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INTRODUCTION

1. The World Focd Conference in paragraph 11 of resolution XXIT, rééﬁested the
Economic and Sccial Council "to consider on an urgent basis, and make
recomnendations on whether or not rearrangements in the United Wations system or
new institutional bodies may be justified in order to ensure effective follow-up
on Conference resclutien V on nutrition, examining nutritional activities within
bodies such as the United Nations, the specialized agencies, in particular the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQ) and the World Health
Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World

Food Programme (WFP), and also giving appropriate attention to mutritional
programmes being conducted on a bilateral basis”.

2., At its fifty-ninth session, the Econcmic and Social Council accepted a -
suggestion from ACC that it defer consideration of the question so that it might
?ake it up in the light of prior examination by ACC of the issues and interagency
implications involved. The present report is intended to assist the Couneil in
its deliberations.

I. OBJECTIVES
3. The objectives of the present review are to:

(2) TFxamine the existing and projected activities of the United Nations
system with reference to the implementation of the resolutions of the World Food
Conference related to nutritional improvement, taking account of the relevant
decisions of the governing bodies of the agencies concerned:

(b) Determine whether the efforts of the system are fully mobilized apd
integrated, in co-operation with the Govermments, at all levels in order to
achieve maximum impact at the country level. taklng into account programmes being
undertaken on a bilatersal basis;

(¢) Comnsider whether the existing arrangements and resources can respond
effectively to the major nutritional problems of the developing world.

h.  The basic purpose should be to ensure that:

(a) TInteragency co-operation works smocthly and rationally in each of the
specific fields of activity;

(b) The activities in the various fields are mutually supporting and
complementary, at the country level in particular, within a common framework of
approach to the sclution of the nutrition problem; and

(9) This comprehensive approach is itself directed towards mutrition
objectives that are compatible with other developmental goals.

-combating the symptoms.
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IT. THE NUTRITION PROBLEM
5. The existence of widespread hunger and malmutrition is perhaps the most }

obvious - and the most disturbing - symptom of under-development. Aecording to

the assessmeut prepared for the World Food Conference, almost half a biliion people
are affected by malnutrition in the developing world - and this is thought tc be a
conservabtive estimate. Malnutrition is believed to be responsible, as an
underlying or associated cause, for a high proportion of the deaths of children
under Tive years of age in developing countries.

6. And yet, despite the overwhelming moral imperative for all-out efforts to
reduce and ultimately eliminate malmutrition, neither national Govermments nor the
United Nations system have satisfactorily laid out a strategy for doing so. Three
reasons may be put forward for this failure.

7. The first reason is that, although malnutrition is a consegquence of poverty
and under-development, the nutritional programmes of national Govermments, the
United Nations system and bilateral agencies have been largely focused on

While specific measures to feed hungry people have their
rightful place and must be pursued, it is now-realized that the basic remedy is
development. But it is not enough to achieve this only in aggregate national
terms; what is required is to ensure that development improves the lot of the
poorest strata of the population, where hunger and malnutrition are most prevalent.
Even substantial national increases in food supplies will not solve the problem if
the additional food is not produced by or cannot be purchased by those in need.

It is clear that, by and large, development is not reaching adequately the rural
and urban poor whe need it most, especially if malmutrition is to be eliminated.

8. The second reason is the complexity of the approach that is needed, calling
for the contribution of different disciplines: health specialists, statisticians,
nutritionists, agrlculturalists, teachers, economists and planners must all join
forces if the problem is to be properly defined and tackled effectively. In other
words, nutriticn improvement (probably more than other aspects of development) can
only be achieved through a national integrated interdisciplinary interministerial
approach, with all the difficulties of organization and management that it entails.
This has been recognized in pr1nc1ple but, while progress has been made, there is
sti1ll much that remains to be done in defining how to proceed in practice. It is
only in recent years that a view has emerged of how to formulate nutritional
objectives and programmes in different country situations, as a component of
national development plans.

