
Wednesday 13 November 2013, 12:00 to 13:50                   Italy, Rome, FAO Headquarters, Iran Room

ICN2 Side-Event

NUTRITION AND THE POST-2015 
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

In the year 2000, at the Millennium Summit, World Leaders came together to adopt the Millennium Declaration and agree on a set 
of time-bound development goals – the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The deadline for those goals is 2015, and while 
unprecedented rates of progress have been made in poverty eradication and human development, the job is far from finished. MDG1 
brought attention to the need to improve food and nutrition security (Goal 1C: to halve the proportion of people who suffer from 
hunger), and while substantial progress has been made in improving food security, with the overall number of undernourished people 
having fallen by 17% since 1990, 842 million people are currently still food insecure. 

The state of nutrition globally is becoming increasingly complex. Child undernutrition remains a leading cause of death and disability 
among children under 5 and overweight and obesity are rising rapidly, also in the developing world.1 In 2012, globally, an estimated 4 
million children under 5, or 7%, were overweight.2 In 2008 more than half a billion adults over the age of 20 were obese.3

The post-2015 development framework discussion is a real opportunity to promote progress towards addressing the direct and 
underlying causes of the high rates of malnutrition that remain around the world today and to realize a sustainable, equitable future 
for all.

This paper was produced by UNSCN and Save the Children to provide information on on-going processes and discussions to date on the 
post-2015 development framework and to pose some questions for discussion during the side-event of the International Conference on 
Nutrition (ICN2) Preparatory Technical Meeting. The paper does not represent the views of UNSCN, or Save the Children, or any other party.

1 - http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/03/13/000333037_20130313115043/Rendered/PDF/759630BRI0Box30st02015agenda0Report.pdf 

2 - UNICEF/WHO/WB: 2012 Joint Malnutrition Estimates: Levels and Trends. Available at: http://www.who.int/nutgrowthdb/estimates2012/en/index.html

3 - WHO: Global status report on noncommunicable diseases 2010 http://www.who.int/nmh/publications/ncd_report2010/en/
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1
Food and nutrition security (FNS)4 is fundamental for a whole 

array of reasons, not least of which is the achievement of 

human rights; in particular the Right to Food, a basic human 

right that has been enshrined in international law. It is the 

primary responsibility of each State to ensure that every man, 

woman and child under its jurisdiction, alone or in community 

with others, has physical and economic access at all times to 

adequate food or means for its procurement.5 

Malnutrition in the first two years of life is associated with 

poorer school performance and lower income-earning potential 

in adulthood as well as high risk of developing chronic health 

conditions, such as diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Good 

nutrition is therefore a key enabler to achieve progress in 

human development overall, and increasing evidence shows 

the positive economic impacts that can result from improved 

nutrition. Building nutritious and sustainable food systems 

is also of paramount importance to issues of environmental 

sustainability, climate change and building community 

resilience, as well as addressing problems of both under- and 

over- nutrition and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 

Given that 842 million people, or one in eight people worldwide, 

are currently food insecure6 and unable to access their minimum 

nutritious food requirements – hunger remains unacceptably 

persistent despite the recent reduction of this estimate. 

Malnutrition is responsible for the death of over 3.1 million 

children every year and the prevention of tens of millions more 

from achieving their full potential.7 

The state of nutrition globally is becoming increasingly complex. 

