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Introduction

At its sixty-first session the Ecomomic and Social Council had before it a
Statement by the Admipistrative Cormittee on Co-crdination entitled "Institutional

errangerents relating to nutrition” {Z/5805). The Council decidad to defer to itsg

i

sixty-third session detailed consideration of the proposals made in this document,
in order to allow time for more thorough study and for consultetion witkh the
Protein-Calorie Advisory Group (PAG) and others ibout arrargements for the

ature. 1/ These consultstions heve been held. This supplemants

glghoretes some of the originel recommendations, and modified them in three
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respects:

{a) Tt proposes a standing advisory group on nusrition composed of five or
six members. The PAG would complete its work at the end of 1977;

() AT the seme time all sgenciss would drew widely on consultan:t advice
without constituting formally a "nutrition advisory penel®;

{c} The secretariat would be adminisllred by one agency on behalf of the
spensors, rather Than rotating among them.

2. The PAG met at Headquarters from 31 Janusry to 4 Februsry 1977 with en agenda
that included an item on institutional srrangements. Representatives of the

statement. The PAG report "Institutional arrangements relating te cutrition,

vart in useful discussions, whick vrovide the main basis for this supplementary
ity
deted L February 1977, is etisched as an annex. -«

1/ Fconomic and Social Council decision 174 (LXI) of 5 August 1976.
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World foed and nutriticn situation
3. The improvement in world fcod supplies that began in 1975 has continued
during the past year, and in many respects the situation hes begun to rscover to
thet which prevailed before 1972. Yith generally bvetter weather, strcng rprics
i eveloping

"

at wt
ncentives, and an improved supply of fertilizer and cther inputs, many &
ries “ne o

countries have enjoyed two successive yezrs of good harvests., ¥ith
excepiion of Africe, food produ ntwon per head o+ the roouletion in
l s regained earlisy pedk levels, and in most countries focd
n are likely to havé recovered from thre starp deteriors
erlier in the decade.’ FHowever, although il hey gre difficul 2250
rm problems of poveriy and Pdnrer ard malnuirizion rexmzin as before.
i c on is that during the pericd 1970-197L in 53 countries wit: 2z total
Topulztion of l 300 miliion people rational average supplies of dietery ernersy
Were less than riticnal regquirements. This may be an overestimation of tre
degrae of "Anger a“d wa7nutvﬂt19ﬂ tc the extent that some pecple 1 these
ccuntries are adecuiately nourished, but at the szme time There
mainourishked pecple in countries whe:e average supplies exceed
Higher consuter prices for focd bear heavily or the poorest D
ore few countries have servicas for the prevention ard
malny each tbe lzyze number of children in
Alth of ¢ IEdl stocks rmade pessibl
£008 overent Inr werid fo
BT et 0f an intarns
co gemert of tThe sxlar
aid, the nutriticrnsl 1
Toore a3 not yet reached the
ol 10 ended by the WEFL4 Tc
lencs urces of expertise, finsncie

1

ey ond stralugles and peoromm

Y The recommendeiion mads by thes ACC last year thait tThs
Kutrition be established (E/5805, para. 32) has been elsbor
agencies should be revresented on this committee by sernior cexr
resronsibility for action con nutriticn in their respective agernci
be expected to meet twice a vegr. The Sub-Commitiee, which would ke serviced
by =2 small interagency secretariat, wonld keep under review the over-all direction,
scale, coherence and impect of the United Nations system resrense to the
nutritional protlems of the world //IL would Te & point of convergence in
haxmonizing the policies angd setivities in the United Nations system, particularly
in accomplishking the objectives of resolution V of the Vorld Food Confe;ence. It
would provide initiative in thre devCTOnmeqt and harwg%;;atlon of ccncc~~4)