9. Thirdly, and no doubt partly because of the considerations mentioned above,
not many Govermnments have so far set national nutritional targets. The '
establishment of suech a target would represent a political decision of the first
importance and might have a significant impact on the entire national development
strategy. ALl ThHe &videfice sUggests that, for most countries, the achievement of
acceptable nutritional targets would require a reassessment and redirection of
both social and econcmic development efforts and could entail basie structural

reforms.
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III. BSIGNIFICANCE CF THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

10. The World Focd Conference introduced some important new elements, to which
both national and international action in the future is called upon to respond.
In its resolution I, the Conference resolved that all Govermments should accept
the goal of eradicating hunger and malnutrition within a decade ~ that is, by
1985. The implications of this goal bave not yet been fully assessed. PBut
certainly it cannot be achieved without a major change in the direction and race
of the over-all development effort, including food production and distribution.
Unless this goal, or a feasible modification of it based on local study, is taken

,,seriously.as”a,politicalgcommitmentgat_theﬂnational~level?—%here—ismnOAchance—of_

national and international resources being used with maximum effectiveness to
eliminate malmutrition,

1l. Morecwer, resolution V of the World Food Corférénce erystallized the thinking
of both nutrition specialists and administrators, and provided an over-all
framework for action in priority areas, which added together constitute a valid
basis for coherent action by all concerned, to promote a durable solution to the
metrition problem. Thus the resolution emphasized that the formulation of

adequate mutrition policies by Governments, as part of their long-term develorment

plans, is the essential line of approach towards ensuring that all pecple have the
capability and the knowledge to feed themselves rroperly. To this end the
Conference recommended that all Goveruments formulate sueh national food and
nutrition strategies, with assistance from the United Nations system as required,
In the same resolution the Conference recommended a series of actions in the
nutrition field which should receive immediate attention and should be seen as
part of and contributing to a lasting solution. These include special Teeding
programmes for hungry and vulnerable groups, particularly pregnant and mursing
women, children and workers; specific measures sgainst nutritional deficiencies;
measures to improve the rural enviromment , and food legislation and food control
measures. The resolution also recognized the need for the development of both
national and global nutrition surveillance systems to improve knowledge of the
dimensions, nature and locations of malnitrition, so that the formulation of
long-term policies and short-term measures can be properiy oriemted. It also
called for the identification of the major areas in which additional research is
needed to enable mutrition policies and action to become rrogressively more
effective.

. N . )
12, At the intermaticnal level, the way has thus been Prepared for more integrated
and intensive national efforts, with more effective support from the United Nations
systenm,

IV. CURRENT INTERAGENCY ACTIVITIES FOR IMPLEMENTING RESOLUTION V
CF THE WORLD FOOD CCNFERENCE
13. While all agencies have or are reporting to their governing bodies on their

current activities in the field of nutrition, special reports are being prepared by
the agencies individually and collectively for the fortheoming session of the

fov.
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World Food Council with respect to resolution'V, It is the .intention of the
following section to provide highlights of interagen¢y aotion so far initiated,
taking into account, however, thdt the initial intentions agreed upon after the
World Food Conference had to be scmewhat toned down because of the lack of
immediately available resources and of.specdial financial difficulties in .

assistihg projects at the country level. The relatively short period of time to
reach consensus on the approach and the need to obtain the interest of Governments
and to negotiate action and programmes - not only in the field of nutrition planning
but in other fields as well - should also be taken into account when evaluating
progress so _far achieved.

A. Intersectoral food and mutrition planning

1h. The FAO, WHO, World Bank and UNICEF are concerned with various aspects of

irtersectoral focd and nutrition planning. The FAO is serving as the lead agency
in the implementation of the relevant provision of resoiution V (para. 2). Steps
have been taken by FAO and the agencies concerned to develop a consensus in their

.approach to assisting countries to build up their national planning capacity for

formulating and implementing nutrition objectives as part of over-all development
planning. In October 1975 FAOQ convened a workshop in which the following
organizations participated: +the United Nations, the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), UNICEF, WFP, WHO, the World Bank, FAO, the Protein-Calorie
Advisory Group (PAG) and several bilateral agencies ~ the Dapish International
Development Agency (DANIDA), the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA},
the Bank of New Zealand, the Ministry of Development of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and-the United States Agency for International
Development - with observers from UNESCC, the World Food Council and the University
of 0slo. Specific action has been initiated by FAC in several countries,
including Algeria, Brazil, Colcmbia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal, Sri
Lanka and Tunisia. FPreliminary data collection and analysis are under way in
eight more countries. BSome other countries have shown interest in this approach
and more official requests for assistance are expected. The organizations and
agencies are reviewing their programmes in the light of the agreed approach to
food and nutrition policies and will further elaborate the consensus, both in
policy and in field work, in the course of Joint ccllaboration with Goverrments.
Bilateral agencies have participated and will be encouraged to participate in
these reviews and further consultations on the effectiveness of the approach.

