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Participants Bios
Seth Adu-Afarwuah
Seth Adu-Afarwuah is a Senior Lecturer of Nutrition at the Department of
Nutrition and Food Science, University of Ghana, Legon. He obtained his PhD
degree in International Nutrition from the University of California, USA.
Before joining the University of Ghana, Mr. Adu-Afarwuah worked with the
United Nations Children’s Fund in Accra. Dr Adu-Afarwuah’s research is in the
area of maternal and child nutrition, with a focus on the prevention and
treatment of undernutrition. Since 2009, he has been a member of the
International Lipid-based Nutrient Supplements (iLiNS) Team and has
participated in some of the pioneering research on the use of small-quantity
lipid-based nutrient supplements (SQ-LNSs) for improving the nutrient intakes of women and children in
low-income settings. Dr. Adu-Afarwuah has contributed to many publications on the impact of pre- and
post-natal SQ-LNS supplementation on child growth and development, and served as a Nutrition
consultant for many local and international organizations in Ghana.
Mario Arvelo
Mario Arvelo (Santo Domingo, 1970) is a lawyer, political scientist, writer, public
speaker, and career diplomat. He is the Ambassador, Permanent Representative of
the Dominican Republic to the Rome-based UN agencies and Chairperson of the
Committee on World Food Security.
Mr Arvelo has been posted to the Permanent Mission to the Organization of
American States in Washington DC, and to the Dominican Embassies in Tokyo, in
Santiago de Chile, and in Rome. Since 2014, he is the First Alternate Chairperson of
the Appeals Committee of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP), and is a member of the Governing
Council and of the Executive Board at the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).
While in Rome, Mr Arvelo has been Chair of the FAO Committee on Agriculture; Chair of the Global Soils
Partnership; Chair of the Commission on Budget, Programmes and Reform at FAO; Chair of the Group of
77; Chair of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States; Chair of the Group of Countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean; Chair of the Central American Integration System; Interim Chair of the
High Level World Conference on Food Security, the Challenges of Climate Change and Bio-energy; Acting
Chair and Vice-Chair of the FAO Committee for Evaluation of Technical Cooperation Programmes; and
Vice-Chair of the FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean (in Brasilia and in Buenos
Aires).

Ambassador Arvelo was the Commissioner-General of the Dominican Republic for the Universal
Exposition Expo Milano 2015; before entering public service, he worked in the private sector and in civil
society.
Marion Barthélemy
Marion Barthélemy is the Director of the Office of Intergovernmental
Support and Coordination for Sustainable Development of the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA). Before
joining the Division, she was Director of the Division for Public
Administration and Development Management, in DESA, from 2016 to
2018. From 2012 to 2016, Ms Barthélemy served as Chief of the
Intergovernmental Support Branch at the Division for Sustainable
Development at the same Department. In this capacity, she was part of the
team supporting the negotiations on the 2030 Agenda. From 2007 to 2012, she served as Chief of the
Development Cooperation Policy Branch in the then Office for Economic and Social Council Support and
Coordination, which is her current office. There, Marion supported the Development Cooperation Forum
and the General Assembly's review of UN system country-level activities (QCPR). From 2000 to 2005, she
served in the Office of two Under-Secretary-Generals for Economic and Social Affairs, supported the
Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and served as Special Assistant to the UN Deputy
Secretary-General. At the beginning of her career, Ms Barthélemy worked as an economist in the Division
for the Advancement of Women in DESA and later in the UN Drug Control Programme, working with the
Secretary of the International Narcotics Board. Marion joined the UN in 1987 through the National
Competitive Exam for economists and studied in “Sciences Po” in Paris (with a focus on macroeconomic
and social policies). Marion is married and has four children.
Elliot M Berry MD, FRCP
Professor Elliot Berry graduated from the University of Cambridge, UK with distinction
in medicine. His principal interests are the bio-psycho-social problems of weight
regulation from obesity to anorexia nervosa, and the benefits of the Mediterranean
diet; his laboratory research investigates the effects of nutrition on cognitive function.
From a synthesis of this work, Mr Berry evolved and published the concept of the
<Sociotype> to understand how people cope with life stress and chronic diseases in
general, and food insecurity in particular. He has published over 270 articles and
chapters in books. Mr Berry has been a visiting scientist at MIT, a distinguished visiting
scholar at Christ’s College, Cambridge and a visiting Professor at Yale University. He has been a consultant
for the WHO, the World Bank and the Serbian Government in Public Health and Nutrition, and was the
Director of the Braun School of Public Health & Community Medicine (2003-6) and Head of the WHO
Collaborating Center in Capacity Building in Public Health (2007-2013). Berry was a consultant at FAO,
Rome (2013-4) where, following his development and publication of the Global Nutrition Index, he worked
on indicators for food security and sustainability. Mr Berry is currently involved as co-Editor in Chief of a
three volume Encyclopaedia on Food Security and Sustainability (Elsevier) and a-Specialty Chief Editor for
Nutrition and Environmental Sustainability as part of Frontiers in Nutrition. These responsibilities align
well with current membership of the United Nations Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee on
Sustainable Food Systems, as part of the 10 year Framework Program.

