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SCN NEWIS a publication issued twice a year by the United Nations System Standing Committee on Nutrition. It provides
information on issues of importance and sharing of experiences in the field of international nutitlbrmanuscripts
submitted for consideration are peeeviewed, although publication is not guarantedelery effort is made to ascertain the
validity of the information contained in UNSCN publications. Content accountability and responsibility for all articlgstdoelon
the individual authors, including accuracy of the references provided. The content 8fthNeNE\Wdoes not necessarily repre-

sent endorsement or an official position of the UNSCN or its constituerndidgiks to websites and online information in this
publication were accessed between May and December 2011, unless otherwise indicated.

To contribute to future issues of theCN NEW$o be added to or removed from our mailing list, please send an email to
scn@who.inor register to oumailing list

Editorial team Denise C Coitinho Delmug, Lina Mahy and Sabrina lonata.
Copyright note Readers are encouraged to review, summarieproduce or translate this documens a whole or in part,
but please attribute to the UNSCN.
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Dear SCN News reader,

As the Chair of the UNSCN, a role | assumed on 1 October 2011, | am very pleased
interact with you through our SCN News publication during this exciting time for nu-
trition. Historic global momentum on nutrition today is galvanizing nations and hun-
dreds of stakeholders around the world to commit to address child undernutrition.
New partners and movements are emerging and existing ones are ensuring they ar
best prepared to support global efforts.

The UNSCN is responding to this dynamic new environment through a comprehen
sive reform process, initiated under the guidance of my predecessor, Alexander
Muller - whom 1 sincerely thank for his leadership and commitment. The first stage of
the reform process established an Executive Committee (ExCom), composed of ver
senior level officials from FAO, UNICEF, WFP and WHO, and including the UN Sec
taryDSYSNI £ {LISOAlIEf wSLINBaSyidliArAgsS 2y C
3dzS4Géd DAdARAY3I GKS 2@0SNItft 'b{/b STF2NI&Z (KBakiiyE/ 2
and management, and has met several times. As a true fieldworker at heart, my vision for the UNSCN is to evolve
an agile United Nations Nutrition Network focused on:

1 Supporting policy and strategic coherence in nutrition across the UN system;

1 Ensuring the UN system provides clear and consistent technical guidance in nutrition at the global and cot
try levels;

1 Serving as a repository of knowledge/data in nutrition across the UN system.

We are entering a new era of cooperation with new stakeholders working closely with national governments to su
port better nutrition in effective and innovative ways. Given the immense burden of undernutrition, fostering strong
partnerships that capitalize on the unique expertise and capacity of various stakeholders, including the business sec
is essential. Open and constructive dialogues can help pave new paths forward to establish acceptable and sustain
efforts. | am pleased that the UNSCN, through this publication, is looking at how stakeholders can engage the busir
sector to sustainably address malnutrition.

Looking forward, | am confident thatogether - the UN system, national governments and its many important part-
ners can help improvethewadl SAy3 YR YdzZiNAGAZ2Y I adGlradza 2F YAT A2y

Best wishes,
Ramiro Lopes da Silva

UNSCN Chair

Ramiro Lopes da Silva,Portuguese nationals Deputy Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), and became the
eleventh UNSCN Chair on 1 October 2011. Mr. Lopes da Silva began his career with WFP in 1985 as Food Aid Logistics Coort
during the Great Horn of Africa and Sahel drought emergency. Since then, he has held senior management roles in operation
many countries, including Afghanistan, Angola, Ethiopia, Iraq, Pakistan and Sudan. He has held other senior positidns in WF|
cluding Director of Transport and Logistics, Special Envoy of the WFP Executive Director for the Afghanistan Crisisf Directc
Emergencies and Deputy Chief Operating Officeaddition to his WFP responsibilities, Mr Lopes da Silva was the UN Assistant
Secretary General and Humanitarian Coordinator for Irag from 2002 to 2004, subsequently becoming in 2004, Senior Advisor
the United Nations UndeBecretaryGeneral for Humanitarian Affairs.
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