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FOOD AND NUTRITION INDICATORS 
 

KEY DOCUMENTATION ON INDICATORS FOR DEVELOPMENT AND 
EMERGENCIES – A PRELIMINARY REFERENCE LIST 

 
Note 1:  
 
This table is compiled from selected contributions from members of working 
groups and task forces o the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition (SCN). 
Since it is not a thorough review, you should complement from your own 
sources. 
 
A full list of the references contributed follows on    page   17 
 
Note 2: Organisation of column 1 (“References”)  
 
The references are organised alphabetically in three sections: 
 
1. Manuals, guidelines & training material     page     4 
2. Strategic programme reports        10 
3. Indicator and data research and programmes       13 
 
Cross-check your indicator interests via the indicator category columns. 
 
Note 3: Key to the 17 indicator categories 
 
These columns show just the main indicators in focus in each document 
1.   Poverty  
2.   Water and physical environment 
3.   Political & social environment 
4.   Transport, infrastructure, utilities, services 
5.   Urban livelihoods 
6.   Rural livelihoods 
7.   Women: roles, care, educational level 
8.   Food availability & markets 
9.   Food access 
10. Food consumption 
11. Coping strategies, incl. family cohesion and care under stress 
12. Infant and child feeding, care 
13. Health status, incl. demography & mortality 
14. Health care: institutional and household 
15. Anthropometric measures of nutritional status 
16. Micronutrients: status, provision 
17. Institutional readiness and capacity around dealing with nutrition issues 

 
Note 4: Contents of column 19 (“Comments & further information”) 
 
Included may be: 
- type of document (eg manual, strategy, research, project report, assessment…) 
- context(s) in which (or for which) document was written 
- level of aggregation of indicators addressed (eg individual, community, national …) 
- noteworthy aspect(s)  
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS  
 
CAP-NAF  (UN) Consolidated Appeal Process/Needs Analysis Framework    
CFSAM crop and food supply assessment mission (FAO/WFP) 
DDS Dietary Diversity Scale 
EFSA emergency food security assessment (WFP) 
ENA emergency needs assessment (WFP) 
FANTA Food and Nutrition Technical Assistance project (USAID) 
FAO (UN) Food and Agriculture Organisation 
FAO AGNA FAO’s Nutrition assessment and Planning Service 
FAO FSAU FAO Food Security Analysis Unit 
FAO/FSIA FAO’s Food Security Information for Action (programme) 
FIAN Food First Information and Action Network 
FIVIMS Food Insecurity & Vulnerability Information & Mapping System 
GTZ Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit 
HFIAS Household Food Insecurity Access Scale 
HNTS Health and Nutrition Tracking Service 
IASC (UN) Inter Agency Standing Committee (on emergencies) 
IDS Institute for Development Studies (Brighton, UK) 
IAWG (UN) Inter Agency Working Group 
IFAD (UN) International Fund for 
IFPRI International Food Policy Research Institute 
INI Inter-agency Nutrition Initiative 
IPC Integrated Phase Classification 
JAM joint assessment mission 
KIDS Key Indicator Data System 
KIMS Key Indicator Mapping System 
MDG UN Millenium Development Goal 
NICS Nutrition Information in Crisis Situations 
OCHA (UN) Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance 
PCNA Post Conflict Needs Assessment  
PEPFAR President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
PRSP Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 
RtF Right to Food 
SADC-VAC Southern Africa Development Community 
   – Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
SC-UK Save the Children (United Kingdom) 
SCN (UN) Standing Committee on Nutrition 
SENAC Strengthening Emergency Needs Assessment Capacity (prog.)   
TF-AME SCN Task Force on Assessment, Monitoring and Evaluation 
TRF Transitional Results Framework  
UNDG UN Development Group 
UNHCR UN High Commission for Refugees 
UNICEF UN Children’s Emergency Fund 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
VAM vulnerability analysis and mapping 
WFP           (UN) World Food Programme 
WFP ODAN          WFP unit: Emergency Needs Assessment 
WFP ODD                WFP unit: Regional Bureau Dakar and Country Ofices 
WHO           (UN) World Health Organisation 
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MAIN INDICATORS ADDRESSED BY KEY REFERENCES ON FOOD AND NUTRITION INDICATORS 
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and additional 
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1. MANUALS, GUIDELINES AND        
TRAINING MATERIAL 
 
FAO, 2007, Nutritional Status Indicators, in 
Nutritional Status Assessment and Analysis, 
Distance Learning Component, Rome. See 
http://www.foodsec.org/DL/dlintro_en.asp 
Trainer's resources at 
http://www.foodsec.org/tr_res.htm 
 