Zachary Bleicher
Since 2012, Zak Bleicher has been IFAD’s representative at UN Headquarters in New
York. In that capacity, he works to provide UN Member States with policy and
technical advice as it relates to rural transformation in the context of realizing the
objectives of the 2030 Agenda; provides strategic guidance and support to IFAD’s
engagement within the UN; and, seeks to build on and expand IFAD’s partnerships
with all stakeholders in relation to IFAD’s mission. Prior to joining IFAD, Zak worked
with the UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service (UN-NGLS) and has also worked with
large international NGOs and Foundations working in the sustainable development
sphere as well as in the legislature of the State of Michigan. Zak holds an MSc in Organizational Change
Management from the New School for Public Engagement and BAs in Political Theory and International
Relations from Michigan State University. Zak is a member of the International Advisory Board for the
2018 Nexus Conference on Food, Water, Energy and Climate.
Susan Bragdon
International lawyer, natural resource ecologist and U.S. patent agent with
25+ years of experience working with governments, UN agencies and
multilateral institutions and donor organizations on policy related to
sustainable food systems, biological diversity, small-scale farmers, and
agroecology. Areas of expertise include governance, public international law
and intergovernmental processes, intellectual property and trade rules,
human rights law (in particular farmers’ rights, rights of indigenous and local
communities, gender equality, and food and nutrition security-based rights).
Served as Legal Advisor (top legal post) to the Convention on Biological Diversity and legal advisor to
Working Group II of the negotiating body to the treaty. First attorney hired within the Consultative Group
on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) at senior level to develop and implement policy strategy
on plant genetic diversity and food security and to leverage its role through critical partnerships.
Currently, Director of the Seeds for All Initiative, an organization focused on influencing and promoting
coherence amongst multilateral institutions and treaty bodies in Geneva, Rome and New York in support
agroecological approaches to agriculture with a focus on agricultural biodiversity and small-scale farmers.
Francesco Branca
Francesco Branca is the Director of the Department of Nutrition for Health and
Development in the World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva. During his tenure,
WHO has established a new nutrition guideline development process and has
developed a Comprehensive Implementation Plan on Maternal, Infant and Young
Child Nutrition with six global targets. He has been leading the preparation of the
2nd International Conference on Nutrition. He has been a Senior Scientist at the
Italian Food and Nutrition Research Institute where he was leading studies on the
effects of food and nutrients on human health at the different stages of the life
cycle and on the impact of public health nutrition programmes. He has been President of the Federation
of the European Nutrition Societies in 2003-2007. Dr Branca graduated in Medicine and Surgery and
specialized in Diabetology and Metabolic Diseases at the Universita' Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Roma and
obtained a PhD in Nutrition at Aberdeen University.