While child undernutrition remains a leading cause of death and 

disability among children under 5, overweight and obesity are 

rising rapidly, even in the developing world.8 162 million children 

under 5, or 26%, are stunted due to chronic undernutrition, and 

wasting affects at least 51 million children under 5, or 8%9. At 

the same time, 44 million children under 5 are overweight and 

more than half a billion adults over the age of 20 are obese10. An 

estimated 24% of the global disease burden and 23% of all deaths 

can be attributed to environmental factors, including physical, 

chemical and biological hazards that directly affect health and 

also increase unhealthy behaviours.11 These figures highlight 

the increasingly present ‘double burden’ of malnutrition, and 

they represent the widespread inability to ensure the rights to 

food and to health. Several threats to progress, from climate 

change and population growth to entrenching inequalities and 

volatility of global food prices mean that progress on FNS is 

4 - Here we define Food and Nutrition Security as being achieved “when all people at 
all times have physical, social and economic access to food, which is safe and consumed 
in sufficient quantity and quality to meet their dietary needs and food preferences, 
and is supported by an environment of adequate sanitation, health services and care, 
allowing for a healthy and active life”. Committee on World Food Security, Coming to 
terms with terminology CFS 2012/39/4, September 2012: http://www.fao.org/docrep/
meeting/026/MD776E.pdf

5 - General Comment 12, para. 6 of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (1999). See also Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler, 
A/HRC/7/5, para 17 and Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De 
Schutter, A/HRC/9/23, para 2. 

6 - FAO, IFAD and WFP. 2013. The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2013. The multiple 
dimensions of food security. Rome, FAO.

7 - Black et al. Maternal and Child Nutrition 1 - Maternal and Child undernutrition and 
overweight in low-income and middle-income countries. Lancet 2013.

8 - http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/201
3/03/13/000333037_20130313115043/Rendered/PDF/759630BRI0Box30st02015agen
da0Report.pdf 

9 - UNICEF, WHO, World Bank. Levels and trends in child malnutrition. Joint child 
malnutrition estimates. New York, NY: United Nations International Children’s Fund, 
2012. Geneva: World Health Organization; Washington, DC: World Bank

10 - WHO Global status report on noncommunicable diseases 2010, April 2011: http://
whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2011/9789240686458_eng.pdf

11 - Prüss-Üstün A, Corvalán C. Preventing disease through healthy environments. 
Towards an estimate of the environmental burden of disease. / WHO 2006.
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far from certain. In addition, our global food system is a major 
contributor to environmental degradation and climate change. 

In this context, the post-2015 framework offers a chance to 
promote progress towards realising the wide-ranging changes 
that are needed to ensure a sustainable, equitable future. It is 
an opportunity to garner the necessary political commitments 
both to scale up implementation of measures towards FNS for 
all, and to address the key structural factors that underpin it. 
Furthermore, improving FNS would be a significant contributor 
to other goals - in particular on child survival - in the post-2015 
framework.

Achieving dramatic progress on FNS is a feasible ambition for 
the post-2015 framework. In recent decades some countries 
have witnessed enormous progress in ensuring FNS. We know 
what works, including focusing nutritional interventions on the 
crucial 1,000 days window between conception and a child’s 
second birthday, scaling up coverage of proven direct nutritional 
interventions, and taking a coordinated multi-sectoral approach 
that addresses the underlying causes of malnutrition. As 
political momentum increases around the issues of hunger 
and malnutrition, now is a key moment for making substantial 
progress in these areas.



2 POST-2015 
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA:
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Throughout 2013, several external inputs to post-2015 
discussions have been made. In May 2013 the UN High Level 
Panel (HLP) launched its report12, which recommended a 
separate goal focused on “ensuring food security and good 
nutrition” including targets on stunting, wasting and anaemia 
as well as food security, productivity and waste. Other processes 
designed to provide external input to post-2015 discussions also 
concluded in mid-2013, including the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network (SDSN) and Global Compact; and UN-led 
national, thematic and online consultation outcomes which 
were captured in the synthesis report A Million Voices.13 As part 
of these processes, the UN agencies led nine Global Thematic 
Consultations, including one on Hunger, Food Security and 
Nutrition led by FAO and WFP. The latter thematic consultation 
was held in three phases and concluded that «all forms of 
malnutrition – including nutrient deficiencies and obesity – 
should be addressed.” 14