[

1 the Uniicz Nations system in rescons

ricional needq of ccuntrizs. I; would arpraise experience and progress
towards achievem ment of objectives, and would lay cown guidelines for mutuslly
surpcriing act;og_g;,ani&;_*”ﬂﬂv and country lﬁVC¢“ It would bring to the ACC
issuss 1n need of resolution and would sugpest ways to apprcach specific roblems,
[ T—

i
such as the formation of special task forces or working groups.
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5. Formally, the terms of refe
on a continuing
ramely, to:

)

(2) Zxamine the existing and projected activities of the United ¥ations ‘\\\\
ystem with reference to the implementation cof the resoluticns of the Worldé Focd

Terence releated to nutritional improvement, taking account of the relevan

decisions of the governing bodies of the agencies concerned;

() Determine whether the efforts of the system are fully mobilized znd
integ eted, in co-operation with the Governments, at a2ll levels in ordexr to
leve meximum impact at the country level, taking into account programmes being
ertaken on & bilatersl basis; . v

(¢) Consider whether the existing arrengements and resources can restond
effectively to the mejor nutritional problems of the developing world.

a

Advisory sroun on rnutrition

b trosder-based arrangement than in the past for cnanne111 1 outs
= Jz:ted Nations system. Panels or groups of expertis are needed in

t fields of activity withia e cemposite approacn to the nut*it
genization of such groups of experts is the primery re
in the perticular T“eiun ccncerned. Tn addiiion to
agrees with PAG that there would be adventage in es

heanism for making outs%de expert advice sveilable to

~
S
wch advice would relate primarily to multidisci iplinary Troblems,
£ *

6. The ACC emphasized, in document :/5805,’“ar=g*apﬁs 37-3%, the ne
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n
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To the linzsges between the various activities invelved in an attack orn the
Trocisen of rutrition, and to the over-2il orientsticf of the efforts of the
Unit ; tem. To this end ACC proposes the creation of an adviscry

uq

[
O

i

ng the major disciplinary aress within z comprex
It would function in a fl=xible manner, reszon
rom the ACC Sub-Committze or from the sponsorlpg
¢f Ttha adviscry group would be formulated and
S in the light of proposals from members of
che group itsel?. Froblars would Lle rﬂ‘&rr&d,
TOur &8 2 whole o 10O ind‘viduai members of it.
) not availeble either in the group or in the sp
ogramme of work could epv1saﬂe the use of consultants
I working groups on suecific QUDJcCuS. lieetings as
ranged by the ACC Sup- Coﬁmittee; the adviscry group would elect
man and the Sub-Committes secretariat would service the meeting

he group would also meet 1nformall, with menbers of the ACC Sub—Com_

4p would have a membership of five or six with a tensl of
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2/ The rame "Advisory Group on Nutrition" is suggested instead of "Starding
Nutrition Advisery Committee (SWAC)" in the PAG report.
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and would ke free to bring sprropriate ratiers and concerns to their attentlon.
The mesbers of the group would be apnointied by the ACC Sub-Cermittee on the

recommendation of the sponsoring agencies. A membership rotation systex would be

introduced gradually so that after the first several years, each membsr wcould serve
& three-year term, with the possibility of renewal or re-arpointmert lzter. The
rerorts of the adviscry group or of individual members of it would always be
eddressed tTo the ACC Sub-Committee.

Relations with interested bilasterszl =id egencies
and other agencies worki:ﬂ in nutriticon

8. In resolution XTI, paragrrah 11, the World Food Conference reguested the
Feonomic and Social Council to sxemine the need for new instituticnsl arrsngements
cn nutrition "giving anproarlﬂte attention tc nutritional vrogrammes being
condueted on a bilaterszl basis” The agercies and PAG have been nTEC
bileteral agencies interested in nutrition on an ad hoe basis.

last ssnience cof paragraph 32 of E/5805, there shoulg be informal tricart

neetin éihem“e*s of the ACC Sub-Committes = he advisory £rdup on

irgs involvin
nutritioncg%llaueval agencies and Ienresentatlve institutions active ir nutrition
especizlly from develeping countri A

