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ANNOUNCEMENT: Revival of the newsletter New & Noteworthy in Nutrition 
 

New & Noteworthy in Nutrition has a distinguished history. Alan Berg began New and Noteworthy in 1980 as a 
newsletter for World Bank staff. Over time, the newsletter was circulated not only within the Bank but also to a 
broader group of "Friends of Nutrition."  
New & Noteworthy aimed at assisting those working in health and development to keep abreast in the easiest 
possible way of emerging knowledge on nutrition science, policies, and programs. New & Noteworthy was written 
in a uniquely witty and provocative style that acquired a devoted following. Alan Berg continued to produce New 
and Noteworthy until 2000, when the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) took responsibility for 
its publication.  

The Population Reference Bureau (PRB) has agreed to continue producing New & Noteworthy. Richard Skolnik, 
the Director of International Programs at PRB and a longstanding friend of nutrition will be the editor of the news-
letter. He will include "classic topics" found in earlier versions such as undernutrition, nutrition policies and pro-
grams, food security, and news about the work in nutrition of selected organizations. In addition, New & Notewor-
thy will include topics of growing interest and concern such as obesity, nutrition and HIV, and biotechnology. 

New & Noteworthy will be available initially on the PRB website (www.prb.org), first issue to be published 27 July, 
and delivered via a number of listservs. Over time, PRB will explore interest in making New and Noteworthy a 
more interactive forum for discussion of nutrition issues. If you are interested in receiving New & Noteworthy by 
email, please send name, affiliation and email to Richard Skolnik at rskolnik@prb.org 

Please feel free to assist in developing the content of the newsletter by bringing to Richard's attention any policy 
developments, programs that provide important lessons, and publications that should be of special interest. 
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Working Together in Emergencies: Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies 
Marie McGrath, Director, Emergency Nutrition Network (ENN) 
 

The context 
Supporting appropriate infant feeding practice has been repeatedly identified as a critical target area 
necessary to globally reduce infant and young child mortality (Jones et al 2003). Well over two thirds of 
deaths in under fives associated with malnutrition occur during the first year of life, and are often linked with 
inappropriate feeding practices (WHO/UNICEF 2003). Lack of breastfeeding – in particular, lack of exclusive 
breastfeeding for the first six months of life – contributes to increased infant and childhood morbidity and 
mortality, compounded by inappropriate complementary feeding practices. Feeding infants and children in 
exceptionally difficult circumstances, e.g. those who are malnourished, low birth weight infants and those in 
areas of high HIV/AIDS prevalence, makes achieving global targets even more of a challenge. Complex 
emergencies, often characterised by displacement, food insecurity and conflict, further compromise the care 
and feeding of infants and young children. Interrupted breastfeeding, inappropriate complementary feeding 
and uncontrolled distribution of infant formula, all heighten the risk of malnutrition, illness and mortality, 
especially in the face of disrupted and/or poor water and sanitation conditions that typify acute emergency 
situations,  
 

IFE Core Group 
Given the challenge of supporting infant feeding in emergencies, the knowledge and skills of those working in 
aid operations is crucial, from a policy level to those working one-to-one with mothers and children. The need 
for capacity building in infant feeding in emergencies (IFE) was identified at an International Meeting on Infant 
Feeding in Emergency Situations in 1998, out of which grew a collaborative interagency effort concerned with 
bringing this about, what has become known as the IFE Core Group, This group of United Nations agencies 
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have been committed to developing training materials and 
policy guidance on infant feeding in emergencies. The IFE Core Group currently comprises the United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food Programme (WFP), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Emergency Nutrition Network (ENN), 
the International Baby Food Action Network-Geneva Infant Feeding Association (IBFAN-GIFA), Fondation 
Terre des hommes (Fondation Tdh), and CARE, co-ordinated by the ENN. The associate members Save the 
Children UK (SC UK) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) have 
been involved on specific field issues and their field experiences have particularly informed the work of the 
IFE Core Group. Members of the Core Group are also members the IFE Thematic Group of the SCN Working 
Group on Nutrition in Emergencies and the annual SCN meeting has been used as the key forum for sharing 
information and progress with the international nutrition sector. 
 

The mandate 
The work of the IFE Core Group is by no means a standalone initiative. It lies firmly within the scope of Article 
24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1989) and the WHO/UNICEF Global Strategy for 
Infant and Young Child Feeding (2003). Article 24 recognizes the right of the child to the highest attainable 
standard of health. To achieve this, “appropriate measures” are called for “to diminish infant and child 
mortality" and "to ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, are informed, have 
access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition, and the 
advantages of breastfeeding.” (CRC Art. 24(a) and (e)) It states that international co-operation is necessary 
to realize this right, particularly relating to the needs of developing countries. The Global Strategy, endorsed 
by the World Health Assembly in 2002 (WHA 2002), reflects a concerted effort to revitalise world attention on 
the impact of feeding practices on the very survival of infants and young children. A guide for action, it 
describes essential interventions to protect, promote and support appropriate infant and young child feeding 
and assigns specific responsibilities for governments, international organizations and other concerned 
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Strengthening the message: ECHUI at the 34th Annual Session 
Reported by Micheal Hutak, Communication Specialist, ECHUI, WFP 
 

The 34th Session of the SCN at FAO Headquarters in Rome this past February was an important milestone in 
the evolution of the Ending Child Hunger and Undernutrition Initiative (ECHUI). The Initiative’s key strategic 
document, the draft Global Framework for Action (GFA), was made available to all SCN participants ahead of 
the meeting, as part of the invitation to SCN members to comment on and improve its ideas and help 
determine its future directions. The session got underway under the theme "Working Together": a notion 
crucial not just to the success of the Initiative, but arguably to the sustainability and long-term effectiveness of 
development efforts for children. 
 

ECHUI and the SCN 
As the session proceeded with ECHUI in the spotlight, the SCN encouraged the core focus and aspirations of 
this effort: to put the still-pervasive phenomena of child hunger and undernutrition at the center of policy 
debate and to establish a broad-based partnership effort for mobilising attention and catalysing action on the 
causes, extent and impact of child hunger and undernutrition and the strategies and solutions available to 
address it – particularly at country, local and family levels. The Initiative was considered in the business 
meetings of the SCN’s three constituencies -  bilaterals, UN agencies and civil society organizations. In these 
discussions, the enthusiasm for redoubling our collective efforts to tackle child hunger and undernutrition 
helped to confirm the timeliness of ECHUI, and a consensus that with renewed focus, commitment and 
goodwill - and using the evidence and good practices available - we can all “work together” to eliminate these 
scourges which contribute to the preventable deaths of more than five million under fives every year. 
Leading up to the SCN Annual Session, several of the SCN’s Working Groups considered the evolving GFA 
and provided valuable, detailed comments which have since been reflected in the document. These include: 
greater specificity and clarity regarding the country-led nature of the actions that the Initiative will seek to 
promote; the need to tailor available solutions to country circumstances and local evidence of the causes of 
the problems affecting children; further specification of the available and tested approaches, including in 
areas such as homestead food production, complementary feeding and maternal care and nutrition; and the 
strengthening of the application of a human rights-based approach in the strategies and aims of ECHUI. It is 
envisaged that the Global Framework will continue to be refined over the coming months through continued 
interactions with partners and as a result of the findings and recommendations of the forthcoming Lancet 
series on nutrition. 
As initiating agencies, WFP and UNICEF were greatly encouraged by the SCN’s comments that “broadly 
welcomes the ECHUI and not only agrees on the goals of ECHUI but also the need for such an initiative to 
strengthen the response across the world to the problem of child hunger and undernutrition.” The SCN’s 
generous offer to “further strengthen, to contribute to and to collaborate to help take efforts forward for ending 
child hunger and undernutrition” is one that should be eagerly taken up by the ECHUI Partners Group, 
scheduled to hold its inaugural meeting in October this year. 
 

ECHUI in brief 
To recap briefly, the strategic approach of the Initiative is to mobilise evidence of the problem and the 
available solutions to advocate for and catalyse the stepping-up and integration of existing efforts – 
particularly those at country level - in order to accelerate progress and increase coherence and effectiveness. 
It is believed that ECHUI can add significant value to what is already in place: 
• by promoting greater cohesion among initiatives – ranging from those for child survival, maternal and 

newborn health, for micronutrients and against hunger;  
• by helping to raise awareness and communicating that good nutrition is a major development outcome in 

itself - as well as a cornerstone for sustained, broad-based development and poverty reduction;  
• by focussing on data and measurable results for children;  
• by promoting attention to and analysis of the multiple and varying causes of poor nutrition, growth and 

hunger in different settings; 
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Lancet Series on Maternal and Child Undernutrition, Update April 2007 
 
In mid-2006, the SCN News alerted readers to plans for publication of a series of papers in The Lancet on 
maternal and child undernutrition (#32, p. 67). Here we give you an update on progress in series 
development, focusing on efforts to engage the global nutrition, health and food communities and interacting 
and emerging plans for disseminating the series findings.  
 