FAO AGNA, 2005, Nutrition Indicators for 

Development – reference guide, Rome. See 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/y5773e/y5773
e00.htm 
 
FAO & FANTA, 2007, Guidelines for 
measuring household and individual dietary 
diversity . Rome. See Background 
Documents at 
http://www.foodsec.org/tr_nut_05.htm 
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FAO FSAU, 2006, Integrated Food Security  
and Humanitarian Phase Classification: 
Technical Manual Version 1, Nairobi,  
FAO/FSAU Technical Series IV.11. See 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/es/ESA/policybriefs/pb_03.pdf 

 
FAO/FSIA guidelines, questionnaires, tools 
for measuring HFIAS and DDS. See 
www.foodsec.org/tr/nut/guidelines.pdf 

 
FIAN International, 2007, Screen state 
action against hunger! How to use the 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to Food to 
monitor public policies? See 
www.fian.org/resources/documents/others/sc
reen-state-action-against-hunger 
 
GTZ & InWent, 2005, Achieving Food and 
Nutrition security – Actions to Meet the 
Global Challenge, A Training Course 
Reader, Eschborn. See 
www.inwent.org/imperia/md/content/unterne
hmenskommunikation-intranet/internet/ 
publikationen/food_reader_engl.pdf 
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IAWG-FIVIMS, 2002, Making FIVIMS Work 
For You – Tools and Tips, FAO Rome. See 
http://www.fivims.net/static.jspx?lang=en&pa
ge=toolsandtips 

 
IFAD, 2005 draft, Practical Guidance for 
Impact Surveys, for Results and Impact 
Management System (RIMS), Rome. See 
http://www.ifad.org/operations/rims/guide/e/p
art1_e.pdf 
 
Maxwell D Caldwell R, 2008, The Coping 
Strategies Index: Field Methods Manual, 
second edition, CARE. First edition 2003 on 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/meeting/009/ae51
3e.pdf 
 
MDG1 in MDG indicators, 2007 revision, at 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/es/ESA/policybriefs/pb_03.pdf   
 
SC-UK, The Practitioners' Guide to the 
Household Economy Approach, London. At 
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/54_42
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00.htm and http://www.foodeconomy.com/ 
 
 
 
UNHCR, 2006, Practical Guide to the 
Systematic Use of Standards and Indicators 
in UNHCR Operations, Geneva. See 
www.humanitarianinfo.org/liberia/infocentre/
general/docs/UNHCR%20Standards%20and
%20Indicators.pdf 
 
WFP, 2005 draft, Strategic Objectives 
Indicator Compendium, Rome. 
www.wfp.org/eb/docs/2008/wfp148226~1.pdf 

 
WFP ODAN, 7/2007, Strengthening Rapid 
Food and Nutrition Assessments, guidance 
note, Rome. c/o Agnes Dhur 
[agnes.dhur@wfp.org] 
 
WFP, 2008 revision of 2005, Emergency 
Food Security Assessment (EFSA) 
Handbook, Rome, forthcoming 
See 2005 handbook at 
www.wfp.org/operations/emergency_needs/
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EFSA_Communication_brief.pdf 
 
WFP VAM, 2007, Food Consumption 
Analysis – calculation and use of the Food 
Consumption Score in food consumption and 
food security analysis, technical guidance 
sheet, Rome. 
documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/do
cuments/ena/wfp154537.pdf 
 
WHO, WFP, SCN, UNICEF, 2007, 
Community-based Management of Severe 
Acute Malnutrition, Geneva. Available at 
www.unu.edu/unupress/food/FNB_v27n3_su
ppl.pdf 
 
WHO, 1/2008, Indicators for assessing infant 
and young child feeding practices, Geneva. 
http://www.who.int/child_adolescent_health/t
opics/prevention_care/child/nutrition/indicato
rs/en/index.html 
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REPORTS 
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Integration of Community-based 
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FANTA/AED. Find on www.fantaproject.org/ 
 
FAO, various dates, Country Nutrition 
Profiles  
www.fao.org/countryProfiles/inventory.asp
?lang=en 
 
Gandure S, 2007, SADC VAC System 
Regional Core Common Indicators – A Final 
Review, for SADC-VAC. See 
www.sahims.net/vac/default.htm 

 
GTZ, 2004, National Monitoring of 
Sustainable PovertyReduction Strategy 
Papers / PRSPs, Eschborn 
http://www.gtz.de/en/themen/uebergreifende-
themen/armut/5607.htm 
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