31 January 2006


Background Note on 34th SCN Annual Session
to be hosted by the Rome based Agencies (WFP, FAO, IFAD)
Rome, 26 February - 1 March 2007

Introduction
The SCN vision is a world free from hunger and malnutrition and its mandate is to promote cooperation among UN agencies and partner organizations in support of community, national, regional, and international efforts to end malnutrition in all of its forms in this generation. The SCN undertakes a range of activities to meet its mandate, including the holding of an annual Session to foster ongoing dialogue and agreement on policy and implementation issues.  Annual Sessions involve the UN agencies that are active in food and nutrition, as well as the Bilateral Partners and NGOs/CSOs including academia, that are interested and active in the field of food and nutrition
. 
During the annual Session a one day Symposium is held on a subject of current importance for policy.  In addition, Working Groups are convened for discussions on specialized areas of food and nutrition, emphasizing gaps in and the transfer of knowledge into practice. Currently there are nine Working Groups covering: Breastfeeding and complementary feeding; Household food security; Micronutrients; Nutrition and HIV/AIDS; Nutrition of the school aged child, Nutrition in emergencies; Nutrition, ethics and human rights; Capacity development in food and nutrition; and Nutrition throughout the life cycle.
The focus of the 34th Session will be to reach agreement on how we can all work better together at all levels to ensure freedom from hunger and undernutrition in children within our generation. Over the last four years SCN Symposia have aimed at raising awareness of the importance of improving food and nutrition conditions for improved development outcomes and agreeing on what actions are needed. All agree that more attention now needs to be given to achieving the system wide cohesiveness necessary for bringing these activities together at the community level to ensure satisfactory outcomes are reached.
Background 
The UN System as a whole is also looking at how to increase the cohesiveness of its operations. The Outcome Document adopted by global leaders at the 2005 World Summit in New York
 called for much stronger system-wide coherence across the various development-related agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations. In addition to supporting current ongoing reforms at building a more effective, coherent and better-performing UN country presence, it specifically invited the Secretary-General to "launch work to further strengthen the management and coordination of United Nations operational activities".  In February 2006, the Secretary-General announced the formation of a High-level panel to explore how the United Nations system could work more coherently and effectively across the world in the areas of development, humanitarian assistance, and the environment. Since April 2006, the High-level Panel conducted consultations around the world, with representatives from the UN system, governments, financial institutions, NGOs.  Its recommendations to the Secretary-General were recently released in a report entitled "Delivering as One"
. 

The "Delivering as One" Report includes a series of recommendations aimed at overcoming the problem of fragmentation of the UN. It has many recommendations of relevance to the work of the SCN, and especially on attempts to build increased inter-agency coherence at the country level as proposed in the SCN Action Plan
. Among the recommendations are: 1). Establishing One UN at the country level, with one leader, one programme, one budget and where appropriate one office. 2). Five One UN country pilots by 2007, and subject to satisfactory review 20 One UN Country Programmes by 2009, 40 by 2010, and all other appropriate programmes by 2012.  3). Establishment of a UN Sustainable Development Board to oversee the One UN Country Programmes. The existing boards of UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WFP are to be merged into this strategic oversight body, reporting to ECOSOC. In the context of transition from emergency to development assistance, there is a further recommendation that "in order to build long-term food security and break the cycle of recurring famines, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, the World Food Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization and International Fund for Agricultural Development should review their respective approaches and enhance inter-agency coordination".
The Lancet Series on maternal and child undernutrition currently being developed will be launched in mid 2007, and will further raise public awareness of the importance of nutrition for development. The Series will provide an important new focus for discussions on how to work better together at all levels in order to improve maternal and child nutrition. Five papers are in preparation that will look among other things at: what works in the way of nutrition interventions and programmes; what needs to be done at the national level; and what are effective actions needed at the international level to accelerate progress.  The 34th Session will endeavour to use the Lancet Series as a hook to provoke discussion and agree on actions needed to work better together at all levels, to end child hunger and undernutrition in a generation.
Furthermore WFP and UNICEF are developing the Ending Child Hunger and Undernutrition Initiative (ECHUI) as Initiating Partners.
 The Initiative aims to build a new global partnership to try to achieve this aim. Without the support of a whole new set of partners from civil society and the private sector, in addition of course to the all the UN agencies that are active in nutrition, such an initiative is likely to fail.