Broad engagement of the global nutrition and health communities and interaction with the global 
food community 
The process for development of the series has included many different opportunities for individuals to 
contribute, including the following: 
 

Contributing to individual series papers  
Each paper reflects contributions from many individuals not included in the formal writing teams, including 
provision of data, specific analyses, and consultation on issues and policies. These inputs will be 
acknowledged in the series papers. Other avenues for contribution to individual papers include serving as 
an “internal” technical reviewer for the writing teams in advance of the formal peer review by The Lancet.  
 

Contributing to the series as a whole 
The writing teams have and will continue to encourage broad participation in the series using a variety of 
mechanisms. These include:  
• A consultative meeting held in Baltimore, Maryland in March 2006 to provide a forum for broad discussion 

of the objectives and scope of the series and plans for carrying out the evidence reviews. 
• Presentations about the series at SCN meetings in March 2006 and February 2007.  
• Meetings supported by UNICEF at their Innocenti Centre in Florence, Italy in September 2006, and by 

The Rockefeller Foundation at their Centre in Bellagio, Italy in November 2006. 
• Individual and small-group interviews on specific series topics, including reviews of preliminary tables and 

findings. 
• A “Call for Papers” published in The Lancet and distributed at the 2007 meeting of the SCN, inviting 

researchers to submit manuscripts on related topics for review by The Lancet and possible publication in 
the same journal issues as the series. 

 

Proactive coordination with other nutrition-related events and initiatives  
• The “Ending Child Hunger and Undernutrition Initiative" of UNICEF and the World Food Programme  
• The “Hunger and Health” Report under development by the World Food Programme 
• Nutrition partners through presentation at meetings and individual discussions 
 

Dissemination and advocacy based on series findings 
Planning has begun for dissemination and advocacy of the new findings produced by the series. Launches 
will be held at both international and national levels. The Lancet will take lead responsibility for a launch in 
London launch, and GMMB (a communications and advocacy firm) is being supported by The Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation for a launch in the United States, focusing on Washington DC. Representatives 
of GMMB and Gates have participated in all major series-wide activities to date, and are providing guidance 
to the writing teams about communications and advocacy issues. In addition, and partly in response to a 
recommendation from participants in the Bellagio meeting, the Gates Foundation is spearheading a multi-
organization effort to plan and support effective launches in a set of countries with high undernutrition 
burden and the potential to accelerate actions to address undernutrition in the short-term. 
 

 

If you have questions or information to share with the series authors,  
please contact the series coordinator, Professor Robert Black, at rblack@jhsph.edu 
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Results of the SCN News Survey 2007 
As you know, the SCN Secretariat has been conducting a small survey in order to 
explore alternative printing and distribution policies for the SCN News. The response 
was overwhelming compared to previous SCN News surveys. By April, we had almost 
400 replies, and we are still receiving forms by Internet, by email and by ordinary mail. 
Respondent profile and general comments: Two thirds (66%) of respondents were 
from countries in Africa, Asia, Middle East and Latin America, whereas 28% were from 
Europe, North America, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. Very many gave thanks for 
having received SCN News throughout these years, especially readers in areas where 
there are few library services and where Internet is not easily accessible. Some 
described how the SCN News has been crucial in their work and how they have widely 
shared it among colleagues and students.  
Interest: A majority of respondents (69%) reported to usually read the SCN News in 
full, which indicates the satisfaction and interest of most subscribers. Although more 
respondents in developing countries reported to do so (78%), the rate in developed 
countries was not far behind (50%).  
On line reading: A third of total respondents (35%) were willing and able to read the 
SCN News online. In developed regions, a majority were willing to do so (61%) 
whereas in developing countries potential online readers only constituted 22%. This is 
likely due to poor access to Internet, printers and even electricity, as explained by 
29% of respondents from these countries, which has been a concern expressed by 
numerous respondents from both developing and developed areas. Some were worried 
about the reduced impact an online journal can have as readers will read less. In 
particular, we had many suggestions to how SCN News needs to change format for 
easier reading on the screen.  
Pay: Only a fifth (20%) of respondents were willing to pay for the SCN News. The share 
of respondents in developed countries willing to pay for subscription (28%) was just 
below the rate of those preferring to receive a hard copy (30%) and in fact not very 
much higher than readers willing to pay in developing countries (17%). Some 
respondents replied that they would "gladly" pay for the SCN News and pay a higher 
fee so they could sponsor readers in developing countries. This is in sharp contrast to 
the reality often faced in developing regions, where readers describe the difficulty of 
getting hard currency, where there are no opportunities for bank exchange or transfer, 
and where sending money out of the country is completely unreliable.  
Follow-up action from the SCN Secretariat: As a majority of respondents from 
developed regions would be ready to read SCN News online, we are very pleased to 
present to our readership a new format which we hope is better for reading on screen. 
With extensive use of hyperlinks, we hope that SCN News will further contribute to 
connect the international community of nutrition practice and that many readers will 
want to visit the websites of organizations associated with the SCN.  
The Secretariat wishes to reassure all who are concerned about changes in distribution 
policies that we will plan to continue sending hard copies, especially to developing 
regions, funds permitting. 
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… Reading SCN News twice 
yearly keeps me abreast of 
developments in the world 

of nutrition. (Nigeria) 

… SCN News is very useful 
for programme managers 

like us in developing coun-
tries to base, formulate and 

implement our strategies. 
(Sri Lanka) 

… I would also like to 
receive SCN News on-line 

to see if sometimes it is 
possible to read when 

electricity is regular even 
though I have no functional 

printer. (Burkina Faso) 

… raising even 1 US dollar in 
Zimbabwe today will be 
impossible otherwise I 

would willingly pay. I use 
SCN News  extensively for 

teaching nutrition to 
undergraduate medical 

students and nurses as well 
as the dozens of community 
nutrition education and self 

help nutrition programs 
throughout the country, as 

unpaid volunteer for the 
past 23 years. (Zimbabwe) 

… I wish to acknowledge 
your support towards my 

career as a Food Technolo-
gist in the making. I am in-
deed grateful for all the 

publications you have been 
sending to me, may you con-

tinue to progress and 
please, never relent in doing 
this you are really building 
lives and futures through 

your publications. (Nigeria) 

Not yet completed the survey?   Please take 2 minutes to do so here at the SCN website,  
Or send your answers to the questions below by email scn@who.int, by fax: +41-227988891 
or by mail to SCN c/o WHO, 20 Avenue Appia, CH 1211 Geneva 27,  Switzerland. 
 

1. Is the SCN News sent to your correct address?    Yes  -   No (if no, please fill in form underneath) 
2. Do you read the full issue or only selected parts?   I usually read the full issue   -    I usually only read selected parts 
3. Would you be willing to read the SCN on-line (on screen/print out)?   
    Yes  -  No, I do not have access to Internet and/or printer   -    No, I prefer to receive the printed journal mailed to me 
4. Would you be willing to pay for having the SCN News mailed to you?   Yes, if not exceeding … USD per issue  -  No 

www.unsystem.org/scn 
 

62       

http://www.unsystem.org/scn/form/survey_compose.asp�




WHO gets mandate for action on marketing to children  
WHO is to develop a set of recommendations on the marketing of foods and non-alcoholic beverages to children after 
receiving a mandate for action from Member States at the 60th World Health Assembly in May. 
The revised resolution on the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases: Implementation of the Global 
Strategy (WHA60.23), emerged after Norway tabled an amendment calling for WHO to establish an international code, 
in line with proposals contained in the report of the WHO Expert Forum on marketing to children held in Oslo in May last 
year as well as the decision of 48 health ministers who adopted the WHO European Charter on Counteracting Obesity in 
Istanbul in November.  
With support for its amendment from a wide cross section of Member States - including many in the African Region - 
Norway accepted a revised text which removed the term ‘international code’. Instead the WHO mandate requires it to 
promote initiatives to “increase availability of healthy food, and promoting healthy diets and healthy eating habits, and to 
promote responsible marketing including the development of a set of recommendations on marketing of foods and non-
alcoholic beverages to children, in order to reduce the impact of foods high in saturated fats, trans-fatty acids, free 
sugars, or salt, in dialogue with all relevant stakeholders, including private-sector parties, while ensuring avoidance of 
potential conflict of interest.” 
The resolution also calls on WHO to strongly promote dialogue between Member States with a view to implementation 
of concrete actions to prevent obesity and diabetes mellitus within the framework of resolution WHA53.17 on prevention 
and control of noncommunicable diseases and the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. 

chronic disease risk factors available. 
The InfoBase Modular Design: The InfoBase has a modular design which allows it to collect a range of different data 
on chronic diseases, their risk factors and all the associated metadata while maintaining the basic InfoBase principles of 
transparency, accessibility, and traceability. The current modules contain country collected data on: oral health, visual 
impairment, cancer, tobacco use, high alcohol consumers, diabetes, nutrition, physical inactivity, blood pressure, 
cholesterol levels, body mass index, stroke and policies to support the implementation of the Global strategy of Diet, 
Physical Activity and Health(DPAS). All modules adhere to the same principles of data quality with a minimum set of 
both qualitative and quantitative factors captured for each data point.  