Cindy Brown
Cindy Brown is co-owner and President of Chippewa Valley Bean & Doane, Ltd,
a family-owned agribusiness that grows, processes and markets dark, light red
and white kidney beans. She served as a member of the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection Board for Wisconsin and as
President of the US Dry Bean Council and is currently the Executive Vice
President of the Global Pulse Confederation (GPC) and is the Chair of GPC’s
World Pulse Day Committee. Ms Brown’s focus and passion is to continue the
Chippewa Valley legacy of quality bean production and to promote pulses as
the near perfect food for consumers throughout the world.
Leanne Burney
Leanne Burney has over fifteen years of experience working on sustainable development, water
management and sanitation challenges. She served as an expert in water and sanitation strategies for the
UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation (UNSGAB) from 2009 – 2015 where she
supported the Board’s sanitation, wastewater and integrated water resources management work. Before
this, she coordinated the Global Water Partnership’s (GWP) strategic development process resulting in
their 2009 – 2013 Strategy. As Special Assistant to the GWP Technical Committee Chair, she provided
strategic planning support to the Committee, a group of distinguished international water managers,
academics and policy-makers. Early in her career, Leanne worked for both UNEP and UNDP on sustainable
development policy. Most recently, she served as a Senior Economic Affairs Officer in DESA’s Division for
Sustainable Development. Ms Burney has over fifteen years of experience working on development,
water management and sanitation challenges. She served as an expert in water and sanitation strategies
for the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation (UNSGAB) from 2009 – 2015
where she supported the Board’s sanitation, wastewater and integrated water resources management
work. Before this, she coordinated the Global Water Partnership’s (GWP) strategic development process
resulting in their 2009 – 2013 Strategy. As Special Assistant to the GWP Technical Committee Chair, she
provided strategic planning support to the Committee, a group of distinguished international water
managers, academics and policy-makers. Early in her career, Leanne worked for both UNEP and UNDP on
sustainable development policy. She is currently a programme officer for UN-Water’s Technical Advisory
Unit.

Esteban Cadena
Information forthcoming

Christine Campeau
Christine Campeau is a Technical Officer at the United Nations Systems Standing
Committee on Nutrition (UNSCN). She holds a Masters of International Relations
with combined focuses on international diplomacy and climate-induced migration.
Ms Campeau joined the UNSCN after working as a Policy Advisor at the Scaling Up
Nutrition Movement Secretariat and for civil society organizations, such as at
Caritas Internationalis where she served as a Climate Change and Food Security
Advisor.
Marlos De Souza
Marlos De Souza holds a Ph.D. in Water Resources Management (water pollution
caused by the use of fertilizer in agricultural land) from the University of
Melbourne (Australia) and a M.Sc. in Water Quality from the University of
Brasília. He has more than twenty years of experience in dealing with water
resources management in rural and urban watersheds in different regions,
countries and contexts. In Brazil, Mr De Souza has worked for the State
Government Environment Agency in Brasilia, for the Federal Ministry of the
Environment and the United Nations Development Program. In Australia, he has
worked for the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) as the program leader for water resources issues.
He also worked for the Australian Government Murray-Darling Basin Authority as the Director – MurrayDarling Basin Plan Development. Mr De Souza joined FAO in July 2015 as the Secretary of FAO’s Water
Platform. He’ is the FAO’s focal person for international fora related to water such as the UN-Water and
the World Water Council.
Rochelle Diver
Rochelle Diver, Anishinaabe, is a member of Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa in Northern Minnesota. She is currently a consultant for the
International Indian Treaty Council’s (IITC) Environmental Health Program
spearheading IITC’s work with Indigenous Women and the UN Chemical and Metal
Conventions within the United Nations’ Environmental Programme. Her work
focuses on the interconnectedness between environmental toxics, women’s
reproductive health and health for Indigenous women, girls, and future
generations. Rochelle feels a strong obligation to fight for clean air, water, and food
sovereignty near her homelands in the Great Lakes region as well as around the globe.
Ms Diver has proudly represented her Nation and the IITC in various United Nation’s Treaty Bodies and
mechanisms including the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the UN Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Minamata
Convention on Mercury, the Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions and the Expert Mechanism on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. She has also organized grassroots human rights and capacity building
trainings on environmental health locally, nationally and internationally. She obtained a Bachelor of Arts
from University of Minnesota in Sociology and American Indian Studies and Master of Human Rights from
the University of Sydney.