B. Epeding programmes

15. The World Food Programme, besides providing emergency aid, devotes almost

a quarter of its total assistance to projects designed to improve the nutritional
status of particular groups, and it is expected that this assistance will increase.
The tlree main categories of frojeets are supplementary feeding programmes for
mothers and pre-school children; primary and secondary school feeding programmes;
and institutional feeding. UNICEF assists Govermments in dealing with nutrition
programmes and promotes special feeding programmes with emphasis on meeting the
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needs of children. Both UNICEF and WFP are at present negotiating a co-operative
agreement for joint action in providing food aid to vulnerable groups, with
particular reference to emergency situations and special assistance programmes.
The FAO and WHO also co-operate closely with UNICEF and WFP and provide assistance
with technical advice in the elaboration, implementation and appraisal/evaluation
of projects. The FAO in particuler will assist WFP in integrating self-contained
nuetrition elements into WFP projects to maximize food aid.

16. 1In paragraphs 7 and 8 of resolution V the World Feod Conference called for

an intensified effort in feeding programmes, It is essential that such Programmes
be geared to genuine development and that priority attention be given to the
population groups in greatest need and at greatest risk. In order to promote
these cbjectives, the agencies and non-governmental organizations concerned (Fao,
WEP, UNICEF, WEO, Catholic Relief Services, Caritas Internationele, the League of
Red Cross Societies, the Lutheran World Federation, the Swedish Red Cross, the
Mutrition Institute of the University of 0Oslo) were lrought together in March 1975,
on the initiative of WHO, and broad guidelines were agreed on concerning
supplementary feeding programmes with nutrition, education and training components
end arrangements made for co-ordination at the national level, Since that time,
co-ordination committees have been established in three countries with major

3

feeding programmes (Bangladesh, India and Pakistan), and plans are under way for

similar integrated feeding programmes in 10 other countries in the near Future.
In addition, plans are under way for an intensified training programme in group
feeding in the region of South-Fast Asia and subsequently in other regions.

C. MNubrition education and training

17. The prime target group for education (in a special sense) on mutrition
problems consists of govermmental planners and policy makers. Attempts to reach
them in one way or another are being made by FAQ, WHO, the World Benk and UNICEF.
Plans and proposals for setting up regional training centres are under discussion
by FAO with bilateral donors. Nutrition education and trairing in a more
conventional sense is being provided or promoted by FAC, UNESCO, WHO and UNICEF.
UNESCO has given particular attention to the promotion and improvement of the
quelity of nutrition education.

D. Action agsinst specific mutrient deficiencies

18. The WHO, the World Bank and UNICEF are actively rromoting supplementation
programmes or food enrichment to tackle specific nutrient deficiencies which can
cause major health problems, primarily endemic goitre, vitamin A deficiency and
nutritional anaemias. Mejor programmes are under way in Bangladesh, Central
America, Indiz, Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand.

/oo
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E. Nutrition surveillance

19. 1In paragraph 13 of resolution V the Conference called for the establishment
of a global nutrition surveillance system. What is required is a system of
contimious monitoring of the mutritional situation of a population, through the
use of simple indicators, to identify the main factors responsible; to show
changes over time; and to predict serious deteriorations. Nutrition surveillance
should be designed for use in planning action programmes at the national and
international levels and in evaluabing results. Under the leadership of WHO,
work has begun on the development of such a system, in close liaison with FAO's

.Global Information.and Farly Warning System on food and agriculture.

20, PRarly action was taken by FAQ, UNICEF and WHO to develop in the first instance
an agreed methcdology which would be practical and have a wide applicability. To
this end, a Joint Expert Committee was convened by WHO in October 1975, consisting
of experts in the field of agriculture, economics, health, nutrition and
statistics. The group prepared a series of recommendations on the initial
assessment of a nutrition situation, the selection of indicators, the planning and
development of surveillance systems, and needs for further research. The Expert

- Committee reccmmended that the international agencies concerned should:

(a) Assist countries in the setting up of national surveillance systems,
including training of senior personnel;

(b) Prepare reference manuals and training materials;
(c) Promote research for improving surveillance methodology;

(d) Set up machinery for co-ordination of their efforts towards the
establishment of a global surveillance system and for interchange of information
between national systems.

Three critical regions from the food and nutrition point of view were suggested
for the initiation of field work: South Asia; Fast Africa and the Sahel; and
Central and South America. The three agencies concerned have nominated individual
experts to constitute a joint working group for the furtherance of this effort,
which has szlready started in four Sahelian countries, and to exploring the interest
and possibilities in the Philippines, Sri lanka and Central America.