With the help of these external inputs, the post-2015 process 
is now focused on intergovernmental negotiations between UN 
Member States. A 30-member Open Working Group (OWG), with 
rotating membership, and the Intergovernmental Committee 
of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing (ICE), also 
comprised of representatives from UN Member States, have 
been established with the mandate of preparing a proposal on 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for consideration by the 
UN General Assembly in September 2014.15 The OWG and ICE are 
expected to submit their reports on Sustainable Development 
Goals and financing to the UN General Assembly in September 
2014 at which point formal UN intergovernmental negotiations 
will commence. The third OWG session focused specifically 
on the complexities of Food and Nutrition Security issues and 
highlighted their important place within the next development 
framework. Most recently, at the MDG special event during the 
2013 UN General Assembly (UNGA), Member States agreed that 

the themes of ‘ending poverty’ and ‘hunger’ would be highlighted 

within the post-2015 development agenda, and confirmed their 

ambition for a single set of universally-applicable goals.

A number of areas of consensus have emerged through the 

process to date. There is wide acknowledgment that it is possible 

to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by 2030, and with this a 

desire to strive towards ‘getting to zero’ goals. Broad agreement 

exists that a future development framework should be universal 

(i.e. applicable to all countries), and it has been proposed that 

the framework is driven by five major transformative shifts: 1. 

Leave no one behind; 2. Put sustainable development at the core; 

3. Transform economies for jobs and inclusive growth; 4. Build 

peace and effective, open and accountable institutions for all; 

and 5. Forge a new global partnership.16 There is also a common 

appreciation of the importance of good nutrition within the first 

1,000 days (from conception to a child’s second birthday).

Robust, timely and disaggregated data are also recognised as a 

significant gap that will have to be addressed moving forward to 

assist in decision-making and to help track progress. To ensure 

sustainable change, the need to build resilience is stressed in 

relation to both resilient communities as well as ecological 

resilience. 

12 - The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda. A New Global Partnership; Eradicate poverty and transform economies through 
sustainable development, UN 2013. http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_
P2015_Report.pdf

This report proposed the following indicators: 
5a. End hunger and protect the right of everyone to have access to sufficient, safe, 
affordable, and nutritious food
5b. Reduce stunting by x%, wasting by y%, and anemia by z% for all children under five 
5c. Increase agricultural productivity by x%, with a focus on sustainably increasing 
smallholder yields and access to irrigation
5d. Adopt sustainable agricultural, ocean and freshwater fishery practices and rebuild 
designated fish stocks to sustainable levels 
5e. Reduce postharvest loss and food waste by x%

13 - United Nations Development Group (2013): A Million Voices: The World We Want.

14 - High Level Consultation (HLC) on Hunger, Food Security and Nutrition in the Post 2015 
Development Framework. Joint Chairs and Co-leads Synthesis Report: http://www.fao.
org/fsnforum/post2015/sites/post2015/files/files/Synthesis_Report_Madrid_EN.pdf

15 - This OWG is supported by an inter-agency technical support team (TST) under the 
umbrella of the UN System Task Team and co-chaired by Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (DESA) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

16 - The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda. A New Global Partnership; Eradicate poverty and transform economies through 
sustainable development, UN 2013. http://www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_
P2015_Report.pdf

© Jiro Ose/Save the Children



There is general agreement on the process to date, as noted 
above. But there are several key areas for which consensus has 
yet to be secured. The next year and a half present a crucial period 
to agree on how these considerations are incorporated into the 
next development framework and in doing so to determine 
future approaches in the areas.

ONE SET OF GOALS FOR ADDRESSING 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE 
CONCERNS TOGETHER WITH HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT
FNS straddles developmental and environmental challenges. 