Nichola Dyer
Since April 2015, Nichola Dyer, a Canadian and UK national, has
worked as Program Manager of the Global Agriculture and Food
Security Program (GAFSP), a multi-stakeholder program housed
in the World Bank Group. During almost 25 years at the World
Bank Group, she has worked in various operational and
corporate roles. Early in her career she established the World
Bank’s office in Gabon, which prepared her well to serve as
Special Assistant to the Bank’s Vice President for Africa, then to
work on numerous countries on the continent. She also has worked on industry and energy in the
Maghreb, and country programs in the Western Balkans. She led the World Bank Group’s Office of Ethics
and Business Conduct at crucial junctures, helping to build its advisory practice, and designing and
delivering training programs and workshops for senior internal and external stakeholders. Diversity and
inclusion are key areas of focus for her. She has developed greenfield engagements on disability and
excluded minorities, and served on related corporate committees. Prior to the Bank, she worked for
KPMG’s Policy Economics Group. Her Ph.D. studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, from
which she also obtained her Master’s in Economics, focused on econometrics and industrial organization.
James Garrett
James Garrett is currently a Senior Research Fellow at Bioversity
International. Previously he worked at IFPRI, where he led research programs on
urban food and nutrition security and on policy processes for food and nutrition. He
also served as IFPRI’s country coordinator for Mozambique. Other areas of work
include the impact of policy research on policymaking and on how to work
multisectorally in nutrition. He worked at the World Bank as a senior economist for
nutrition and at FAO, leading the development of their nutrition strategy. Since 2013,
he has worked with IFAD to support the mainstreaming of nutrition into its
investments and also as facilitator for collaboration between the Rome-based agencies of the United
Nations and the CGIAR’s Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and Health (A4NH).
Grace Funnell
Grace Funnell is the Associate Director for Nutrition and Health at Action Against
Hunger USA. Prior to joining Action Against Hunger in early 2018, she worked as
the Regional Technical Advisor for Catholic Relief Services supporting health and
nutrition programming in the Central Africa Region. Ms Funnell has 10 years of
experience in the design, research and implementation of nutrition, health and
food security programs in over 12 countries in Africa and Latin America. Her
technical knowledge and expertise within maternal child health and nutrition
programming includes behavior change communication, nutrition-sensitive
agriculture, gender integration and monitoring and evaluation.

Hermann Huckert
Hermann Huckert represents the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture at the
German Embassy in Washington DC. He has being working at the Ministry since
1983 participating in the Timber Market Policy and Common Agricultural Policy
within the Food Sector. Mr Huckert has also collaborated in International Projects
and worked for Nutritional Prevention and Information. He has also represented
the Ministry at the German Embassies in Stockholm and Helsinki. Hermann
Huckert is a Graduate Engineer specialized in Wood Technology.
Lora Iannotti
Lora Iannotti has expertise in maternal and young child nutrition and nutrient
deficiencies (zinc, iron, vitamin A, B12, and choline) related to poverty and infectious
diseases. Her research focuses on epidemiological and intervention studies to reduce
stunting and anemia in low-resource populations. Dr. Iannotti leads projects in Haiti,
Ecuador, and East Africa where she collaborates with local partners to test
innovative, transdisciplinary solutions using sustainable animal source foods and
small livestock development. Ms Iannotti serves as Associate Dean for Public Health,
leading the MPH program at the Brown School. She received her doctorate from the
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health, and a Master of Arts
degree in Foreign Affairs from the University of Virginia. Prior to pursuing her PhD, she worked for over
ten years with UN agencies and non-governmental organizations on nutrition and food security
programming and policy. Ms Iannotti is jointly affiliated with the International Livestock Research
Institute.
Nandhini Iyer Krishna
Dr. Nandhini Iyer Krishna is the Deputy Chief of the UNCCD liaison office. She also
represents the Convention on Biological Diversity at the UN. Prior to joining the UN,
she was a senior diplomat with the Indian government and held a number of senior
positions in the Government of India. She has over 26 years of experience with
environmental and sustainable development issues. Dr. Iyer Krishna holds a
doctorate in International Relations and has several publications to her credit.

Paula Johns
Paula Johns was born and grew up in Brazil. She obtained a Master of Arts Degree in
English and International Development Studies in Denmark, at Roskilde University
Center. Ms Johns has done research in the area of development studies in Africa,
traveled extensively in Europe, Latin and Central America and has done work in the
area of gender, ethnicity/race and public health for organizations both in Brazil and
Europe. She has been recognized as a social entrepreneur by Ashoka in 2010. Ms Johns
is the co-founder and director of the ACT Health Promotion, former Alliance for the
Control of Tobacco Use, a Brazilian coalition of over a thousand organizations and
professionals from all over the country, created in 2003 to monitor and support the process of ratification
and implementation of the WHO-Framework Convention for Tobacco Control (FCTC) at the national level.
The scope of work of ACT has been extended to deal with the other risk factors for NCDs and a NCD
coalition has been established in 2013. She has also served as Chair of the Board of Directors of the FCA
– Framework Convention Alliance in 2012, for whom she served as a Member of the BOD for six years. Ms
Johns is also an elected member of the Brazilian National Health Council (CNS), the highest established