F. Research

21. Among the various agencles concerned with research programmes, it has been
agreed that FAQC should take a lead in co-ordinating the programme of applied
mutrition research called for in paragraph 14 of World Focd Conference
resclution V. The WHC has become closely associated and active in this field by

stpporting and co-ordinating research on more practical and effective measures

for the control of nutriticnal anaemias and vitamin A deficiency; Joint research
work is being carried out by FAO and WHO on how to satisfy outritionsl requirements

[ee.
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iﬂTV;ﬁ : ?deEdgiiiirzgtticOé?gica% and dietery condifions; on the role of other factors, ‘ 26. The ACC emphasized that the recommendations of the World Food Conference and
if;‘% decline of bfeastffezgigglzngrSZZZ;:ism:ingtrlzlon5 cn fa?tors respgnsible for the various resolutions of the governing bodies of the institutions of the United
%ﬁi'i for the assessment of the matritiomed situzzyn er?ct them; on practical metheds Nations system had developed a new momentum for action to banish hunger and ensure .
;IH services for mitrition-related activitios inlzn o fipﬂlﬂtlon groups; on delivery adequate mutrition for all. That momentum, in order to be maintained and increased,
: ’A and on other aspects of infefrél tion b s enrren y'under~§e¥ved populations; has to be reflected irn the work of the organizations of the system concerned. The
) \J naS oo erat'dp i ation between health and nutrition. UNICEF also ACC considered that the existing arrangements for ensuring appropriate planning,
;?!“ vap. Thg beid gznk aiazzm505§ecif;c studies related to.ch%ld.nutritiQn_under implementation and assessment of nutrition-related activities were not adequate
i‘ ; programﬁe. Thé Goveriin Counc?i Efetz r§S§irch coyponent in 1ts nutrition for the new situation. The systenr required an action-orientation hased on common- -
o is considering a Programie which inal de ni ed Nations Environment Progremme (UNEF) policies and approaches to nutrition improvement. However, ACC felt that the
ﬁ' ‘i shattatatecletalien [ 11ch 1ncludes elements that would be relevart. ... : rearrangenents-—reguired were more in the nature of new mechanisms for co-operation
Al . . . . . )
fw.‘” 22. Representatives of the agencies concerned were brought together with FAO in snd ecumor. Betion Bhan mew inatiiutions or bodies:
tHE October 1975. It was recognized that the priority given by the World Food '
‘ 15 i COIleJE'EIlC_e to specific areas - for example, intersectoral food and mutrition : . - — e A." At the country level
| i plann%ng, supp%ementgry and emergency feeding programmes, and nutrition '
i Sulveltance, o 2adition to others mentioned in resolution V - had determined to 27. The ACC urged strongly that the starting point for all arrangements must be
fi‘ work gthe grgu m:diuaazzimm:@te? to be considered. Taklng.account.of previous an intensified co-ordination of action at the country level on the part of
: > P ection of priority areas for applied nutrition research. agencies concerned with mutrition, in support of government initiatives. Of key
i . . . importance would be the development by the Govermments themselves of machinery for
si°toTSE_i;ggﬁafzOﬁii;itzgitrzze;ntiragencyhconsultatlve committee should be set co-ordinating the efforts of international and bilateral assistance. The
by preferable o inbegrate tre rezzarjila W ole.t gowevgrs ACC considers it W%ll formulation by Govermments of national policies for food and nutrition, as
needed to implement the wishes of fhe COE§§EZ§SH _into ;he other types of action recommended in paragraph 1 of resolution V, and the establishment or stremgthening
matter areas under the diff N € in each of the specific subject- of interministerial co-ordinating mechanisms for implementing such policies, would
. ilferent paragraphs of resolution V. Research and action be the most effective form of co-crdination of the international input at the
sh?uld be closely interrelated, with research supporting action and action country level
stimulating resea?c@. It is therefore felt that applied research in each subareas - Y .
i;rtiiaﬁgizsagzzz;tigzczﬁiggy9aigive;}iin§§ ani the like - should be co—?rdinat§d 28. All organizations would undertake to provide every possible support to such
in the same area. The 0verv£ew~ofgmuitidi e'oi@erragenc1es assoc%ated Wl@h.actlon national efforts, which in view of the multisectoral character of the nutriticn
research for purposes of consistency apd :;;g ;nﬁryd?ﬁd all applied nutrition approach require also the full understanding and support from the resident
when it was necessary for the a enczes topre AP tﬁn ing, could ?e made at tlmgs representatives of UNDP, who would play a key catalytic role.  Towards this end,
as & whole. The mobilization 0% rosonroos fV1EW < 1§plementatlon of resclution V he should co-ordinate, with the assistance of the agency representatives, the
i programmes of action. could be done shrongh Z;iziizarc ?has.we;l as for the | ne%otiations, progrgmming, formula?ion and financiqg_of nutr%tiog programmes for
S interested mgemcies énd Government o ) ting mechanisms, such as groups of which Governments will request assistance. In addition, during implementation,
HIREE ' ' ' ) : suitable arrangements could be made at the country level, with the representatives
S . O . L. of the organizations most involved, to assess progress achieved along with the
% fﬁﬁ ?ﬁeisTgung:iig zz;oie§§2ici% Euldgnce needeg for FUt%ltloP research programmes, objectives and to consider what further development or expansion may be needed.
Hl the résegf mbershi 15ts or panels of specialists be drawn up, including He will ensure, depending upon local circumstances, the meximum impact of the
g,‘wﬁ P nt membership of PAG and of the Expert Advisory Panel of WHO on Nutrition. external inputs into the national development plan, ‘
iy
i V.. RECOMMENDATIONS QF AC(C _ . B. At the interagency level
| H“ igéthgi giviizpizgrizi reco:mepdaz;ons to the Economic ard Social Council on 29. To ensure that the technical and financial assistance of the various agencies
24 1T bodies may be iustifi ge@en ¢ in the United Netions system or new institutional are mutuslly supporting at the country level, some interagency co-ordinating
SN l-tg‘y Ve Justiiied in order to ensure follow-up on World Food Conference arrangements will be necessary at Headquarters level. From experience prior to
i .Teio_:_lﬂﬂl on mubrition, ACC took account of the new perceptions of the - the World Food Conference and particularly since the Conference, it would seem
3 fi gngieizga problen, the activities of the various United Fations agencies and preferable to organize co-ordinated mulitidisciplinery activities with a nutritional
nis initiated %geziles Wlt? Tesard to nutr%tlon, %ﬂd the W?rklng arrangements already focus around specific objectives and in specific areas rather than attempt
N W the agencles in co-operation during 1975 in proceeding with the interagency co-ordination over the whole complex field in a single mechanism.