"Nutrition advisory manel"

P

b

erent agencies of the United I long been Crzwin
nliant advice, whethz: from dndividuals or canels 0r LTOuns

[y

3

¥

of consultanis on whose services thsg
as merticnszd in
dviscry gre.p on mutriiicr
e would be served Tty corbining ‘Lese Tenels
senel of the United Heticns system™, as sz

ACC therefore does rot propose 1o precesd
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e will need to be con t 1;&& ard intensified
zoove. -T'*weve" , Wi ‘c he ti

YU

QO
S
4]
lrj [4%]
50
i

s
[al

3

ot
Hofn o

O 0
&

[S
e
33

Wt

[ )
w
a1
]

o]
[

4

=
I
+
g
ot
&y
w

dent review of the shate (o t@
¢ o the eveolution of tlhe nutr

ures end of the need Ior any s
ns system, and that the results of thi
and Social Council. Fxow ;rorg the ways of downg th' lﬂ" d in th

o
ool
ot
y (< ‘U
I3 [t 3=
i

eSS
[ D

i o
2 0O
5
Q

(1}
kb

]
!
o
(o3 & B
T
&1
w O 0

i
»4
e}
-4
H
1]
u

fon.




, b b RARMAEER i bbb oot
L J e
b g
£/5968
English
o Paze 5

Budget and secretariat

ACC Sub-Committee, the 2éviscry

1l. The services reguired to support & vigor
g -

ous
: ; ition, tripartite mestings, and the periodic review, constiiute =
eavy workload; Hevertheless, present budgetary constraints, esvecialiy
mes related secretariat services, lez@ ACC <o recognize thaet the basic
budgst sheuld ip tially be limited to the present level oF the PAG tudget finsn
b i.e., $300,000 & yegr, whnile reamgining oncn to

Y agency contributions,
itrd to receive funds~in-irust as contrituiions
=

butions from new sponsors or
the cost of activities within tkre epproved progrerme of work of ik

¥ groun. The budgetary limitation will mesn thet experts pertic

e various institutional arrangements accept to do substantive prepara

twsen sessicns.

oqu have to be provided by sponsoring agen

ency members of the ACC Sub-Committee wit &
spects of nutrition. With the rrcposad broadenirg of the
nal arrangements, it would te approvriate for me :
han was the case for FAG. Those agencies W ;
intend to continue to contribute to meeting the ccsts o

C
svion, ﬂd to be ad;inistered ty Oﬂe 51'301rlsor:L_.L age
ag

R 1Y
Q0 Q
Oy
\h

2d of the sysiem of zotation put forwerd in Tar Ep- 5
the secretariat would be subject to approvel bty 811 nsoring
efore bte lccated -

uld administer the secretariat, waich would ther

dealing with the world nutriticn problem should be kept as
n .

1k, The process i dea
oren az possible, and reports of general interest coring out of the zbove
instituticnal arrangements should be published whenever appropriszte,

A

Joue
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Annexr

REP ORW OF TEE PROTEIN-CALORIE ADVISORY GRCUP ON INSTITUTIO:QL
ARRANGEMENTS RBLA ING TO WUTRITION

The Protein Advisory Group (PAG), st its twenty-‘ourth session held at United

d a
ns Headguarters from 31 Janusry %o L Februavy 1977, with the verticimation of
her

United

(o}

gti
.

¢ memters, representatives of sponsoring sgenci ‘es, &8 well as from ot

tions orgenizetions and from bilaterzl egencies, had in its agenda the
ccnsidereticn of the item on "nbtltut1ona1 arrangements relating to nutrition”,
in connexion with the Urnited Nations system's response to the pertinent resclutions
cf the World Focd C nference.