body for social oversight of health issues in Brazil. Currently Johns is also a Board Member of the NCD
Alliance and of GAPA – Global Alcohol Policy Alliance.
Priya Kanayson
Priya Kanayson is Senior Advocacy Officer of the NCD Alliance, based in New York
City, where she leads the Alliance's advocacy and policy efforts on integration of
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) with HIV/AIDS; Reproductive, Maternal,
Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCAH); universal health coverage
(UHC), and financing for NCDs. She works closely with United Nations Permanent
Country Missions, UN Agencies, and other key global health and government
stakeholders to advance the NCD agenda, and leads the Alliance’s UN-focused
advocacy agenda. Prior to joining NCDA in 2014, Ms Kanayson worked with
UNAIDS, New York Office, where she supported the monitoring and reporting of relevant discussion in the
Economic and Social Council and General Assembly, including the Open Working Group on Sustainable
Development Goals, and supported engagement with civil society. She holds a Master of Public Health
from New York University.
Lynnda Kiess
Lynnda Kiess is a Senior Policy Advisor with the World Food Programme, currently based in New
York. Prior to joining WFP in 2010, Lynnda served as the Head of Health and Nutrition at Concern
Worldwide based in Dublin for four years. From 1997-2004, she worked with Helen Keller International,
first as the Country Director in Bangladesh, then as a Regional Advisor for Asia Pacific and finally as the
Head of Health and Nutrition based in New York. She also worked for the World Bank Population, Health
Nutrition Team and was a Child Survival Fellow at USAID.
Ms Kiess has a MPH in International Health from Johns Hopkins University and a B.S. in Nutritional Science
from Purdue University.
Nandhini Krishna
Information forthcoming
Ana Maria Lebada
Ana Maria Lebada is an Expert on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing for
development, and the UN reform. She has been working in different
capacities on these agendas since 2014 with the International Institute for
Sustainable Development (IISD), the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN), and the Permanent Mission of
Romania to the UN. Ms Lebada holds a Masters Degree in international
governance from Columbia University.

Natalia Linou
Natalia Linou (Linos) is a policy specialist at the United Nations Development
Programme and the global lead for the organization’s work at the nexus of
health, environmental sustainability and gender equality. She has worked in
international development and public health for over a decade mostly with the
United Nations, including as a policy specialist in the Executive Office of UNDP
and as a programme officer at the UN Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia in Beirut, Lebanon. Ms Linou also served as Science Advisor to the
New York City Health Commissioner, Dr. Mary Bassett. Natalia has a doctoral
degree from the Harvard School of Public Health in social epidemiology. She is married and has three
children.
Elizabeth Lockwood
Dr. Elizabeth Lockwood is the CBM Representative at the United Nations in
New York. She focuses on developing advocacy strategies to raise
awareness, network, build capacity, and lobby for the rights of persons with
disabilities at the UN level in relation to the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, the 2030 Agenda, and Disability Inclusive
Development. Ms Lockwood focuses on the rights of persons with
disabilities in different areas, including disaster risk reduction, women and
girls, disability data and statistics and financing for development. She also
coordinates efforts of including persons with disabilities in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and
its Sustainable Development Goals. She holds a Ph.D. in Disability Studies; a Master of Public Policy with
specialization in International Development and Disability; and is fluent in Spanish, American Sign
Language and four additional sign languages.
Yvonne Lokko
Yvonne Lokko is an Industrial Development Officer with UNIDO’s Department of
Agribusiness Development at the Division of Food Systems and Nutrition. A
molecular plant geneticist by training, she has over 15 years professional
experience in the application of science-based technologies for sustainable
agriculture and agribusiness development, including through research for
development and in management and delivery of technical assistance services.
At UNIDO, she provide technical oversight in the formulation and
implementation of technical cooperation projects in agroindustry development
aimed at supporting food security, job creation and improved livelihoods in an inclusive and sustainable
manner. She also is responsible for coordinating UNIDO’s industrial biotechnology activities related to
food security. Prior to joining UNIDO, she worked as a Postdoctoral Research Scientist with the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), Ibadan Nigeria and Technical Officer with the Joint
FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture, Vienna Austria. Ms Lokko has authored
several scientific publications. She holds a PhD in Crop Science from the University of Ghana and an MSc
in Plant Biotechnology from the University of London.