Recent SCN annual Sessions have focussed on "the what" aspects of food and nutrition for development and especially for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and all agree that it is time to focus on "the how". The 30th Session held in Chennai, India in 2003 focussed on Mainstreaming Nutrition for Improved Development Outcome. The 31st Session in New York in 2004 focussed on the Importance of Nutrition for achieving the MDGs, with the launching of the 5th Report on the World Nutrition Situation which also focusing on this theme. The 32nd Session hosted by the Brazilian Government in Brasilia in 2005 focussed on Realizing the Right to Adequate Food to help achieve the MDGs and featured four country case studies looking at what food and nutrition activities should be included in national poverty reduction strategies in order to achieve the MDGs in the context of realizing the right to adequate food. The 33rd Session hosted by WHO in Geneva focussed on Tackling the Double Burden of Malnutrition, looking at both over and under nutrition, and produced a Participants' Statement with agreement on what actions were needed to tackle these problems. At the 33rd Session it was agreed that the focus of SCN deliberations needs to pay more attention to “how to do it” issues. All agreed that although there is considerable consensus around “what needs to be done”; knowledge about “how to do it” is far less common. Key areas for discussion are those of food and nutrition policy frameworks, coordination mechanisms, decentralization and working together in order to deliver “joined up” services. 
The 34th Session products will all be focused on how to improve our efforts to end child hunger and undernutrition by working better together. The Symposium at the 34th Session will focus on what we know in theory and what are best practices for creating increased system cohesiveness at all levels in order to accelerate progress towards ending child hunger and undernutrition. The Working Groups will identify critical gaps in knowledge and practice that need to be filled rapidly if we are to achieve these aims. SCN Steering Committee Task Forces (Advocacy, Communication and Partnership building; Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation; Development of Integrated Approaches) will agree on how they will contribute to ending child hunger and undernutrition initiative. The three SCN constituencies (UN agencies, Bilateral Partners, and NGO/CSO) will comment on the appropriateness of the ending child hunger and undernutrition initiative and suggest how they best can contribute to it; as well as how the SCN can engage with Private Sector.
Summary





Theme: 	 	Working together





Date and Place: 	26 February - 1 March 2007, FAO Rome





It is opportune for the SCN to focus the attention of the 34th Session on how to increase the cohesiveness of all efforts that lead to improved food and nutrition outcomes. We all agree that it is possible to end child hunger and undernutrition within a generation. But surely that is only possible if we learn to work better together and get others to work with us and do the same to build, strengthen and manage a functional international nutrition system. 





Outcomes Expected:


SCN constituencies (UN agencies, Bilateral Partners, and NGO/CSO) agree on:


o How they can best contribute to efforts to end child hunger and undernutrition and comment     


    on ECHUI


	o How the SCN can engage with Private Sector.


SCN Steering Committee Task Forces (Advocacy, Communication and Partnership building; Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation; Development of Integrated Approaches) agree on how they can best contribute to efforts to end child hunger and undernutrition and comment on ECHUI.


SCN Working Groups give technical recommendations on the ending child hunger and undernutrition initiative and identify knowledge and practice gaps and suggest how to fill them 





To support achieving the expected outcomes the Symposium will focus on what we know in theory and what are best practices for creating increased system cohesiveness at all levels in order to accelerate progress towards ending child hunger and undernutrition.











� Attendance is open to the public upon registration, with at least 300 participants likely to attend when held in Europe or North America.


� Available at � HYPERLINK "http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/487/60/PDF/N0548760.pdf" ��http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/487/60/PDF/N0548760.pdf�   


� Information retrieved from URL � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/events/panel/index.html" ��http://www.un.org/events/panel/index.html�  


� Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unsystem.org/scn/" ��http://www.unsystem.org/scn/� 


� To be discussed at their respective Executive Boards in late 2006 and early 2007.
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