Access the InfoBase: www.who.int/infobase  Contact: email: strongk@who.int or tel: +4122 7912497 

IASO 

Framework for integrating food&nutrition into HIV policies, programmes and funding proposals  
WHO has developed a "Framework for developing and integrating food and nutrition activities and interventions into HIV 
policies, programmes, and funding proposals" which is a direct response to resolution WHA59.11 on Nutrition and HIV/
AIDS adopted at the World Health Assembly in 2006, which requested WHO to establish guidelines for including 
appropriate food and nutrition interventions in funding proposals. This activity is also part of WHO's objective to improve 
the nutritional status of people living with HIV/AIDS and ensuring that nutritional care is an integral part of the national 
HIV/AIDS response. 
This Framework is a planning guide for countries for conceptualizing and planning for integration of food and nutrition 
activities within HIV/AIDS policies and prevention, treatment, care and support, and mitigation programmes. The primary 
audiences for this work are programme managers and policy makers that would like to incorporate nutrition within HIV/
AIDS funding proposals and national scale-up plans. The framework provides guidance that will facilitate national level 
discussions about HIV/AIDS and food and nutrition security, using an evidence-based public health approach. It is 
presented in two parts. In the first part, key considerations for general planning of food and nutrition support within HIV/
AIDS programmes are outlined in six steps:  

WHO 

4. Identifying activities that will support implementation & partners 
5. Estimating resource requirements 
6. Monitoring and evaluation 

1. Assessing the situation 
2. Defining objectives for food and nutrition support 
3. Deciding on specific interventions to meet these objectives 

The second section of the framework provides concrete guidance on incorporating food and nutrition activities and 
support into proposals to the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. This is given to illustrate how such 
information can be used and help countries to translate their general information into the Global Fund’s specific proposal 
format. It has been successfully used in Round 6 by three countries and is being used for Round 7 by 5 more countries 
in the African Region. www.who.int 
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 Micronutrient Sprinkles reduce anaemia in young Haitian children 
In Haiti, more than one-half of rural children under the age of 2 are anaemic (Hb < 100 g/L). Previous research showed 
that iron-fortified donated food commodities (wheat-soy blend (WSB) or corn-soy blend) could not provide sufficient iron 
to meet the needs of infants participating in a food-assisted maternal and child health and nutrition (FA-MCHN) 
programme, even when combined with locally available foods rich in heme iron such as meat or organ meats.1 
Micronutrient Sprinkles have been shown to reduce anaemia in efficacy trials conducted in a variety of contexts. Little is 
known however about their effectiveness when delivered under programmatic conditions. Our study assessed the 
effectiveness and feasibility of providing micronutrient Sprinkles (containing 12.5 mg iron and other key micronutrients) 
in reducing anaemia among children 9–24 months of age enrolled in a World Vision FA-MCHN program in rural Haiti.2, 3 
Ten food distribution points (FDP) where children received take-home rations of fortified wheat-soy blend (WSB) were 
randomly allocated into two groups: 1) Sprinkles-WSB (S-WSB) (n=254 children), receiving 30 sachets of Sprinkles 
monthly for 2 months; 2) WSB only (WSB) (n=161 children), not receiving Sprinkles. Mothers were taught about the 
benefits and use of Sprinkles at group education sessions. Anaemia decreased by more than half between baseline and 
the end of the 2-months intervention (from 54% to 24%) in the group receiving Sprinkles, whereas it increased from 39% 
to 43% in the WSB only group. At a second follow-up 5 months later, anaemia was further reduced to 14% in the 
Sprinkles group, and 92% of the children who were non-anaemic at the end of the intervention remained so without 
further Sprinkles consumption. Sprinkles were packaged and distributed as planned. Mothers understood how to use the 
Sprinkles and acceptability and compliance were high. Inclusion of Sprinkles in the program entailed a modest, but 
acceptable increase in workload for staff. Existing program capacity for distributing WSB and for implementing a BCC 
programme aided the integration of the Sprinkles intervention. 
There are three major programmatic implications from this research: 1) In poor settings like rural Haiti, iron-fortified 
cereal blends like WSB fail to prevent anaemia in young children, and thus additional measures are needed. 2) 
Micronutrient Sprinkles are effective in reducing anaemia among children 9 to 24 months of age in FA-MCHN 
programs.4 3) Combining Sprinkles with the distribution of take home food rations in MCHN programs is highly feasible 
and effective. 
Conclusion: In situations where diets are known to be low in iron and other important micronutrients, where malaria 
prevalence is not excessively high, and where screening for anaemia is logistically and financially difficult, blanket use of 
Sprinkles for two months along with fortified food aid commodities is clearly indicated for infants 9 and 24 months of age 
and may also be recommended for infants 6–8 months of age. 
 

1. Ruel MT, Menon P, Loechl C, Pelto G (2004) Donated fortified cereal blends improve the nutrient density of traditional complementary 
foods in Haiti, but iron and zinc gaps remain for infants. Food Nutr Bull 25(4):361-76. 
2. The research was a collaborative effort between IFPRI and Cornell University, with support from the Micronutrient Initiative, USAID through 
the Food and Nutrition Technical Assistance (FANTA) Project of the Academy for Educational Development, World Vision-Haiti, and the 
Government of Germany. 
3. Results from both the effectiveness and the feasibility study were presented by Purmina Menon at the Micronutrient Forum in Istanbul, 16–
18 April 2007. Results from the effectiveness study were published in Menon P, Ruel MT, Loechl CU, Arimond M, Habicht JP, Pelto G, 
Michaud L (2007) Micronutrient Sprinkles Reduce Anemia among 9- to 24-Mo-Old Children When Delivered through an Integrated Health and 
Nutrition Program in Rural Haiti. J. Nutr. 137:1023-1030. 
4. Research is needed on the safety of iron-containing products, including Sprinkles, among infants younger than 6 months.  

WHO will now prepare a five year action plan for the implementation of the global strategy for the prevention of non-
communicable diseases which will be presented via the next Executive Board to the 61st World Health Assembly for 
approval. WHO is then required to report every two years. 
Support for a strong resolution including action on marketing of food and beverages to children was expressed by a 
number of NGOs, including IASO which submitted a statement endorsing the Norwegian initiative and encouraging rapid 
action to address the WHO target to reverse the trend in obesity by 2015. 
The full resolution can be downloaded from: http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA60/A60_R23-en.pdf 
 