Marisa Macari
Marisa Macari is Coordinator of Nutritional Health Research at El Poder del
Consumidor, a Mexican non-profit organization that advocates for policies in the
public interest that defend consumer rights as well as the right to health, food,
nutrition, clean air and safe & efficient urban mobility. Working in collaboration with
the Nutritional Health Alliance, El Poder del Consumidor seeks to advance an
evidence-based, comprehensive policy agenda to ensure healthy food environments
and systems and to prevent obesity and undernutrition. Ms Macari’s work focuses
on child-targeted food and beverage marketing, healthy school food policy, frontof-pack warning labeling and the sugar-sweetened beverage tax. In her role at El Poder del Consumidor,
she participates in the Civil Society Mechanism (CSM) for relations to the UN Committee on World Food
Security and the Civil Society and Social Movements ICN2 Group. From 2015-2017, she served as a
member of the CSM Coordinating Committee and as a coordinator of the CSM Nutrition Working Group.
She completed her PhD in Anthropology with a focus on medical and nutritional anthropology. Her
doctoral work explores the structural, political and economic constraints shaping the food practices of
Mexicans after migration to the United States.
Dawit Mekonnen
Dawit Mekonnen is a Research Fellow at the International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI) in the Environment and Production Technology Division. Mr
Mekonnen’s current research in Sub-Saharan Africa focuses on understanding the
impact of irrigation on agricultural productivity, nutrition, health, and women’s
empowerment. His research interest includes productivity and efficiency analysis,
water economics, agricultural input systems, energy use in agriculture, and impact
evaluations of development projects. He holds a PhD in Agricultural and Applied
Economics from the University of Georgia, and M.Sc. and B.A. degrees in Economics
from Addis Ababa University.
Michael Michener
Mike Michener is a former administrator of the U.S. Foreign Agricultural Service who
has also served as a U.S. trade diplomat and association executive. Mr Michener most
recently served in Brussels as director of multilateral relations for CropLife
International, representing the association before a range of international
organizations – including the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, the UN
Environment Program and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change – on
issues related to crop protection products and agriculture biotechnology. Previously
Mr Michener served with the U.S. Department of Agriculture in two different roles.
First, as administrator of the Foreign Agricultural Service, he managed 1,100 employees and an annual
operating budget of $300 million. Then, as minister counselor at the U.S. Mission to the UN Agencies in
Rome, he served as the special representative of the U.S. secretary of agriculture to UN bodies dealing
with food and agricultural issues. Michener has also worked with the U.S. Department of State, U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, and U.S. Agency for International Development, and he served with
the United States Army for seven years in Europe. he earned a master’s degree in public administration
from Bowie State University and a bachelor’s degree East European studies from the University of
Maryland.

Gregory D. Miller
Gregory D. Miller, Ph.D., M.A.C.N., Global Chief Science Officer and executive vice
president, research, regulatory and scientific affairs for Dairy Management
Inc./National Dairy Council (NDC), Rosemont, Illinois as well as an Adjunct Associate
Professor in the department of food science and human nutrition at the University
of Illinois. He is also is the Nutritional Security Sector Lead for the Global Dairy
Platform, and is recognized as a leading voice in the global food system. He is
currently leading the effort to enhance dairy’s contributions toward a more
sustainable food system by examining the intersection between nutrition, health, food insecurity, and
environmental impact. Dr. Miller graduated in 1978 from Michigan State University with a B.S. degree in
Nutrition and in 1982 earned a M.S. degree in Nutrition (Toxicology) from The Pennsylvania State
University. In 1986 he received a Ph.D. in Nutrition (Toxicology) from The Pennsylvania State University.
Mr Miller is a member of the Editorial Board for the Journal of Nutritional Biochemistry. He has served
on the editorial board for the Journal of the American College of Nutrition, Journal of
Nutrigenetics/Nutrigenomics, Current Nutrition & Food Science, The Open Nutrition Journal and Mature
Medicine Canada. He has served as President for the American College of Nutrition. He was a Member of
the Board of Directors for the American Society for Nutrition and the International Society of
Nutrigenetics/Nutrigenomics. In October of 2016, he was appointed to a Food and Agricultural
Organization High Level Panel of Experts to carry out a study on Nutrition and Food Systems that fed into
the Committee on World Food Security debates at the 44th session in 2017. Mr Miller has presented more
than 120 invited lectures at national and international meetings and has published more than 160
research papers, reviews, articles, and abstracts. He has co-edited three books on diet, nutrition, and
toxicology and contributed chapters to nine books. He is co-author of the Handbook of Dairy Foods and
Nutrition, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Editions. Mr Miller has appeared on the NBC Today Show, CNBC, CNN, CBS
Evening News, and has been quoted in the New York Times, USA Today, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles
Times, Financial Times (London).
Iftikhar Mostafa
Dr. Iftikhar Mostafa is a Senior Agriculture Economist in the Global Agriculture and Food
Security Program (GAFSP) Coordination Unit housed at the World Bank. He has 25 years
of experience in food and agriculture, public-private partnership, change management
and finance. Dr. Mostafa has worked on agriculture, health, education and infrastructure
in sub-Saharan Africa, South and South East Asia, Central Asia, and South America. Prior
to his current position he was Governance Advisor in the CGIAR Fund Office at the World
Bank. He has held senior positions in the Islamic Development Bank and the Australian
Government Department of Finance. He was Executive Manager of Corporate Strategy, Grains Research
and Development Corporation in Australia, and served as Co-Chair of the Sustainable Food System
working group of the United Nations Zero Hunger Challenge. As Assistant Professor of Economics and
Finance, Dr. Mostafa also taught in the School of Business at Saint Bonaventure University, New York. He
holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Cornell University and is an alumnus of the International Institute for
Management Development (IMD) in Switzerland.

