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In March 2006, during the SCN’s 33rd session, the Working Group on Nutrition, Ethics, and Human Rights (WGNEHR) established a Task Force on International Dimensions of the Right to Food and requested it to undertake an exploratory study of the obligations of the global community in relation to the human right to adequate food. The Task Force prepared its report in the form of a book, Global Obligations for the Right to Food, published in early 2008 by Rowman & Littlefield of Lanham, Maryland. A flyer is available at http://www2.hawaii.edu/~kent/GORFflyer.doc
The book is comprised of ten chapters, including analyses of the international legal implications of the right to food, the role of transnational corporations, global obligations in relation to infants, the importance of international cooperation for controlling major infectious diseases, the need for international action to ensure public access to seeds, and the importance of global support for school feeding. The book concludes with broad reflections on the nature of global obligations regarding the right to food, and a final chapter offers recommendations for action by various parties. The Task Force’s findings were forwarded to the WGNEHR in February 2007, during the SCN’s 34th session. The WGNEHR held initial discussions but deferred the adoption of recommendations until its next session, to allow more time for consultation among members.
The WGNEHR acknowledges that states, acting through their national governments, have primary responsibility for ensuring the realization of the right to food, and agrees that the global community should do what it can to strengthen the capacity of national governments and others to carry out their commitments to address the major problems of malnutrition. However, the WGNEHR observes that malnutrition persists largely because some governments remain unable or unwilling to take the actions needed to solve the problems. Many are simply too poor. The global community as a whole needs to acknowledge that it has specific obligations in those cases, both to strengthen the national governments, and also to provide support services to people in need so long as their governments are unable or unwilling to provide such services.

International agencies and international law focus on the roles of states, and thus they are concerned with the extra-territorial obligations of states together with their internal obligations and their obligations as members of international organizations. However, the state-centered approach may fail to address the responsibilities of the world as a whole, and the responsibilities of other parties that act at the global level, such as civil society organizations and corporations. Ultimately the responsibility lies with all of humanity. Thus, the concern here is not only with the extra-territorial obligations of states but also with the obligations of the global community as a whole. The WGNEHR supports the Task Force’s view that there are global obligations based on the responsibility of all of humanity for dealing with serious problems of malnutrition throughout the world. 

While national-level strategic planning is of primary importance, there is also a need for strategic planning to specify the roles of the global community and its various actors in addressing problems of malnutrition. There is a need for commitments to clear global goals (such as reducing underweight in young children), and also clear global (not just national) plans of action. The WGNEHR believes that SCN and its members should facilitate the global planning efforts that are needed. 

There is a need to clarify existing global legal obligations relating to the right to food. These existing obligations are now framed mainly in terms of obligations of states relating to international cooperation and assistance. There is also a need to consider ways in which global legal obligations should be expanded, to include other parties, and also to include other dimensions of obligation.

Accordingly, the WGNEHR adopts the following recommendations and requests the SCN Secretariat to transmit them to the relevant organizations: 

1. We recommend that the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) should start a process towards clarifying the content of State Parties’ international or extraterritorial obligations under the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. As a first step, we recommend that the Committee conduct a Day of Discussion on these obligations, with a view to preparing a corresponding General Comment on this theme. 
2. We recommend that in the preparatory work the Committee should take into account the work now underway in the Human Rights Council concerning the right to development, and that it also consults extensively with the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other relevant bodies.
3. We recommend that the future General Comment should contain guidelines for State Parties’ compliance with and implementation of international or extraterritorial obligations, with a view to improved monitoring of these at the national and international level. 

4. We recommend that the Economic and Social Council, in accordance with Article 22 of the Covenant, should call on all relevant organs of the United Nations, their subsidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned with furnishing technical assistance to adopt, each within its field of competence, international measures likely to contribute to the effective progressive implementation of the present Covenant.
5. We recommend that relevant non-governmental organizations should provide to the Committee information on the performance of State Parties and international agencies concerning international or extraterritorial measures of relevance for the implementation of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in general and regarding the right to food and nutrition in particular.