Reported by: Neville Rigby, Director of Policy and Public Affairs,  
International Association for the Study of Obesity (IASO) www.iaso.org  
Global Alliance for the Prevention of Obesity and related Chronic Diseases www.preventionalliance.net 
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New project to assess nutritional value of fruit varieties . 
Scientists know next to nothing about the nutritional and health qualities of specific varieties of food crops. Ethiopian 
farmers call some sorghum varieties wetet begunche (milk in my mouth). Researchers found that they contain 50% 
more lysine than others. Nepali women say that a rice called Bayarni is particularly good when they are pregnant or 
lactating. It contains high levels of iron. But few food composition tables reflect these differences, and fewer policy-
makers are even aware of nutritional differences among varieties. A new project, possibly the first of its kind, aims to 
start systematically to plug that gap. 
Bioversity International, the Centre de Recherche Public Gabriel Lippmann (CRPGL) and the N.I. Vavilov Research 
Institute of Plant Industry (VIR) will work together to evaluate the nutritional properties of selected samples from VIR’s 
genebank. Financed by the Government of Luxembourg, the project focuses on small fruits (Ribes, Rubus, Lonicera, 
Sorbus, Vitis), as well as potato (Solanum tuberosum). Although they are small in size, these crops deliver a huge 
payload in terms of health.  
Berries are packed with antioxidants that are believed to play a significant role in preventing a wide variety of diseases. 
The project will measure polyphenols, found in grapes and other dark berries, and the carotenoids lycopene and lutein. 
Other bioactive properties in berries that may have anti-glycemic functions will also be analysed. These may contribute 
to the fight against the dramatic increase in diabetes in both developed and developing countries and particularly in tran-
sition economies. The CRPGL in Luxembourg will measure the nutrients and will work with the VIR to ensure that those 
varieties identified as most valuable are safely conserved for future use. Some of the high altitude Andean potatoes are 
also noted for their protective properties and health functions. How these bioactive properties are expressed and 
retained by people who consume them is an important new area of research on crop and dietary diversity. 
The impact of the project will depend on making sure the results reach a wide audience. Unless the public and policy-
makers appreciate the health and nutrition value of these crops it will be much harder to get the support needed for their 
ongoing conservation and further research. So an essential part of the project is to ensure that research results on the 
health and nutritional properties of agricultural biodiversity reach policy-makers in the Russian Federation and in the 
European Union. By establishing links between the research community and policy makers, the project hopes to identify 
and build support for policies that can harness agricultural biodiversity in Europe to create new economic opportunities 
for producers and deliver health and nutrition benefits to consumers.              

www.bioversityinternational.org  

Bioversity 
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ENN Request for IFE materials   
Infant and young child feeding in emergencies (IFE) is now firmly on the nutrition agenda. An international strategy 
meeting on IFE was held in the UK in November 2006 by the Emergency Nutrition Network (ENN). During this meeting 
ENN, as the coordinator of the IFE Core Group, was invited to join the UNICEF-led Interagency Standing Committee 
(IASC) Nutrition Cluster to ensure that IFE matters are integrated into all aspects of nutrition. Subsequently, the work of 
the IFE Core Group was highlighted at the Symposium of the recent UN Standing Committee on Nutrition meeting in 
Rome, as an example of UN agencies and NGOs working together in the emergencies sector. (See paper by Marie 
McGrath on page 40 in this issue). The IFE Core Group, funded largely by the IASC Nutrition Cluster, is undertaking a 
range of essential IFE activities determined at the November meeting. One of these is to identify IFE related material 
that we all suspect is ‘out there’, but needs to be brought together in one place,  
To this end, we are requesting that agencies and individuals send us all their IFE related materials (from headquarter, 
regional headquarters and the field), in any language and from any region. The aim is not to critique the work but to 
promote sharing of materials and avoid duplication of efforts. This material may be produced internally by your 
organization, by other agencies or by individuals. Examples include: policies and guidelines; training materials; briefing 
papers, fact sheets, leaflets and handouts such as IEC materials and ‘home-made’ material; case studies; photos, video 
or camera clips of good and bad practices; tools, e.g. assessment tools; raw data, surveys, evaluations and programme 
reports; as well as any additional infant feeding material, information or ideas. These materials will be collated and with 
contributors permission, included in an online resources library hosted on the ENN website (online from June 2007). We 
are particularly interested in materials on complementary feeding (in general) and management of malnutrition in infants 
<6 months to feed into other reviews by the IFE Core Group. Even if numbers are small or you are unsure of data 
quality, still share these with us - all information is valuable to build up a picture of what is happening in IFE.  
Please send material AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to help get the library up and running.  
Contact: Ali Maclaine alimaclaine@btinternet.com or Marie McGrath marie@ennonline.net. Web: www.ennonline.net 
Address: Emergency Nutrition Network, 32 Leopold Street, Oxford, OX4 1PX, UK.  
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 324996 / 249745 

ENN 
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Nobel Peace Prize Schools for Nutrition 
The Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize to the IAEA and Director General ElBaradei in 
equal shares "for their efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for military purposes and to ensure that nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible way". The IAEA Board of Governors subsequently decided 
that IAEA’s share of the prestigious prize would be used to create a special fund for fellowships and training to improve 
cancer management and childhood nutrition in the developing world. This fund is known as the "IAEA Nobel Cancer and 
Nutrition Fund" 
In nutrition, the focus of the Fund is on capacity building in the use of nuclear techniques to develop and evaluate inter-
ventions to contribute to improved nutrition and health for children. Alongside fellowship awards, targeted to young 
professionals, especially women from developing countries, three regional events – “IAEA Nobel Peace Prize Fund 
Schools for Nutrition” – were implemented during 2006-7. The aims of the “IAEA Nobel Peace Prize Fund School for 
Nutrition” were to raise awareness of IAEA's activities in human nutrition and to disseminate information about the 
usefulness of stable isotope techniques in the development and monitoring of nutrition programmes to combat 
malnutrition, in particular in infants and children. 
Each “Nutrition School” was organized as a 5-day event under a specific theme, relevant to the region. The programme 
included lecturers on stable isotope techniques as well as presentations on experience with stable isotope techniques in 
nutrition in each region. A significant amount of time was allocated to discussions, including group discussions to identify 
priority areas for future cooperation with IAEA. International and regional experts were invited as keynote speakers and 
lecturers. 
Latin America: The first “IAEA Nobel Peace Prize Fund School for Nutrition” was organized under the theme 
“Combating the double burden of malnutrition”, October 16-20, 2006, in collaboration with the Government of Guatemala 
through Instituto de Nutricion de Centro America y Panama (INCAP), Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
Africa: The second “Nutrition School” was organized under the theme “Integrating nutrition into the management of HIV/
AIDS”, December 4-8, 2006, in collaboration with the Government of Uganda through the Ministry of Health. 
Asia and the Pacific: The last “Nutrition School” was organized under the theme “Focus on interventions to combat 
undernutrition during early life”, April 22-26, 2007, in collaboration with the Government of Bangladesh through the 
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission (BAEC) and with the International Centre for Health and Population Research 
(ICDDR, B). 
The “IAEA Nobel Peace Prize Fund Schools for Nutrition” provided excellent opportunities to raise awareness of IAEA's 
activities in human nutrition and to disseminate information about the usefulness of stable isotope techniques in the 
development and monitoring of nutrition programmes to combat malnutrition. The participation of representatives from 
most IAEA Member States in each region clearly indicates the enthusiastic response to this initiative.  

  MOU between Sudan and WFP, UNICEF & MI 
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Ministry of Health of Sudan, Ministry of Industry of Sudan 
and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the 
Micronutrient Initiative (MI) on March 13, 2007. The aim of the MOU is to advance the achievement of Universal Salt 
Iodization (USI) for the control and reduction of iodine deficiency diseases (IDD) in Sudan. 
With a population of almost 37 million, of which over 5 million are children under 5 years of age, Sudan’s prevalence of 
iodine deficiency is well documented. Iodine is an essential micronutrient which is needed for proper brain development 
of the foetus and young children. Iodine deficiency is the primary cause of preventable mental retardation and brain 
damage, as well as contributing to an increased risk of infant mortality, miscarriage and stillbirth. Iodizing salt is the 
globally recognized strategy to combat IDD. While Sudan produces some 175,000 metric tons (MT) of salt per annum, 
only 3,000 MT of salt produced annually is iodized; in effect, only 1% of households consume iodized salt. 
The general objectives of the MOU are to increase household consumption of iodized salt to more than 90% by the end 
of 2008 and to increase production and distribution of iodized salt from 3,000 metric tons to 165,000 metric tons a year. 
To achieve these objectives, the Sudanese Ministries of Health and of Industry will be working with WFP, UNICEF and 
MI to focus on the areas of capacity building for production of iodized salt, including technical and monitoring support; 
procurement support for equipment and potassium iodate; developing and enforcing a strategic plan for social 
mobilization and marketing towards demand creation and awareness of IDD and its remedy USI; as well as conducting 
surveys and assessments to enable national monitoring of IDD. 
WFP, UNICEF and MI are all members of the Network for Sustained Elimination of Iodine Deficiency (Iodine Network) - 
an alliance of organizations that share a common vision of a world in which every child is born protected from iodine 

