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UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
Standing Committee on Nutrition

35th SCN Session 
hosted by the Government of Viet Nam
Theme: 
Accelerating the reduction of maternal and child undernutrition

Date and Place: 
3 - 6 March 2008 Hanoi, Viet Nam

Objective:
Achieving greater clarity on programmatic implications of the Lancet Nutrition Series and how to accelerate the reduction of maternal and child undernutrition. 

Programme:
A one day Symposium with presentations related to the theme
Parallel meetings of SCN Constituencies (Bilaterals, Civil Society and UN)


Meetings of the nine thematic SCN Working Groups 


Parallel Regional Meetings focusing on Asia, Africa and Latin America

It is opportune for the SCN to focus the attention of the 35th Session on how to accelerate the reduction of maternal and child undernutrition. Despite remarkable economic growth in the world during the last two decades, the reduction of the hunger dimension of the first Millennium Development Goal on poverty and hunger, as measured by child undernutrition is still far from adequate. Unless a new impetus is given to improving maternal and child undernutrition the achievement of all of the MDGs will suffer. 

The Session Symposium will look at the extent of maternal and child undernutrition globally and the progress made in reducing it. Evidence from the literature suggests that stunting can be eliminated in children less than two years of age within a decade, but what are the programme elements needed to achieve this, especially in East Asian countries like Viet Nam. The Symposium will draw on the latest evidence coming from the Lancet Nutrition Series that was launched in January 2008, and explore the programme implications for acting at scale with such interventions, including the communication, advocacy, monitoring and evaluation dimensions. 

Furthermore the Session will propose that child undernutrition should become the principal evaluative indicator for the success of human development, and especially of national poverty reduction strategies. 
Expected Outcomes:
1. Greater understanding of the sort of interventions needed to accelerate the reduction of maternal and child undernutrition;

2. Guidance on how to monitor and evaluate their implementation

3. The Hanoi Declaration for National Nutrition Action At Scale
Summary

The 35th Annual Session of the SCN will be held in Hanoi during the period 3-6 March 2008 hosted by the Vietnamese Government. Pre-session meetings of the Working Groups will be held on the 2nd of March by invitation only. The focus of the Annual Session of the SCN's 30th anniversary year, will be on how to accelerate the reduction of maternal and child undernutrition. A detailed concept note on the theme for the Session is available from www.unsystem.org/scn 

The SCN vision is a world free from hunger and malnutrition in all of its forms, and this vision is to be achieved within a generation. Whether it is feasible to get rid of all forms of malnutrition and especially maternal and child undernutrition, within a generation is something that has not been widely discussed. What are the rates of reduction of child undernutrition that are possible? How can present rates of undernutrition reduction be accelerated?

Unless efforts to tackle the problem of hunger and malnutrition are given a new impetus then the achievement of all MDGs will be jeopardized. Despite maternal and child undernutrition having enormous negative consequences across the course of life, this programme area commonly receives very little development funding. Progress towards reaching this MDG1 target is currently only sixty percent of that which is required, and so needs to be accelerated. 

The Lancet Nutrition Series provides fresh evidence on the consequences of maternal and child undernutrition, on the sorts of interventions that are needed to accelerate their reduction, as well as the capacities available at national level and global level to help solve the problem. The SCN Session will seek to explore what the implications of the Lancet Nutrition Series are for food and nutrition programmes. 

The Session Symposium will look at the extent of undernutrition globally and review progress in its reduction by region, based on the new WHO growth standard. All forms of undernutrition, including wasting and stunting, and not just underweight will be considered. This is particularly important in countries like Viet Nam which are on track to reach the MDG1 hunger target of underweight reduction, but that still have a third of their children stunted. In many countries progress in the reduction of underweight seems to be more associated with increasing child weight than of increasing height.

What are the actions necessary to accelerate maternal and child undernutrition reduction? How can we communicate the messages coming from the Lancet Nutrition Series better? How do we monitor and evaluate programmes to know if undernutrition reduction rates are being accelerated?  These are some of the questions the 35th SCN Session will try to answer. Furthermore the Session will explain why and propose that child undernutrition, and stunting in particular, should become the principal evaluative indicator for the success of human development, and especially of national poverty reduction strategies.  

Read more in the Concept Note  for the 35th SCN Session, which is available from www.unsystem.org/scn







