implementation of resolution V.
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30, This is the pattern of action-oriented arrangements that has been developing
among the agencies so far, in their response to the various parts of resolution V,
as descrived in the preceding section. PFor each field of activity, described in
paragraphs 14-24 above, the ageacies with a role to play have been identified,
among which one has been recognized as the leading or convening agency. In each
ares of work, the agencies concerned have initiasted arrangements and working
procedures which can ensure a consensus in approach and provide for collaborative
programming and implementation in the particular field, with a special focus on
country action. BSuch joint working arrangements have been initiated in areas such
as food .and nubrition planning support, global nutrition. surveillance, feeding -
rrogrammes and applied nutrition research. In each case, interested bilateral
agencies have participated and will be encouraged to participate. It is the
intention of the executive heads to support and implement these arrangements.

31. The ACC atftached particular importance %o the collaborative activities
proposed by the agencies for the support of food and nutrition planning, which
should progressively harmonize the policy approach of agencies and Governments
to raising the nutritional status of needy populations. Speedy progress in
harmonizing interagency policies will make it possible for agencies to assist
countries with small missions of the best qualified people, irrespective of
institutional boundaries.

32. The ACC recognized the interest of Governments, governing bodies and the
agency heads in the implementation of resoclution V as a whole. With this in mind,
ACC proposed to establish a sub-committee on mutrition, which should have a strong
representation from the agencies most concerned in order to harmonize assistance
policies and help to ensure that actions are taken in line with the needs expressed
by the Member Govermments. The sub-committee would thus be the point of
convergence, ab the secretariat level, of activities im all of the areas of work
defined above. Its reports would, subject to review by ACC itself, be submitted
to the Economic and Social Council, to the World Food Council and to the governing
bodies of all the agencies concerned. These reports would provide a common basis
for consideration by the respective governing bodies of the aspects of nutritional
improvement in which they are involved and would thus help to promote compatible
decisions in different forums. Special arrangements could be made for the ACC
mutrition sub-committee to meet as reguired with bilateral agencies and
non-governmental orgenizations active in nutrition-oriented projects.