FAO estimates that there will need to be a 70 per cent increase 

in food production by 2050 involving nearly 1 billion tonnes of 

additional cereals and 200 million tonnes of additional meat.17 

Agriculture and land-use already account for a third of global 

carbon emissions,18 and food and nutrition security are more 

vulnerable than ever to climate change. The resilience and 

transformation of agricultural production and food distribution 

systems in ways that will ensure greater sustainability will be 

crucial to ensuring stable FNS in the next generation. A holistic 

approach to FNS is needed: one that promotes consistent and 

complementary actions across sectors, including nutrition, food 

security, agriculture, health, environment, etc.

The strong inter-linkages between food and nutrition security 

and environmental sustainability highlight the importance of 

ensuring that the post-2015 and SDG processes join to result 

in one set of global goals as part of a single development 

framework. The United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG) has 

made this point, stating that the new development framework 

should “be rights-based, with particular emphasis on women, 

young people and marginalized groups. And it must protect the 

planet’s resources, emphasize sustainable consumption and 

production and support action to address climate change.”19 

Some, however, remain unconvinced of the benefit of integrating 

environmental and climate concerns into one framework 

alongside human development issues.

A STRONG FOCUS ON ADDRESSING 
INEQUALITIES
A focus on addressing inequalities is necessary to end food 

insecurity and malnutrition. Across countries, children in the 

poorest 40% of households are almost three times more likely 

to be stunted due to chronic malnutrition than children in 
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the richest 10% of households.20 In middle- and high-income 

countries, overweight and obesity is more prevalent among 

poorer households, which is partly related to the fact that 

high-sugar and high-fat foods, which otherwise have a poor 

nutritional value, are cheaper.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment play a critical 

role in FNS. Increasing women’s access to and control over 

productive resources enables them to increase yields, leading 

to increased incomes; which in turn translates into improved 

child nutrition, health and education.21 Resource allocation 

decisions in a household made by women have a better impact 

on improvement in child nutrition. This highlights the need to 

focus on reducing income inequality in order to ensure food and 

nutrition security for all. 

But inequality is also a problem in and of itself, risking the 

sustainability of economic growth and prosperity, and thus 

making it a key barrier to future development. Inequality needs 

to be addressed consistently across a post-2015 development 

framework. In spite of reasonable agreement on the importance 

of focusing on inequality, a clear consensus on how to integrate 

it into the post-2015 framework appears to be largely missing 

from intergovernmental discussion. Several Latin American 

representatives have pushed for explicit focus on income 

inequality.22 Similarly, references to the importance of reducing 

inequalities were made by several missions to the recent Third 

Open Working Group session.23, 24, 25

In order to effectively address inequalities, a good first step is 

to set absolute, or “getting to zero” goals, and the UNSG’s Zero 

Hunger Challenge offers a useful starting point for identifying 

such reductions.26 By disaggregating FNS targets and indicators by 

relevant dimensions of income, gender, age, ethnicity, disability 

and geography, with a specific focus on reducing income and 

gender inequality, inequalities could be tackled explicitly. 

A human-rights based approach can effectively and sustainably 

tackle inequalities in FNS. A human rights-based approach to 

FNS targets the most vulnerable segments of the population, 

and improves accountability and participation in decision-

making.

17 - FAO How to Feed the World in 2050 http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/wsfs/
docs/expert_paper/How_to_Feed_the_World_in_2050.pdf

18 - http://ccafs.cgiar.org/bigfacts/global-agriculture-emissions/ Secretary General;s 
comments at the Special Event on the MDGs, UNGA 2013. http://www.un.org/sg/
statements/index.asp?nid=7125

19 - Save the Children (2013), Food for Thought: Tackling child malnutrition to unlock 
potential and boost prosperity, Save the Children: London

20 - http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/630G1_LR%20_W_Partnership_
for_the_integration_of.pdf

21 - Cobham A, Sumner, A, Is poverty all about the tails? Palma, Gini and post-2015. 
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=16021

22 - In particular, references were made by German, Thailand, EU, Finland, Nicaragua 
and the Republic of Korea. See: http://www.iisd.ca/vol32/enb3203e.html

