SCN – School Age Children Working Group Meeting, Bangkok 
A global groundswell is arising from the renewed interest in School Health, says the Standing Committee on Nutrition’s School-Age Children Working Group.  
The Working Group convened in Bangkok this October 9th and reviewed the successful achievements in the field of school-age health and nutrition.  These include:

· Renewed interest in food-based safety nets following the call of the G-8 and G-20 meetings and a high-level meeting held in Bellagio, Italy; 
· Recognition by the global nutrition community of the importance of nutrition intervention in the school-age child, in particular micro-nutrient and iron/folic acid supplementation,  and de-worming;

· An increased coverage of School Feeding (22 million children) and de-worming activities (20 million children de-wormed)

· School Feeding and School Health are now part of the global education and social protection agendas and eligible for funding, namely from the Education For All – Fast Track Initiative, the Rapid Social Response Fund to name a few. 
· The World Bank is taking renewed interest in School Feeding, by a recent joint publication and global partnership with the World Food Programme. 
· Recent publications on School Feeding by WFP, the World Bank, IFPRI, The Boston Consulting Group have broadened and deepened the evidence base:
(i) Learning From Experience,  (WFP) which led to the school feeding quality standards; (ii) Rethinking School Feeding, a joint publication by WFP and the World Bank Group, a comprehensive review of the evidence of best practice and provides guidance on how to develop and implement effective school feeding programmes; (iii) Home-Grown School Feeding, a study conducted by WFP in 2008 and 2009, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which explores the feasibility of linking school feeding programmes with local agricultural production in developing countries; (iv) An Investment Case for School Feeding by WFP and The Boston Consulting Group (BCG) which has compared the monetary costs of providing school feeding with long-term economic benefits, assessing the benefit/cost ratio and total economic value created by school feeding.

Looking forward, the group: 
1. Agreed upon a common message acceptable for all stakeholders in the field of education and nutrition.  This message is intended for the SCN at large, donors, Governments and all stakeholders. 
2. Recognized the importance of school as a mechanism of intervention to reach school age children as well as their siblings and families.   
3. Underlined the importance of taking a life-cycle approach, looking at health and nutrition from 0 to 18 including early motherhood. 
4. Nutrition and education are closely linked, complementary and not in competition with each other.  From a programmatic point of view, school-age, pre-school age and 0-2 interventions are part of a continuum.
5. The economic side is just as important: therefore it is paramount to deepen the evidence base and research as an advocacy, advice and decision-making tool. Governments and donors need more informed advice on: returns on investment, cost-efficiency and cost effectiveness of school health interventions, as well as comparison with other safety net (conditional cash transfers) and education interventions (teachers, books, etc.)

6. Continue the establishment of a common M&E framework and a minimum set of indicators 