33. Although the sub-committee would leave the co-ordination of action to the
working~level groups, as described above, it would be expected to lay down
guidelines for mutually supporting action at the country level.

34k. The ACC envisaged that in order to foster an interdisciplinary approsch not
merely between but alsc within crganizations, the seat of the ACC sub-committee
would rotabe among the agencies primarily concerned, being moved at intervals of
three to five years. The obligations involved in acting as host to the o
sub-committee, while not large in budgetary terms, would nevertheless be significant
from & substantive point of view, since the organization in question would be the
focal point for a complex series of interlocking actions by the United Netions

/--.

®/5805
English
Page 11

system as & whole. A small continuing secretariat for the sub-committee would be
established in order to strengthen interagency co-ordination and action as well
as serving as a foeal point for the nutrition advisory panel suggested in
paragraph 38 below.

C. At ?hg_intergovernmental level

35. As regards co-ordination st the intergovernmental level, ACC considered that
new intergovernmentsal machinery, specifiezlly for co-ordination of nutrition
activities, would not be necessary. What was essential at this level was to
facilitate the taking of compatible and co-ordinated decisions by the governing
boedies of the various orgesnizations and programmes. Joint reporting to the
governing -bodies by the proposed -ACE nutrition sub-committee, as suggested above,
would work in this direetion. In addition, the World Foed Council would be
keeping under review the system's over-all response to the World Food Conference
resolution on nutrition. Finally, the Economic and Social Council would ensure
that nutritional goals were co-ordinated with other developmental goals.

36. The ACC draws the attention of the Council to the fact that the FAO Conference,
at its session in November 1975, had decided that the Ad Hoe Committee of the FAOQ
Council on Food and Mutrition Policies, open to all member States, should continue
to play its role as a catalyst and co-ordinator of nutrition activities within

FAC. The next session of the Committee is scheduled for December 1976. Gther
agencies of the United Nations system are always invited to attend these sessions.

D. The need Tor outside expertise

37. The approach outlined in the present paper will, if accepted by the Council,
accentuate the already well recognized need for the United Nations system to benefit
from outside expertise in the technical guidance of its work on nutrition. For a
considerable time the prime source of such expertise has been the Protein-Calorie
Advisory Group of the United Nations system (PAG), which is sponsored and financed
jointly by the United Nations, UNICEF, FAO, WHO and the World Bank. The PAG
consists of 15 eminent individuals, drawn from widely differing technical
backgrounds. The sponsoring agencies wish to pay tribute to the dedicated manner
in which the successive members of PAG have served the United Nations system over
the years and to place on record their appreciation of the Group's contribution

to the advancement of an understanding of nubritional problems. This very
understanding, however, has led to a new and complex, multifaceted approach which,
in the opinion of the sponsoring agencies, calls for a re~examination of the
concepts underlying PAG.

38. Tt is the considered view of the sponsoring agencies and ACC that a much
brodder-tased arrangenent 1§ Tow néeded for Cahalizing cutside expertise to the
system. Panels or groups of experts will be needed in most of the distinet fields
of activity which make up a composite approach to the autrition problem. Applied
nutrition research is an area in which such expertice will be of fundamental

[on-
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importance. Intersectoral planning and nutrition surveillance will require A Distr.

different types of experts, as will action against specific nutritional deficiencies. C @ N S EB &? GENERALE
The experts dealing with all the various aspects of the problem should together - =TS E/5805

constitute a successor body to PAG, which might be called the Nutrition Advisory F@ (:D ) 28 svril 1976

Panel of the United Nations system. E C @ g FRANCATS

39. In order to ensure that the totality of the system’s efforts can benefit from EF S @ Q B A ORIGI,NAL : ANGLAIS

expert guidance, ACC suggests that every two or three years there be an independent
assessment of the "state of the art”. The objective should be & review of the
evolution of the nutrition problem, of the understanding of its causes and cures,
and of the need for_ any recrientation-in the work of the United-Nations-system.—— ' T

To carry out this review, the full Nutrition Advisory Panel would probably be too PROBLEMES ALIMENTAIRES

Soixaente et uniéme session

large and unwieldy a body. It would, however, be feasible to make a selection .
from the panel of individual experts covering all the mair disciplines involved. * Arrangements institubionnels conhcernant la nutrition
The resulis of this assessment should be made known not only to Governments and T
organizations but also to the public at large, in order to stimulate support for - Exposé du Comité administratif de coordination (CAC)
action to resolve this fundamental problem of our time. AR
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