23 - Co-chairs’ summary: Third Meeting of the Open Working Group of the General 
Assemblyon Sustainable Development Goals, June 2013 (available from: http://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1859OWG3%20Draft%20
Summary%20rev2DOC_1306%20clean.pdf

24 - http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/
documents/1825owgsbulletsummary.pdf

25 - http://www.un.org/en/zerohunger/#&panel1-1

26 - http://www.un.org/en/zerohunger/#&panel1-1

NUTRITION AND THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA4
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ENSURING STRONG GOVERNANCE AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY
To track progress and accountability in development, various 

mechanisms have been created globally which also include FNS 

targets. At the G8 Summit in 2009, the L’Aquila Food Security 

Initiative (AFSI) was launched by which G8 leaders committed to 

increased investment in agriculture around the world. In 2012, 

the G8 launched the New Alliance for Food and Nutrition Security 

and in 2013, donors and other stakeholders, including countries, 

came together at the Nutrition for Growth Summit and pledged 

an estimated USD $23.1 billion for improved nutrition outcomes 

between 2013 and 202027. Meanwhile regional processes 

such as the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme (CAADP) are on-going to increase commitments 

towards agriculture (including nutrition-sensitive agriculture), 

and an increasing number of countries (43 countries, as of 

October 2013) is joining the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement 

(SUN) and developing multi-sectoral plans to scale-up nutrition. 

There are a diverse range of institutions and initiatives relating 

to FNS—from access to healthcare and private sector marketing 

protocols, to land acquisitions and agricultural subsidies—

so that the areas discussed in the post-2015 framework will 

be relevant to a range of processes. The framework will be 

delivered months before an international agreement on Climate 

Change is made at the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change Conference of the Parties (UNFCCC COP) in December 

2015. The following year, the Brazilian government is likely 

to host an international summit focussing on nutrition, with 

NUTRITION AND THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 5

additional political and financial commitments to be made. 

Thus, several opportunities exist for the establishment of strong 

accountability for progress made on FNS, building on existing 

governance structures.

The Millennium Development Goals introduced very clear 

targets and processes to promote accountability. Such clarity 

could be repeated and measured, and can apply to the various 

levels (global, national, sub-national) at which progress needs 

to be made. Accountability for the ambitions set in the post-

2015 framework can be strengthened by investing in building 

capacity at local and national levels to report on performance 

of FNS targets. Building capacity is also critical to develop and 

implement policies and programmes, and to manage monitoring 

and evaluation (M&E) mechanisms. Ensuring that the right 

indicators are in place will help to drive progress. The only FNS 

indicator that appears in the MDGs is prevalence of underweight 

children under-five years of age, and it is widely accepted that in 

order to monitor progress on the multiple dimensions of FNS, 

this indicator has been insufficient. Indicators to track progress 

must be easily measurable, easily understandable and frequently 

collected (see for example, indicators for WHA goals on nutrition 

in purple box on page 6). It is important that information on 

results flow horizontally across multi-stakeholder platforms 

and vertically in both directions, including to and from local and 

international levels.

27 - http://sunscalingupnutrition.createsend1.com/t/ViewEmail/r/
D2CBA34C1FBF6F7C2540EF23F30FEDED



Based on the issues raised above, several areas for discussion 
arise. This section suggests some discussion points, with an aim 
of guiding the global debate amongst stakeholders towards 
productive outcomes. 

QUESTION 1

HOW CAN FNS BEST BE PRESENTED IN THE POST-2015 
FRAMEWORK?
As noted above, strong support has emerged for food and 
nutrition security to be central to the post-2015 framework. 
However, options remain as to how nutrition could be 
incorporated into the development framework. The following 
approaches have been recently discussed in the nutrition 

community: 

1. Two separate goals on (a) food security and (b) nutrition 

This option – while appealing in some respects – also has its 

drawbacks. With the many priorities being pushed into the 

framework, space for additional goal areas is slim. Furthermore, 

a separate goal may diminish opportunities for ensuring 

multi-sectoral approaches to nutrition, and may lead to other 

influencers on food security (including environmental factors) 

not being well integrated.

