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Connecting the dots on school feeding 

 
The UNSCN discussion paper Schools as a 

System to Improve Nutrition, released in 

October 2017, was another excellent 

example of interagency collaboration, 

drawing from the expert capacities of the 

technical staff of eight UNSCN members 

(FAO, IAEA, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP, WHO and 

Bioversity International/IFPRI). The 

drafting team also received input from 

outside the UN family, including from Bill 

and Melinda Gates Foundation, Global 

Child Nutrition Foundation, Partnership for 

Child Development (PDC), World Bank and 

Catholic Relief Services. Most noteworthy is how the process of developing the paper resulted in moving 

the issue from policy to practice. 

The process of developing the paper drew attention to countries that are actively encouraging 

underutilized, nutrient rich crops and species into school food procurement and school meals. Although 

not one of the original agencies were involved in the initial drafting of the paper, a fortuitous exchange 

of emails between FAO, the UNSCN secretariat and Bioversity International resulted in an invitation to 

the latter agency to contribute to the process. Bioversity’s Danny Hunter said that “the UNSCN members 

and others involved in the process were very welcoming and open to contributions and this provided a 

much welcome opportunity to present some of our work on diversifying school meals in Kenya and 

Brazil with the eventual inclusion of two case studies in the final discussion paper. This was important 

because those two examples are probably little known to organizations and individuals involved in 

mainstream school meals programmes on a daily basis”. Involvement in the process also drew attention 

to local procurement of school meals. If linked to local producers, school feeding can, in addition to 

improving nutrition and livelihoods, also encourage diversification of supply chains and agricultural 

landscapes, resilience and adaptation to climate change, and biodiversity conservation and 

environmental sustainability. 

Another beneficial outcome was the opportunity for Bioversity International to reach out to, and 

engage, PCD in a recent planning workshop based on pilot work in schools in Busia County, western 

Kenya, funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research. Danny Hunter pointed 

out that “this collaboration will hopefully lead to PCD’s involvement as a key partner in a forthcoming 

large-scale study for pioneering the greater incorporation of underutilized, nutrient rich crops and 

varieties into school food procurement and school feeding in a number of schools and farming 
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communities in several counties and districts in Kenya and Tanzania, possibly others. Being able to make 

such a link was a tangible outcome of being involved in the process of developing the paper.” 

Since its release, this discussion paper has also been featured at the School, Food and Nutrition: Lessons 

learned and new perspectives for the Brazil – FAO – Africa South-South Cooperation held in 

Johannesburg in mid-November and again at the event International Symposium Biodiversity for Food 

and Nutrition at the end of November 2017 in Brazil. Download your copy here. 
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Meeting our members 
 
UNSCN members convened a meeting in Rome in November 2017 to reflect on their achievements over 
the past year and to agree on the areas of joint action for 2018. An analysis of new and emerging issues 
related to nutrition was central to the discussion and helped to identify knowledge gaps that UNSCN and 
its members could contribute to filling either individually or collectively. As a result, a Call for 
Contributions for the upcoming UNSCN news was sent, inviting papers on equity and non-discrimination 
as drivers of good nutrition. Modes of engagement with the private sector for improved nutrition 
outcomes were discussed, which included the on-going work of member agencies and other forums. 
Consensus was reached for UNSCN to develop a roadmap to help guide and solidify the efforts of 
members seeking to explore the modes of engagement with the private sector. 
 
This meeting marked Michel Mordasini’s last as chair of UNSCN before the conclusion of his term as 
Vice-President of IFAD at the end of November 2017.  
 

Mr Mordasini was praised for his 
contribution to making UNSCN a credible 
platform for UN agencies to engage in 
substantive and constructive dialogue on 
nutrition strategies and initiatives in 
support of the achievement of the SDGs.  
 
During his term, Mr Mordasini opened 
doors for UNSCN, deepened working 
relationships with a number of agencies, 
and has helped re-establish UNSCN’s 
reporting lines to ECOSOC. His leadership 
and strategic thinking will be sorely missed 
as we wish him the very best in his future 
endeavours. 

 
Commitments to the Nutrition Decade continue to increase  
 
UNSCN members are stepping up and pledging their support to the Decade of Action on Nutrition. 
During the month of October 2017, the World Health Organisation declared its commitment based on 
the WHO Ambition and Action in Nutrition 2016-2025. The commitment breaks down actions to be 
taken under each of the Nutrition Decade’s Action Areas as well as the agency’s support as co-convener 
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of the overall implementation. The full commitment is available here. OCHA followed suit with their 
commitment by working through its five core functions of coordination, humanitarian financing, policy, 
advocacy, and information management. In line with previous nutritional commitments from former 
ERC Valerie Amos and OCHA’s core functions, OCHA committed to a series of efforts, such as working to 
reinforce advocacy efforts that promote preparedness partnerships and initiatives and identify 
opportunities for complementary action, and foster supportive environments that are conducive to 
resilient food systems. OCHA is strategically placed to respond to the call of nutrition, specifically within 
the humanitarian context, and has made their commitments available here. 
 