Ls & basis for its deliberations on this topic, the PAG session had & report
of a FAG draf ng group that had been appointéed by the PAG Chairmen et the time of
the FAG Steering Co.mﬂttee neeting held in Wew York on 28-29 September 1976, which
had hed part1c1net on of the five sponsoring agencies. That meeting hed egreed
thet PAG should mzke its views on this matter known to the United Nztion g eggencies,
and PAG Drafting Group would propose amendments to the ACC statement
on rrengements relating to nutrition submitted to the sixty-first
szssion e ] omic and Socizl Council (E/5805), and report to the +w enty--Tourth
PAG session, It had also been agreed that probosals adopted by the full PAG
s ido r nsmztuea to the sponsoring agencies and ACC, so that the letter
m e views in the re-elaboration of its propesals for the

or the Economie and Social Council,

The PAG scknowledges with avpreciation both the work done by the Drefting
Grour anl the COh*tY‘ﬁtﬂve suggestions received frem the representatives of the
United Fations and tilaiteral agencies during the Geliberations on this topic.

The PAG was particularly apprecintive of the oprortunity tc discuss its protosals
a wi 3 owzanléltior“ concerned vith the mutrition provlem end,
¢ discussion samong all parties, to be akle to prarere
seen To meelt many of the pressing concerns of the
the same time, hold strong :romise of effecting resl
of the Lnlted‘fqtions system, together with bilaterally
individuzl government actions, to work towards the

World Food Conference resolutﬂon V.

Considersble progress was made in these dlscu551ons towards a consensus
position on mejor peints. However, the final recommendstions are those of the PAG

sections that follov, PAG sets forth recommendations concerning specific
t it feels should be undertaken torether with brief explanation and
ions concerning the implerentation of these actions. Brief comment
on certain operational con 1siderations. A number of the

t
actions t
further s
is than o

[oue
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recormendations which follow are adopted from those in document £/3805. (See
recormendations 1, 2, 3 in pert, 9, 10 in psrt; a number of ACC prcpesa™a &

also incorporsted in the suppor 1':l'.ng text.)

1. It recomiended that there be established an ACC =
witn & meior chiective oFf serving 25 & voint of conversence
Jigd z Unis t e and
C

this would create the point within the United MNetiors
monization of policy and sctivitiés cpuld be effected,

anencies in the ACO _oi-cowmit oo
ies relevant to resolution V oznd should v

s V‘th autherity to aci on behalf of their

)]
i
2

Mahpitien zhAcid.luad

:nt and harmonization of conceptis,
the United Ma t’ons systen resuense to

Cer vevisw the gver-zll direction, secegle. coherence and irzact of the
waTions systenm response 1o the nutritional vroblems of the world.

inplies that the priority concerns might include:

hes in assisting member States to identify their
g, and to develop adecuate nutrition policies

1
development stretegies;

o-ordination of approaches znd actions in carrying

planning, implementation and assedsment of nutrition
ion-related activities, e.g., in education angd
crammes : food legislation: and food control,

L4
E - " - 1] 1 .(- 3 L] .
The PAG telieves these may be reasonable pricrities-once the institutional
;rran"cmun*v now recommended have been imJemented and would add only the
on of applied nutrition research priorities and programmes. Iowever,

co-~ordinati

23 recommended telow, PAG believes very strongly that a mechanism involving the

use of ocutside experts must be established to review the problems and D?lhrl
riinuing basis and otherwise to assist the ACC suc-ocraliize on n i

VAR
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s1cied fhﬁf there be esiablished a#suanalrr netrition adv1a0*h

4, it is reccorme
comnittee (SFAC) with the orimary purpose of assisting the ACC sube. . o or.
'”i:tc*tﬁ“t mlission, In talq context a related function of C will be o rev
at _arprovriate intervals thne chnan £ world situation, the ovrearsmmstic actiy
and scientific zand x sssional onlnvon, and to Frlnﬁ to the at entlon of the
ACC sub-coroniet R R I e S Tle D eT clo 87
T - N

)