deficiency and resulting brain damage. Read more at www.iodinenetwork.net 
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  Micronutrient Forum      
The first Micronutrient Forum was held in Istanbul, Turkey on 16–18 April 2007. The Micronutrient Forum was estab-
lished in 2006, merging the International Vitamin A Consultative Group (IVACG) and the International Nutritional Anemia 
Consultative Group (INACG), with an expanded mandate to address all micronutrient deficiencies of public health signifi-
cance. For the first time a single meeting addressed several micronutrients—vitamin A, iron, zinc, iodine and folate—
summarizing the available evidence and evaluating specific programmatic approaches to controlling deficiencies of 
these micronutrients. 
The theme of the meeting was “Consequences and Control of Micronutrient Deficiencies: Science, Policy, and 
Programs—Defining the Issues.” Dr. Alfred Sommer, Chair of the Micronutrient Forum Steering Committee, said that the 
meeting was designed to allow scientists and policy makers to take stock of the current scientific evidence and deter-
mine if “tipping points” had been reached for various questions. Reaching such a tipping point would mean that public 
health policy should be developed based on the evidence to guide programs in the field. An example of a potential 
tipping point that was highlighted at the meeting is newborn dosing with high dose vitamin A in Asia. 
The meeting also highlighted successful national level micronutrient programs that are achieving impact, such as the 
presentation by Dora Akunyili, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control in Nigeria, on Nigeria’s 
successful salt iodization program that has maintained >97% household level consumption of iodized salt since 1998, 
resulting in a significant decline in the total goitre rate and improvements in urinary iodine concentration. 
Necdet Unuvar, Undersecretary for Health in Turkey, opened the meeting on behalf of the Minister of Health of Turkey. 
Turkey has been very successful in reducing iron, zinc and iodine deficiencies through fortification and supplementation. 
Unuvar re-committed his government to achieving the objective of reducing micronutrient malnutrition in the next few 
years. In her closing address, Meera Shekar, World Bank, congratulated the Forum participants for bringing all the 
micronutrients under one roof, making it more feasible to develop well-coordinated and effective programs. Shekar 
focused attention on micronutrient interventions for which evidence of impact is strong enough to warrant investment of 
limited resources. These data are so strong that failure to take action is an ethical dilemma. She urged a redoubling of 
efforts to attain universal salt iodization and vitamin A supplementation to children under 5 years of age, including 
newborns in South Asia. Iron and folic acid supplementation for pregnant women is essential, but additional work is 
needed to sort out appropriate approaches to reducing iron deficiency in children in malarious regions. Zinc is a cost 
effective treatment for diarrhea, but the data for the preventive use of zinc is unclear. 
Food fortification is making good progress in developing countries and the recently released FAO/WHO Guidelines on 
food fortification with micronutrients will serve national policymakers well. She urged the development of program plat-
forms that would combine the most effective approaches for maternal and child health. Such program platforms will aid 
the nutrition community in selling its messages by delivering clear, coherent, agreed upon policies with known cost-
benefit ratios. 
The Micronutrient Forum was co-hosted by the Micronutrient Forum Program Committee and the Local Organizing 
Committee of the Ministry of Health of Turkey. The Micronutrient Forum Program Committee and the Micronutrient 
Forum Secretariat planned and organized by the meeting with support from A2Z, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Micronutrient and Child Blindness Project, with funds from USAID. Other major financial 
contributions were made by the Ministry of Health of Turkey, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, SIGHT AND LIFE, 
UNICEF, and Unilever Food and Health Research Institute. Other sponsors 

New strategy for health, nutrition and population   
The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors endorsed a new strategy for health, nutrition, and population on 30 April 
2007. The new strategy, Healthy Development: The World Bank Strategy for Health, Nutrition, and Population Results, 
will help developing countries strengthen their health systems and improve synergies with priority-disease programs to 
improve the health and well-being of millions of the world's poorest people. Through strengthening health systems, the 
strategy aims to boost economic growth, reduce poverty caused by catastrophic illness, and provide the structural “glue” 
that combines multiple health-related programs within client countries.  
It updates the Bank's contribution to improving health outcomes at the global, regional, and national levels, including the 
2015 Millennium Development Goals. The new strategy is timely as development assistance for health has more than 
doubled in the past five years, with new multilateral organizations and foundations increasing their prominence in the 
international arena. The strategy outlines an approach that consists of sharpening focus on results on the ground; con-
centrating the Bank’s contributions on its comparative advantages (particularly in health system strengthening, health 
financing and economics); supporting government leadership and international community programs to achieve these 
results; and evaluating its engagement with global partners, working towards a collaborative division of labour. 
From HNPFLASH Issue No. 60, May, 2007. 
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 First Meeting of FANUS in Ouarzazate, Morocco  
The first FANUS Scientific Meeting took place in Ouarzazate between the 7th and 9th of May, 2007. It was organized by 
the Federation of African Nutrition Societies (FANUS) in conjunction with Moroccan Nutrition Societies. The theme of 
this meeting, “NUTRITION IN AFRICA: BREAKING THE DOWNWARD TREND” represents a major defining moment in 
the history of the struggle against malnutrition in Africa. This maiden meeting brought together the Nutrition Societies of 
African countries with renewed aspirations and efforts towards addressing the nagging nutrition problems in Africa. It 
was attended by about 300 delegates from 30 African countries and other continents. There were presentations by 
eminent international scholars within and outside Africa, such as “The development of adult health and disease” by 
David Barker, and “Young child malnutrition: From global protein crisis to the violation of children’s rights” by Urban 
Jonsson. Many other key guests honoured the invitation to participate in the meeting including Ricardo Uauay , Noel 
Solomons, Asbjørn Eide, Wenche Barth Eide, Eric Jecquier, Claus Leitzmann and several others too numerous to 
mention here. 
We gratefully acknowledge the host of partners without whom this conference would not have been possible. The 
financial and material supports of international bodies have assisted in creating opportunities for young nutritionists in 
Africa to participate at this meeting. For one week before the FANUS meeting, the African Nutrition Leadership Program 
(ANLP) was held for young nutritionists from French speaking African countries. In addition, about 40 members of the 
African Graduate Student Network (AGSNet) received funding to attend their second general meeting at Quarzazate on 
the 6th of May. The AGSNet and ANLP were established to enhance nutrition-related capacity building, education and 
networking in Africa. 
At the end of the FANUS meeting, the Quarzazate Declaration was constituted. The following paragraph is an excerpt 
which encapsulates the spirit and intent of the Declaration:  
...We acknowledge and declare that the reduction of poverty, hunger and malnutrition in Africa is the key for reaching all 
the other MDGs. As African nutritionists and nutrition practitioners we know that a future without poverty, hunger and 
mal-nutrition in Africa would need a concerted efforts of all and sundry. We accept this responsibility and are committed 
to taking ownership for capacity building. We will provide the leadership to ensure that scientific, evidence based 
principles, policies and practices are implemented for the alleviation and prevention of poverty, hunger and malnutrition. 
As African nutritionists and nutrition practitioners, we will work together to strengthen collaborations between countries 
to achieve these goals.    

www.africanutrition.org/fanus2007 

included Danone, GAIN, Kraft, BASF, The Coca-Cola Company, H.J. Heinz Company, Mars, Inc., The Micronutrient 
Initiative, Monsanto Company, and The Procter & Gamble Company. 
A2Z is managed by the Academy for Educational Development (AED) through a cooperative agreement with the Health, 
Infectious Disease and Nutrition Office of the Bureau of Global Health, USAID. The ILSI Research Foundation serves as 
the Micronutrient Forum Secretariat. The proceedings of the first Micronutrient Forum will be published in the SIGHT 
AND LIFE Magazine.           www.micronutrientforum.org 

 E-learning: Nutritional Status Assessment and Analysis 
"Nutritional Status Assessment and Analysis" - a new e-learning course and set of resources for trainers - has been 
released by the EC-FAO Food Security Programme. This course covers the basic concepts of malnutrition, describes 
how nutritional status is assessed, and identifies the most commonly used nutrition indicators and criteria for selecting 
indicators in specific contexts and situations. The course is composed of three lessons, which cover the basic concepts 
of malnutrition, describe how nutritional status is assessed, and identify the most commonly used nutrition indicators as 
well as criteria for selecting indicators in specific situations. It also provides an overview of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the main sources of nutritional status information and promotes an integrated analysis of the nutrition 
situation through an understanding of the underlying causes of malnutrition. Each lesson is delivered in an interactive 
self-paced dynamic learning environment, which uses illustrated step-by-step instructions and exercises. Job aids, 
methodological guidelines and case studies that demonstrate real life applications of the concepts and procedures being 
taught are included with the lessons. The course also has resources for trainers, including trainers’ and learners’ notes, 
slide presentations, exercises and supplementary materials. The course and resources for trainers is available free of 
charge on-line, or on CD-Rom  