Carla Mucavi
Carla Mucavi is the Director, FAO Liaison Office with The United Nations (Lon)
in New York. A national of Mozambique, she holds a Bachelor’s Degree in
International Relations from the Institute for Higher Studies in International
Relations, Mozambique and a Master’s Degree in Cooperation and
Development Planning from the University La Sapienza, Italy. Ms Mucavi is a
career diplomat having served in different functions in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation of Mozambique between 1989 and 2015, including
in the Division for International Organizations and Conferences; Division for
Europe and North America and Latin America; as Deputy Director of State
Protocol; and as Chief of Cabinet of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation. She has also served at the Embassy of Mozambique in Ethiopia. Between 2007 and 2015 she
was Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Mozambique to Italy, Greece and Malta, and
Permanent Representative to FAO, WFP and IFAD. Ms Mucavi has been Director of the FAO Liaison Office
to the United Nations in New York since August 2015.
Stineke Oenema
Stineke Oenema is nutritionist (Wageningen University) and agricultural
economist (London University). She worked several years for FAO and UNICEF in
Ghana, Vietnam and Latin America. From 2004-2015 she worked with a Dutch
NGO (ICCO) being in charge of food and nutrition security policy and programme
development. During this period, she was member of the editorial board of the
Right to Food and Nutrition Watch. She chaired the European Food Security Group
and was part of the Coordinating Committee of the Civil Society Mechanism for
the Committee on World Food Security. In the Netherlands, she has been chair of the Netherlands
Working Group on Nutrition, a working group of NGOs, private sector actors and knowledge institutes. As
member of the Independent Expert Group, she supported the development of the Global Nutrition
Reports during its initial years. Before joining the United Nations System Standing Committee on Nutrition
(UNSCN) in 2016, she worked at Wageningen University, the Centre for Development Innovation. In her
current function as Coordinator of the UNSCN, she contributes to maximising coherency of nutrition policy
and advocacy; as well as to coherent and accountable delivery by the UN system.
Stefano Padulosi
Dr Stefano Padulosi is a senior scientist at Bioversity International, Rome, Italy, within the
Healthy Diets from Sustainable Food Systems Initiative. He earned his PhD in Biological
Sciences at the University of Louvain-La-Neuve, Belgium. Worked in Nigeria at the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), as a plant genetic resources specialist
and in Syria to lead Bioversity’ s research in the Central, West Asia and North Africa region.
Throughout his carrier, he has been focusing his research on the development of
integrated conservation and use methodologies for the promotion of agrobiodiversity,
and in particular neglected and underutilized species. He has implemented numerous international
projects in Europe, Africa, Middle East, South and Central Asia and Latin America. He is currently
coordinating a UN-EU Programme dedicated to climate-resilient crops in Mali, Guatemala and India
applying a holistic, interdisciplinary value chain approach. He authored / co-authored more than 160
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Management and Budget under Mayor Dinkins. Ms Turk has also served on the boards of SAGE: Services
and Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgender Seniors and the Hetrick-Martin Institute, and
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of the Republic of Uruguay and a Master’s Degree in International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins
University, Washington DC.
Jonathan Viera
Information forthcoming

Jes Weigelt
Jes Weigelt is Head of Programmes at ThinkTank for Sustainability (TMG). He focuses on
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