It is strongly felt tha

t there must be & mechanism for intro
exrert opinicn and adviece inteo thi 5
1

18 process and thet te mole thi
e

red on a continuing basis, here n
Taguast that SUAC serve specifs

-

the individuals must be inve
vnen the ACC sub-ocrmd vl
agencies or bilateral

5. It is recomménded that the menvers of ETUAC te avtointed
Triste arranzements for routtﬂﬁn- that in :

v tha 20C sub-conr LEed o i1l T or b —ons ‘ubgeqi .l app 1ntments,be made

c—committes af%er‘caﬁsmltaﬁldn wzﬁh.smﬁc gnd.fhéf SWAC elect one of its

e T
mgmpers to serve as convenor,

It has been Suggested to FAG that BHAC be composed of five or §iX members,
The final decision on numbers should accommedate the appropriate representatics
G major disciplinary areas as well as a degree of geographical balance not tc
mention pessible physical or schedulin ng constreints that nay affect attendarce

E. It is recommended that the terms of reference of SWAC includers

1. To assist the LCC sub. committee o nutritics in . developing ‘and
barmonizing npolicies ana sotivities in the United “dthnS svstem
achievement of the objectives of reso¢uulons I anéd V of
Conference FProvisicn o? syen ghall reaoyire
co a nature and exient
it N and of the Unite

scale of effg
triticn provlen )

2, Yo vesrond to vacusste By the ACC subh--committee on nutrition or to prapose
5 it 4 roview orf srecific tories relste) <o the sTove: such Teviews nai
reduilre the apreintment of fpecial glivisoryrs or ad hoo sdviscryr FYouUYE;

C
1

ifi
tec1p
o

G11 o murnity, to nrovis & 3 'entific, 2l
and volicy matters, znd to stirmlst uldance of getion
to reduce ralnutrition.

“he above terms of reference do not explie

tly include, but should not te
taken to exclude, 2 role of SPAC in serving cer n

r-luted ‘needs of the bilaterally

fav
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ssisted prograrmes in develcoping countries establishing thereby an effective
re*atwonshﬁn with the United Nations system, as part of the wider internaticnal

effort.

It would seem logical to seek the assistance of sWAC in the review and
co=ordinaticn of applied nutrltlon regearch. -
i+
T It is recommended that the forum for discussions between the ACC sun-crormitiee
on nutrition and SEAC be an informel meeting. Agenda items i1l be identified
Jointly by the cha irman of tne ACC sub-committee on nutrltlop and the convenor of
sial

This procedure is suggested as being consistent with the policies eand
procedures of ACC and its sub-committees,

issue periodic review reports in connexion with it

sub-committee on nutrition and as & contrivution

wired in the assessuent of the evolution of United
f~

o resclution Ve These reports shall te din th

ot

T mractice to send conies of thess reports to trhe 2T
(erd ACC)., to the Eccnomic and Sccigl Council, ©o
=tion aad comment. and to cther ipterpsted e
sipn Fficant =ssistance to !
ies in Tormulating pelicy. A a3
% invelve privilessd information

Tne PAC deems it very important that the processes of developing and
implerenting programmetic approaches to world nutrition problerms be kept as oDen
as possitle so as to encourage & spirit of co-operation in achieving cormon
objectives Dboth within the United Estions system and in the greatsr corminl
This was also suggested in the concluding passage of document 5/5805. It
strongiy that communication should te in both directions if the instituticnal
srrengements now proposed are to prove effective, It is felt to be to the

B = 4+ -

trc uﬂlted Fations system.a d te the sunport of its activities that

Q. T+ is reccmmended that there he established a secretariat to suvtort the
activities of the ACC sub-ccormittes end SIAC. The profe gsional stafld of the
cocretarist snould be selected by the ACC sub-committee after consultation with
8iHAC, ‘e