Email: information-for-action@fao.org / Web: www.foodsecinfoaction.org/dl 
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 Update on IYCN: First annual work plan  
Since our report in SCN News 33, on IYCF, PATH's new $46 million Cooperative Agreement with the United States 
Agency for International Development, the project has changed its name to Infant and Young Child Nutrition (IYCN). 
IYCN’s first annual work plan features two USAID intermediate results: 
• Support Global Technical Leadership in Infant and Young Child Nutrition 
• Strengthen and Expand Implementation of Infant and Young Child Nutrition Programs 
and a cross-cutting agenda that includes country outreach for IYCN, knowledge building and information dissemination, 
and project start-up, management, and reporting. 
IYCN is conducting an exciting set of global technical leadership activities: providing acknowledged input in global infant 
and young child nutrition documents; contributing to international efforts to expand the BFI, particularly at the community 
level; assisting WHO to roll-out new growth standards; providing technical support for implementation of the new IYCF 
indicators; developing a maternal nutrition strategy for the project; working with the Global Alliance for Improved Nutri-
tion (GAIN) to develop and market fortified complementary foods and products; and assisting in implementing country 
models of integrated infant and young child nutrition assessment, counselling, and support for HIV/AIDS patients and 
their families. 
IYCN has identified a number of focus countries for its efforts to strengthen and expand implementation of infant and 
young child nutrition programs. Based on a number of criteria: a demonstrated infant and young child nutrition problem; 
USAID prioritization as a Child Survival focus country, PEPFAR (President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) country, 
Food and Nutrition target country, fragile state, etc.; USAID mission prioritization of maternal health and child survival 
with a nutrition emphasis; commitment of national government to nutrition, with an emphasis on IYCF; existence of an 
enabling environment: likelihood that IYCN TA will achieve sustainable results; and the presence of one or more IYCN 
partners, the following countries are IYCN focus countries: Africa: Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia , Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Sudan, Swazi-
land, Tanzania , Uganda and Zambia; Asia/Near East: Afghanistan, Bangladesh , Cambodia and India; Latin America 
and the Caribbean: Haiti, Peru, and one additional country, perhaps El Salvador. 
For more information on IYCN activities, please contact Jean Shaikh, IYCN Project Director, at jshaikh@path.org 
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African Nutrition Leadership Programme (ANLP) 
The sixth of a series of ANLP seminars will be held in South Africa from 11-21 March 2008 under the Directorship of 
Johann Jerling (North-West University, South Africa) and Kombi Mbhenyane (University of Venda, South Africa). The 
aim of this programme is to assist the development of future leaders in the field of human nutrition in Africa. Emphasis 
will be given on understanding the qualities and skills of leaders, team building, communication and nutrition information 
in a broader context, and to understanding the role of nutrition science in the world around us. The programme is 
designed for individuals who have experience in various fields of nutrition. Preference will be given to final year PhD 
students, postdoctoral fellows and candidates with comparable working experience in the broader human nutrition 
sciences, studying or working in Africa. We are actively seeking applicants under the age of 40 years. The maximum 
number of participants is 25. 
Course fee: 1200€.This fee includes tuition fee, course materials, full board and lodging at the ANLP venue in the North 
West Province of South Africa and travel from the airport and back. Other personal costs such as insurance, drinks and 
phone calls are not included. 
Grants: The ANLP organization tries to provide a limited number of partial course fee grants to participants. During the 
annual meetings of the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition (SCN) several UN-organizations and bilateral donors have 
been informed about this programme. Therefore, potential candidates who are in the need of sponsorship are advised to 
approach these organizations as soon as possible to ensure their participation. Applicants from the following countries 
are required to apply for a NFP fellowship after being accepted for the ANLP (see ANLP website for more information): 
Ivory Coast, Kenya, Benin, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Egypt, 
South Africa, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Ghana, Uganda, Guinea-Bissau, Zambia, Zimbabwe. These applicants can 
also apply for a course fee grant from the ANLP organization. Those interested in applying for a course grant from the 
ANLP organization should send a complete grant application form after being accepted for the ANLP. Preference for 
course fee grants will be given to those applicants who can demonstrate that they have searched for other sources of 
funding as well.    
 

Deadline for ANLP applications: 1 August 2007. Results of the selection panel will be made known 15 August 2007. 

ANLP 
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 World Breastfeeding Week 2007  1-7 August 
Breastfeeding: The 1st Hour  
Early initiation and  
exclusive breastfeeding  
for six months can  
Save more than  
ONE million babies! 
 

 

 

 WBW 2007 Action Folder* explains the 
background for the theme: 
 

 

The Remarkable First Hour of Life 
When healthy infants are placed skin-to-skin on their mother’s 
abdomen and chest immediately after birth, they exhibit 
remarkable capabilities. They are alert. They can crawl, 
stimulated by mother’s gentle touch, across her abdomen, 
reaching her breast. They begin to touch and massage the 
breast. This first gentle touch of a baby’s hand or head at the 
breast stimulates release of maternal oxytocin, thus beginning 
both the flow of milk and enhancing the feelings of love for the 
baby. Then the baby smells, mouths and licks the mother’s 
nipple. Finally, he or she attaches to the breast and feeds. This 
sequence of events is important for the survival of human young.  
Although many authors describe these normal infant behaviours, 
we are just now discovering the importance of providing the 
opportunity for a mother and baby to have the experience. For the 
first time, researchers have assessed the effect of the timing of 
the first breastfeed on newborn mortality – showing that mortality 
may be less if infants start to breastfeed in the first hour.  
 

Optimal breastfeeding 
The WHO/UNICEF Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child 
Feeding recommends that children breastfeed exclusively for the 
first 6 months of life, and then continue breastfeeding with 
adequate complementary food up to 2 years or beyond. Normal 
initiation of breastfeeding in the first minutes to first hours of life 
begins with skin-to-skin contact, and helps mothers and infants to 
achieve optimal breastfeeding. This is required in the BFHI, 
specifically in Step 4 of the WHO/UNICEF 10 Steps to Successful 
Breastfeeding. 
 

Breastfeeding Rights 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises that every 
child has the inherent right to life and aims to ensure their survival 
and development. Breastfeeding within the first hour after delivery 
helps to ensure child survival. Women have a right to this 
knowledge and to receive the support that they need to initiate 
breastfeeding accordingly. 
 
 

* Cited from WABA (World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action) 
World Breastfeeding Week 2007 Action Folder, 16 May 2007 

 

 

Read more about action ideas for hospitals and maternity 
facilities, for health workers, for family and community 
members and for policy makers in the Action Folder. 

 

Download material from www.worldbreastfeedingweek.org 

Coordination and Distribution Centres: 
OVERALL COORDINATION: WABA Secretariat 
PO Box 1200, 10850 Penang, Malaysia, Fax: 60-4-
6572655 • waba@streamyx.com • 
www.waba.org.my 

AFRICA 
IBFAN Africa P O Box 781, Mbabane, Swaziland, 
Fax: 268-40 40546 • ibfanswd@realnet.co.sz 

IBFAN Afrique Cite Ouaga 2000, 01 BP 1776, 
Ouagadougou 01, Burkina Faso, Fax: 
22650374163 • ibfanfan@fasonet.bf 

ASIA 
WABA Secretariat (See address above) 

South Asia Breastfeeding Promotion Network of 
India (BPNI) BP-33, Pitampura, Delhi 110 034, 
India, Fax: 91-11-2734 3606 • 
bpni.india@gmail.com 

EUROPE 
BMA, Baby Milk Action, 34 Trumpington Street, 
Cambridge, CB2 1QY, UK, Fax: 44-1223-464 417 • 
info@babymilkaction.org   

CoFAM / IPA, c/o Information pour, l’Allaitement, 
52 rue Sully, 69006 Lyon, France, Fax: 33-478 930 
268 • roques.nathalie@wanadoo.fr   

GIFA  Avenue de la Paix 11, 1202 Geneva, 
Switzerland, Fax: 41-22-798 4443 • info@gifa.org   

Aktionsgruppe Babynahrung Ev (AGB) Untere 
Maschstrasse 21, D-37073 Gottingen, Germany, 
Fax: 49-551-531 035 • info@babynahrung.org 

LATIN AMERICA 
CEFEMINA Apartado 5355, 1000 San Jose, Costa 
Rica, Fax: 506-224 3986 • cefemina@racsa.co.cr 

CEPREN Av. Pardo, 1335 Of.301-302, Lima-18 
Peru, Fax: 51-1 241 6205 • 
cepren@amauta.rcp.net.pe 