2. Follow the three steps approach advocated by this year’s 

Lancet series28:

a. Find a location for nutrition as an equal partner within a likely 
goal, such as hunger reduction, poverty, health - or food security, 
as currently in the HLP report which states “ensure food security 
and good nutrition” as one of the illustrative goals. This location 
in a vertical goal will raise the profile of nutrition.

b. Make sure that nutrition indicators—nutrition-specific 
and nutrition-sensitive—are located within an additional 
number of vertical goals, such as gender equity, education, 
and employment, health and poverty. All these indicators 
should be linked across the different goals with the 
framework developed in paper one of the 2013 Lancet Series 
to generate a horizontal nutrition goal.

c. Endorse the six global targets for nutrition-specific indicators 
(including replacing of underweight with stunting) proposed 
by the World Health Assembly in 2012.

BOX : WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY-ENDORSED
GLOBAL NUTRITION TARGETS FOR 2025

1. 40% reduction of the global number of children < 5 years 
who are stunted

2. 50% reduction of anemia in women of reproductive age
3. 30% reduction of low birth weight
4. No increase in childhood overweight
5. Increase the rate of exclusive breastfeeding in the first 

6 months up to at least 50%
6. Reduce and maintain childhood wasting to less than 5%

4 QUESTIONS FOR 
DISCUSSION

 QUESTION 2

WHAT FNS INDICATORS COULD BE HIGHLIGHTED IN 
THE POST-2015 FRAMEWORK?

There is broad agreement on the importance of incorporating 

stunting into the post-2015 framework. Given its complex 

causality, its wide-ranging impacts, and how its prevalence 

tracks key social inequalities, stunting is increasingly accepted as 

a useful proxy for “human well-being”.

In order to ensure accurate and timely measurement of progress, 

additional indicators will be needed for helping to shape food 

systems to be more nutrition-sensitive and for monitoring the 

nutritional status of older children and adults. 

Discussing which indicators could be used, issues of measurability 

and comprehensibility need to be taken into account. Indicators 

must be regularly measurable and must be understandable by 

the general population, in order to effectively hold governments 

and others accountable. Certain questions need to be borne in 

mind:

● Will indicators encourage the right action in the face 
of challenges such as climate change and population 
growth? 

● Are data collection mechanisms affordable and feasible? 

● Are indicators readily comprehensible to allow a broad 
range of stakeholders to hold each other to account?

● Should targets for indicators be aspirational or realistic? 

● Should indicators be disaggregated at global and / or 
country level?

28 - Gillespie et al 2013: The politics of reducing malnutrition: building commitment and 
accelerating progress. Lancet.

NUTRITION AND THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA6
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7

The following list is compiled from various sources as to what 

targets and indicators could be included in the post-2015 

development agenda. It is by no means exhaustive; rather it is 

intended to facilitate a discussion. There is need for a sound and 

harmonized set of indicators reflecting the multi-sectoral nature 

of FNS. 

Targets, as recommended by the HLP are:29

a. End hunger and protect the right of everyone to have 
access to sufficient, safe, affordable, and nutritious food;

b. Reduce stunting by x%, wasting by y%, and anemia by z% 
for all children under five;

c. Increase agricultural productivity by x%, with a focus on 
sustainably increasing smallholder yields and access to 
irrigation;

d. Adopt sustainable agricultural, ocean and freshwater 
fishery practices and rebuild designated fish stocks to 
sustainable levels;

e. Reduce postharvest loss and food waste by x%.