The PAG has conolaered the question of the size of the secretariat and
experience relating to active ACC sub-commitiees, I* is felt that a secretariet
encompassing several professionals may be required to support the scope of work
that will relste to the overaticn of the United Nations systen in this field.
However, PAG is also cognizant that current tudget constraints may enforce =z
more rodest bsginning. At the same time PAG envisions that certein functioms of
+he secretarizt that could serve the needs of bilaterally supported programmes

&
[ans
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The PAG notes that the Vorld Food Council is charged to conduct vericdice
reviews of the operation of the United MNations system with reference to the
irmplementation of resolution V. However, in the normel process of policy
davelopment, programme planning and harmonization it is necessary thet SFAC and
he ACC sub-commitiee on nutrition stand back and assess the cperaticn of the
:rermes they are advising and the world situation in which those D*Og19”“e: are
je ting. This resvonsibility is reflected in the terns of reference ci 2oth
groups. These periodic (perheps biennial) assessments fior the ACC sub-commitiee
on nusriticn might be undertaken by one or more preeesses including the following:
8 yeviaew by SIAC, with ot without additional consultants recruited for this
purrtose; a specially appointed tesk force; or a co-cperative arrangement with the
World Food Council. Vhatever mechanisms ere adopted from time to time for this
purpose, it will be important that the findings be made available to the World
Food Courcil as a contribution tc The continuum of review processes of the
nutritionsl aectivities at different levels in the United Mations system and the
orld communivy et large mandested by the World Food Conference. It is also
tant that the resuits of such reviews be made available to the heazds of the
ies for nrohab?e reporting to the governing pedies and to other dnterested
ore zations, pavulcuWax ly these concerned with the nutritional
o

d_vel oping coqnbrles th*oughout the worla.

m

vy A
na
o

3o
0
0

. =
I+t would considerably assist the effectiveness of the new instituticngzl
including the generation of public awereness, if a regulsr publication

2%

Feccgnizing the very heavy demendés that will Te placed con the ti
of the memners of SNAC, it was suggested to PAG that ACC may feel ine
consider whether appropriate remuneration should be considered. The PAG it

1ot SXDIEES & viev,
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might Dbe underwritten by bilateral agencies. The PAG reccmmends that the
secretariat needs be monitored and that there be a review in not mere than three

yeers.

The PAG hes considered the location of the secretariat. It recogrized
several possible locations end felt, on balance, that there were stron* rezsens to
suggest a New York base. The PAG urges that the base selected be considersd
permanent. ' '

10. Eecosnizins the role played by bilateral agencies and by instiz c
organizations in the developing countries in combating world nutritd TTO d
end the desirability of harmonizing activities of both internsticnal ani reticonal
agencies, it is strengly recormended that:

()  Such arencies, organizaticns and institutions be kept informed of
sctivities Lnderta“en Ty SHACS

(b} These acenciss, organizetions esnd institutions be invited to ofizx
tivities;

A5 noted earliier, PAG feels that much would be geined by e ne &
L] (=3 o =
rachanisn for informal exchange of experience, views and proposzls for new
czches amcng these groups sharing a mutusl concern for the achievement cf the

Tre above recommendations might be seen as initial steps in 2n eveolving

=

DYoCess., .

Comments on operational consideraticns

Informel meetings of the ACC sub-committee on nutriticn and STAC will
reed to be held at least twice per yesr at the outset, Experfen

he necessary Irecuency of mestings in s*bseqasst years., It 1

nected that SNAC will meet independently before or after the informal meeting,

and rerhzps also as needed at other times, '

¢ topics wvrxantlng detailed consideration will ca identified,
cd that for somé such problens, the most el sective” “erpreoach wil
ioning a consultant or group of consultants tc assist in the prerg
ele <h

Tt cesms clear that as the new instituti onaT errangement comes int
i

i

crt for consideration by SHAC alone or meeting jointly with <
sub~-commititee, As a general principle it seems desirable that most such renoxts be

rade available to the broader community.

/IOD