Origem Group Rua da Uniao, 253, Boa Vista, 
Recife, Pernambuco CEP, 50050-010, Brazil, 
Fax: 55-81-32314325 • juliana@origem.org  
www.aleitamenta.org.br 

NORTH AMERICA 
LLL International 957 N. Plum Grove Road, 
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4808, USA, Fax: 1-847-519 
0035 • lllhq@llli.org • www.lalecheleague.org 

INFACT Canada 6, Trinity Square, Toronto, ON 
M5G 1B1, Canada, Fax: 1-416-591 9355 • 
info@infactcanada.ca  www.infactcanada.ca 

PACIFIC 
ABA P O Box 4000, Glen Iris, VIC 3146, Australia, 
Fax: 61-3-9885 0866 • info@breastfeeding.asn.au  
www.breastfeeding.asn.au 

Development Officer PINDA c/o Christine 
Quested, Nutrition Centre Health Department, 
Private Mail Bag, Apia, Western Samoa, Fax: 
685218 70  
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Speaker’s Corner 
The human right to adequate food in poor countries: What are the duties of the rich countries? 
Claudio Schuftan, People’s Health Movement, Vietnam 
 

There are things the global community must do (not just could do) if it is to meet its correlative duties towards the 
human right to adequate food. One of these things is being consistent across the globe in their promotion and 
defence of this right. Although there is nothing in human rights law that speaks about a requirement for consistency, 
this is an area where I feel rich countries need to be held accountable in a more uncompromising way. 

It is here proposed that the duty of all states is triggered when any given nation state cannot meet its human rights 
obligations. If one such state is so weak that, regardless of its intentions, it is not capable of ending food insecurity 
and of realizing the right to adequate food of its people, then it cannot be charged with a violation. This is where the 
duty of the global community should come in to assure the realization of that right (Kent, 2006). 

What I here denounce are patterns of human rights inconsistencies of rich countries in two domains, a) rich 
countries’ governments justifying action on country A on the basis of human rights while not taking action on country 
B, in spite of similar conditions, and b) governments of rich countries using high rhetoric on how the right to adequate 
food is important while not respecting it through its policies in the international financial, international aid and 
international trade fronts. Consistency should be demanded from rich as much as from poor countries. The focus 
here is to ascertain the duties of the global community, in particular the rich countries, to assist those countries that 
cannot uphold the right to food by themselves. 

For some countries that have ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 
domestically, the right to adequate food has the force of law and can be invoked in the courts with some countries 
also having enshrined it in their constitutions. Despite the justiciability of this right, most governments of rich 
countries do not really provide for the enjoyment of the right to food by their own people and higher levels of 
fulfilment of the right to food are simply a result of economies going well and citizens having the means to feed 
themselves.  

The human right to adequate food does not permit a State Party to perpetrate violations of this right in the territory of 
another State (Human Rights Committee, 1997). International human rights instruments place clear duties on states 
to refrain from actions that could interfere directly or indirectly with the enjoyment of human rights in other countries, 
as much as in their own (NGO Human Rights Caucus, 2005). Governments are therefore obliged to assure that the 
right to food is respected in projects they finance in poor countries. Several of the international human rights 
instruments also make it clear that richer or technically advanced states have the duty to help other states to uphold 
human rights other than in their own countries, i.e., governments have the duty to assist each other in implementing 
rights wherever possible. These states are called to use the political and/or legal means within their reach to prevent 
violations of rights in other countries.  

To come back to the main point, it is here contended that rich countries actually fall into patterns of inconsistency 
when they act in the international arena, by being selective in the countries they come to assist or by not putting their 
money where their mouth. Using certain human rights principles in some countries and not in others, is frequently 
based on politically motivated judgments of rich countries (and not infrequently in relation of poor countries having 
“good or bad governance”). In both cases, these inconsistencies result in rich countries violating human rights they 
claim to uphold. Human rights and politics can thus hardly be separated. The global community actually has a duty to 
apply human rights principles always and everywhere --not sometimes-and-somewhere-yes and sometimes-and-
somewhere-no. The inconsistent use of human rights standards cannot be defended by rich countries saying “the 
situations are different in different countries”. A human rights violation is a violation no matter where. 

Because the human right to adequate food of poor persons is still being violated in many places, what has been long 
overdue is to still work out the exact content of the global duties of the global community in general, and rich 
countries in particular. The task ahead is to work out the nature and the depth of those duties and hopefully have 
them accepted as obligations. This, because rich countries literally stand-by as violations of the human right to 
adequate food are being committed, some of them through the use of their own development funds. 

We are asking the rich countries to strengthen the coherence of their human rights stands across sectors and across 
oceans. Simply put, if human rights are to be meaningful, they must be seen as  
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Publications 

 

WFP Annual Report 2006 
(online, E/F/S/A/G) 

More publications from  
the World Food Programme  

are available from 
www.wfp.org/policies 

Guidelines on food fortification with micronutrients 
WHO/FAO (online)  
Drawing on several recent high quality 
publications and programme experience 
on the subject, information on food fortifi-
cation has been crucially analysed and 
then translated into scientifically sound 
guidelines for application in the field. The 
main purpose of these guidelines is to 
assist countries in the design and imple-
mentation of appropriate food fortification 

programmes. They are intended to be a resource for govern-
ments and agencies that are currently implementing or consid-
ering food fortification, and a source of information for scien-
tists, technologists and the food industry. The guidelines are 
written from a nutrition and public health perspective, to provide 
practical guidelines on how food fortification should be imple-
mented, monitored and evaluated. They are primarily intended 
for nutrition-related public health programme managers, but 
should also be useful to all those working to control micronutri-
ent malnutrition, including the food industry.  

 

Right to Food Virtual Library 
FAO (online) 
The Right to Food Virtual Library is a 
unique repository of information on the 
Human Right to Adequate Food and 
Freedom from Hunger. It provides cata-
logued documentation to assist the im-
plementation of the Right to Food at na-

tional level. The aim of the Right to Food Virtual Library is to 
collect, maintain and provide a relevant, up-to-date, and out-
standing collection of documents to fulfil the information needs 
of policy makers, practitioners, general public, civil society, 
NGOs, UN country teams, media and the academia, working 
toward the realization of the Right to Food.   

www.fao.org/righttofood 

 

Vitamin A Supplementation: A decade of progress 
UNICEF (online, E/F) 
Vitamin A deficiency affects some 127 
million preschool children globally, put-
ting them at increased risk of sickness 
and death. But supplementation is cost-
effective and has proven potential to re-
duce the yearly number of preventable 
child deaths. This report tracks the pro-
gress of supplementation programming 

following 10 years of global advocacy. It is a 'scorecard' for 
countries and the international community on progress in scal-
ing up one of the most effective child survival interventions 
available - a prerequisite for achieving MDG 4. 

  www.unicef.org/publications 

 
Human rights-based programming.  
What it is. How to do it. 

UNFPA (online) 
This two-in-one handbook can help you 
turn the concept of a 'human rights-
based approach' into reality on the 
ground. It breaks down human rights-
based approach into its various compo-
nents, and provides a checklist for devel-
opment practitioners to use in implement-
ing and evaluating their programmes. 

www.unfpa.org/publications 

 

 

IFAD Annual Report 2006  
(online, E/F/S/A)  

More publications from  
the International Fund for  
Agricultural Development  

are available from 
www.ifad.org/pub 

Feeding minds, fighting hunger 
Initiatives among school children in India 

Bhattacharjee L, Menza V and Nand BK 
FAO Asia / Pacific (online) 
This report describes the outcome of the field 
implementation of the Feeding Minds, Fight-
ing Hunger initiative by five project teams in 
the eastern, western and south-central re-
gions of India. Materials were incorporated 
into classroom teaching and other activities 
by school teachers who underwent participa-

tory training. Significant changes in children’s knowledge and 
perceptions of hunger, nutrition and food security were ob-
served, demonstrating the feasibility of the approach. 