The IDS Policy Briefing #33 advocates for “nutrition relevant 

indicators to be thought of as ‘nutrition-specific’ and ‘nutrition-

sensitive’. Nutrition-specific indicators operate at a proximate 

level (e.g. stunting, wasting and exclusive breastfeeding 

coverage). In addition, nutrition-sensitive indicators relating to 

food security, women’s empowerment and water and sanitation 

need to be included to serve both as indicators for these goals as 

well as for nutrition.”30

Some of the outcome indicators as included in the WHA 

Comprehensive Implementation Plan 65/6 are:

● Prevalence of low height-for-age in children <5 years of 
age defined as <-2 standard deviations of the WHO Child 
Growth Standards median;

● Prevalence of infants born <2500 grams (5.5 pounds);

● Prevalence of weight-for-height in children <5 years of 
age defined as >+2 standard deviations of the WHO Child 
Growth Standards median;

● Prevalence of exclusive breastfeeding among infants <6 
months of age.

QUESTION 3

HOW CAN WE ENSURE THE POST-2015 FRAMEWORK 
ENCOURAGES A MULTISECTORAL COORDINATED 
EFFORT TO ACHIEVE IMPROVEMENTS IN FNS?

A key area of agreement among the nutrition community is the 

need to encourage diverse sectors, such as agriculture; water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH); health; social protection / safety 

nets; and education, to include nutrition-sensitive approaches 

and emphasis in their actions. The need for such multi-sectoral 

approaches was indeed highlighted further in the 2013 Lancet 

series on nutrition31. 

In this context, the post-2015 framework offers a key opportunity 

to encourage the strengthening of links between diverse sectors. 

But some questions need to be addressed:

● What advocacy, reporting, accountability and governance 
mechanisms will be needed in order to ensure that the 
framework encourages multi-sectoral action? 

● What are the best approaches for developing sustainable, 
aligned, effective actions across multiple sectors, 
stakeholders, and levels?

● How can the framework encourage alignment between 
the development approaches of the different sectors?

● How can institutions at the international level (such as 
NGOs, UN bodies) ensure their actions contribute towards 
the ambition of the post-2015 framework? 

● How should the post-2015 framework build on or 
take advantage of existing governance structures 
and initiatives for food and nutrition security, and on 
existing commitments such as the Maputo and Abuja 
declarations, and the SUN Movement? 

● What support is needed at country level to ensure that 
these high-level goals translate to improved nutrition 
outcomes?

29 - The High Level Panel’s recommendation was “Reduce stunting by x%, wasting by y%, 
and anemia by z% for all children under five”

30 - http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/PolicyBrief33.pdf

31 - Ruel, Alderman (2013). Nutrition-sensitive interventions and programmes: how 
can they help to accelerate progress in improving maternal and child nutrition? Lancet.
Alderman (2013). Nutrition-sensitive interventions and programmes: how can they help to 
accelerate progress in improving maternal and child nutrition? Lancet.

© Tul Pinkaew/Save the Children
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and produced with support from the Flemish Government.

THE WAY FORWARD

Discussions on the Post-2015 Development Agenda are moving ahead quickly. The Open Working Group (OWG) will continue with the 
rest of its eight thematic sessions and will report back to the UN General Assembly in September 2014. Following this, a series of 
intergovernmental negotiations will take forward the process to agree on the final post-2015 framework. 

The summary report of the 40th Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS40) mentions to support the inclusion of a goal 
reflecting food security and nutrition issues among the sustainable development goals and encourages all stakeholders “to do their 
part to ensure that the CFS vision of a world free from hunger where countries implement the voluntary guidelines for the progressive 
realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security is adequately reflected in the post-2015 development 
agenda.”32

During the next year and a half there will be ample opportunities to discuss how food and nutrition security will be tackled over the course 
of the next generation. It is essential to work together to seize such opportunities to promote holistic, consistent and complementary 
actions across sectors to sustainably eradicate all forms of malnutrition, enshrined into the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

32 - http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs1213/cfs40/FinalReport/MI744_CFS_40_Final_Report.pdf