 

Improving nutrition programmes 
An assessment tool for action 

FAO (online) 
This training manual has been developed 
with the purpose of enhancing the capacity 
of the members of assessment teams to 
conduct nutrition programme assessments, 
founded on a common understanding of 
concepts which underpin effective and 
sustainable community-based nutrition 

programmes. The skills developed through training and the ex-
perience gained from undertaking assessments will facilitate 
good implementation of programmes and projects to improve 
nutrition. Besides nutrition planners, other people with planning 
and programmatic responsibility who are concerned about pov-
erty alleviation and overall development can, and should, take 
part in a programme’s assessment. A thorough examination and 
analysis of the data thus obtained can then be followed by the 
elaboration of an action plan for improving the impact and the 
sustainability of community-based nutrition programmes.  
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http://www.ifad.org/pub/ar.htm�
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/ag119e/ag119e00.htm�
http://www.fao.org/docrep/009/a0775e/a0775e00.htm�






 

Society for Nutrition Education 
40th Annual Conference 

28 July - 1 August 2007, Hyatt Regency 
Chicago, Chicago, IL  

The 40th Annual Conference will provide 
attendees with strategies and tools in the 
ever changing world of nutrition and 
health. SNE's goal is to highlight leading-
edge research, programs and policies in 
the areas of nutrition, food safety and 
health across the life cycle. SNE invites 
food and nutrition education profession-
als and students from all arenas to con-
tribute to and participate in the Confer-
ence. www.sne.org 

A2Z resources 

The USAID Micronutrient and Child 
Blindness Project is addressing defi-
ciencies in vitamin A, iodine, iron, and 
zinc, as well as administering the 
USAID Child Blindness and Eye Health 
Grants Fund. Join the A2Z mailing list 
to receive periodic updates. 

www.a2zproject.org 

Food and Nutrition Security 
Training Programme  

31 March – 13 June 2008, Wageningen 
International, The Netherlands 

A limited number of fellowships are 
available for the complete training 
programme from the Netherlands 
Fellowship Programme (NFP).  

Web: www.cdic.wur.nl/UK/courses 

Tel: +31 317 495 495 

Fax: +31 317 495 395 

Email: training.wi@wur.nl 

Subscribe to "Wageningen International 
E-news. Capacity Development & 

Institutional Change" (4 issues per year) 
at www.cdic.wur.nl/UK/E- newsletters The 25th Leeds Course  

in Clinical Nutrition 
4-7 September 2007 

St James's University Hospital, Leeds 
Mini-Symposium on  

'The Next 25 years of Nutrition' 
www.clinical-nutrition.co.uk 

Acting locally in food security,  

nutrition and livelihoods  

Online group designed for professionals 
working on food security, nutrition and 
livelihoods at local level. The group allows 
members to discuss issues of common 
interest, share lessons learnt and infor-
mation about projects and interventions. 

www.dgroups.org/groups/fao/FSNL 

See description on page 57  

South East Asia Region Consultation 
on Nutrition and HIV/AIDS  

9 to 11 October 2007, Bangkok.  
Organized by WHO in collaboration with 

NIH, UNICEF, FAO, UNAIDS, 
 UNHCR, WFP and SCN 

See announcement page 42 
 14th European Nutrition  

Leadership Programme Seminar  
2-10 April 2008, Luxembourg 

Application form here 
Deadline 30 November 2007 

www.enlp.eu.com 

On 16 October 2007,  
FAO will celebrate World Food Day  
with the theme The Right to Food  

See Announcement page 12 

Alpro Foundation Awards  

for Master students writing theses about 
the impact of vegetable nutrition on 
human health, the environment or the 
economy. The award is available to stu-
dents from Belgium, Germany, Italy, 
The Netherlands and United Kingdom. 
Deadline for submission of declaration of 
intent: 15 June 2008. Contact: 
info@alprofoundation.org  

www.aprofoundation.org 

Nutrition In Emergencies 

10-14th September 2007, London, UK 

A week long course in Nutrition in 
Emergencies now being run by the 
Centre for Public Health Nutrition, 
University of Westminster in collabo-
ration with NutritionWorks. This 
intensive training introduces current 
best practice within this rapidly evolving 
sector.  The aim is to give an overview 
of nutrition in humanitarian emer-
gencies. Topics studied will include a 
general review of the different types of 
malnutrition, their direct and underlying 
causes, how malnutrition is measured, 
and common nutritional interventions. 
Trainers and facilitators are all experi-
enced in the humanitarian sector.   

Web: www.wmin.ac.uk 
Email: cav-admissions@wmin.ac.uk 

Bulletin Board 
Meetings, conferences: 

Announced at the SCN website: 
 

Culina Mutata: The Changing Kitchen 
An International Conference on Food 
and Nutrition in Honour of the Promi-

nent Scientist Carl von Linnaeus  
September 3-5, 2007 Uppsala, Sweden  
www-conference.slu.se/culinamutata 

  
 

10th Asian Congress of Nutrition 
Diet, Nutrition and Optimal Health: 
From Food Supply to Nutrigenomics  
9 - 13 September 2007, Taipei, Taiwan 

2007acn@gmail.com  
www.2007acn.org.tw 

 

Int. Immunonutrition Workshop  
3-5 October 2007, Valencia  

www.immunonutritionworkshop.com  
 

Women Deliver: A Global Conference  
18-20 October 2007, London, UK 

www.womendeliver.org 

7th Int. Food Data Conference - 
Food Composition and Biodiversity  
22-24 October 2007, São Paulo, Brazil 
Pre-conference workshop, 21 October 

2007 www.fcf.usp.br/7ifdc 

Read more Announcements 
at the SCN website 

Training and scholarships: 
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Miscellaneous: 

New website: www.ibfanasia.org 
International Baby Food Action Network 

(Asia), previously IBFAN Asia Pacific. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
SCN 35th Annual Session 
first week of March 2008 

Hanoi, Vietnam 

WHO/WFP/SCN/UNICEF  
Joint Statement on Community-Based 

Management of Severe Acute Malnutrition 
See announcement page 19 

Global Dimensions of Nutrition 2008 

A postgraduate course series offered 
annually by the University of Oslo and 

Akershus University College.  

A total of three successive six weeks/ 
10 ECTS modules conducted in English 
include: 1. The World Nutrition Situation 
– Data and Issues (Jan-Feb); 2. Nutri-
tion, Globalisation and Governance 
(Mar-Apr); and, 3. Nutrition and Human 
Rights (May-Jun).  

Each can be taken separately but as 
there are important links between them 
a set of two of the modules is recom-
mended.  

Contact: Alieu S.K. Cham, 
a.s.cham@medisin.uio.no 

New & Noteworthy in Nutrition  
Please contact Richard Skolnik 

rskolnik@prb.org for subscription 
See announcement page 31 



 

   In preparing this issue of the SCN News, we gratefully acknowledge funding assistance from 

 
 

UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE  
ON NUTRITION 

 
 
 
 

The Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC), which was comprised of the heads of the UN 
Agencies, recommended the establishment of the Sub-Committee on Nutrition in 1976, following the World 
Food Conference and with particular reference to Resolution V on food and nutrition.  This was approved 
by the Economic and Social Council of the UN (ECOSOC) by resolution in July 1977.  Following the reform 
of the ACC in 2001, the ACC/SCN was renamed the United Nations System Standing Committee on 
Nutrition or simply “the SCN”. The SCN reports to the Chief Executives Board of the UN, the successor of 
the ACC. The UN members of the SCN are ECA, FAO, IAEA, IFAD, ILO, UN, UNAIDS, UNDP, 
UNEP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCHR, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNRISD, UNU, WFP, WHO and the World 
Bank.  IFPRI and the ADB are also members.  From the outset, representatives of bilateral donor agencies 
have participated actively in SCN activities as do nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). The SCN 
Secretariat is hosted by WHO in Geneva. 
 

The mandate of the SCN is to serve as the UN focal point for promoting harmonized nutrition policies and 
strategies throughout the UN system, and to strengthen collaboration with other partners for accelerated and 
more effective action against malnutrition.  The aim of the SCN  is to raise awareness of and concern for 
nutrition problems at global, regional and national levels; to refine the direction, increase the scale and 
strengthen the coherence and impact of actions against malnutrition worldwide; and to promote cooperation 
among UN agencies and partner organizations.  The SCN’s annual meetings have representation from UN 
agencies, donor agencies and NGOs; these meetings begin with symposia on subjects of current importance 
for policy.  The SCN brings such matters to the attention of the UN Secretary General and convenes 
working groups on specialized areas of nutrition.  Initiatives are taken to promote coordinated activities—
interagency programmes, meetings, publications—aimed at reducing malnutrition, reflecting the shared views 
of the agencies concerned.  Regular reports on the world nutrition situation are issued.  Nutrition Policy Papers 
are produced to summarize current knowledge on selected topics.  SCN News is published twice a year, and 
the NICS (formerly RNIS) is published quarterly. As decided by the SCN, initiatives are taken to promote 
coordinated activities—interagency programmes, meetings, publications aimed at reducing malnutrition, 
primarily in developing countries. 
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UN System SCN  
c/o World Health Organization 
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