A series of workshops aim to raise awareness of how individuals and agencies can get on-board.  

 Building from the FAO and WHO co-convened the International Symposium on Sustainable Food 
Systems for Healthy Diets and Improved Nutrition (December 2016), the organisers worked to 
replicate platforms for sharing practical solutions and successful country at five regional events. 
Details about the events are available here. 

 UNSCN members in collaboration with the UN Network of the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement 
hosted two events in Abidjan in the auspices of the 2017 SUN Movement Global Gathering to 
enable the SUN Movement members to better define what they contribute to the Nutrition 
Decade and the opportunity it provides to share lessons learned beyond SUN.  

 UN Agencies in Spain have organised Day to Promote the 2030 Agenda to showcase the 
Nutrition Decade and how it will be implemented in Spain. The event will take place on 4 
December at the Auditorio Caja de Música in Madrid.  

 
It calls on all relevant actors to make SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time-
bound) commitments along the six cross-cutting Action Areas. Commitments can be large or small and 
can be made by all actors working across all sectors. They could present a new idea or approach to a 
major challenge, or an existing programme or project that will be scaled up. This can be done through 
Action Networks which are being established, such as the Action Network on Sustainable Fisheries led 
by Norway. Member States, regional political and economic communities and non-state actors are 
making their commitments known, which UNSCN is showcasing here. 
 
Nutrition Day and the 44th session of the Committee on World Food Security 
 
The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) has been ramping up its focus on nutrition since 2015. The 
44th session was a testament to those efforts with a full day focused solely on nutrition. This decision 
was a direct consequence of the CFS Nutrition Strategy endorsed in CFS 43 (2016) and the decision to 
have specific targeted nutrition work.  
 
“Nutrition Day”, held on 10 October, provided a space for FAO and WHO to report on progress made on 
ICN2 commitments and the additional opportunity provided under the Nutrition Decade. It also 
welcomed the launch of the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition Report Nutrition 
and Food System. The report highlighted priority areas for action along food environments that affect 
what people chose to buy and eat. Examples include eliminating food swamps; increasing public 
procurement schemes; thinking about taxes for sugar sweet and beverages; using price promotions, 
product placement, regulations on advertising and transparency of information on labelling; considering 
better use of remittances from overseas; certifying food quality and earmarking agricultural subsidies 
for healthier foods. Supply will answer to demand, therefore, awareness raising campaigns should help 
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move consumers towards healthier diets to influence production patterns. Tools such as Food Based 
Sustainable Dietary Guidelines should also work to highlight traditional cultures and building nutritional 
literacy.  
 
A multi-stakeholder dialogue on the challenge of investing more in healthy food systems also took place 
at CFS44. One outcome of the CFS nutrition work will be voluntary guidelines for nutrition, food systems 
and food environments to be presented to the CFS plenary in 2019. The CFS Technical Task Team on 
Nutrition will prepare the technical background to inform the development of Terms of Reference 
(TORs) in coming weeks for the OEWG on Nutrition meeting in February 2018. Current members of the 
TTT are: WHO, WFP, IFAD, FAO, UNICEF, civil society and private sector representative and UNSCN. The 
next meeting of the OEWG on Nutrition is set for 5 February 2018.  
 
UNSCN members were active throughout the event making statements in plenary and through the 
hosting of side events. Two such discussions focused on the need to align agriculture and health actions 
to better shape the food environment in support of sustainable food systems for healthy diets. Examples 
from Ecuador, Italy, Chile, the U.K., Brazil and non-state actors demonstrated how the importance of 
taking a holistic approach to sustainable food production that considers issues such as quality and 
quantity of diets, food preference and food access is essential to create a secure food environments. 
Panelists explained the need for a crosscutting approach involving all sectors, and for regulatory 
measures to go hand in hand with a monitoring and evaluation mechanism. 
 
At the end of the CFS, H. E. Amina Gornass stepped down as CFS Chair. H. E. Amina Gornass was 
applauded for having significantly raised the profile of the CFS and its policy products within the UN 
System in New York and Geneva, and increased their uptake in country. UNSCN particularly thanked her 
for helping to foster greater collaboration between the CFS and UNSCN to advance this agenda and 
ensure the strongest possible result. The new CFS Chair is H.E. Mario Arvelo, Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of the Dominican Republic to FAO. 
 
Read more about the nutrition outcomes at CFS44 through the DRAFT DECISION - CFS Engagement in 
Advancing Nutrition Including the Decade of Action on Nutrition. 
 
Tracking New and Emerging Issues 
 
The IUNS 21st International Congress of Nutrition, held in Buenos Aires from 15-20 October 2017 
brought together nutritionists from around the world to share state-of-the-art reviews to cutting edge 
nutritional science information. The attendance by UNSCN members was significant and included their 
involvement in the organisation of more than 15 workshops ranging from the latest on tracking and 
monitoring tools to ways to address all forms of malnutrition throughout the lifecycle. 
 
Ms. Stineke Oenema, UNSCN Coordinator was present at the event to support the UNICEF and WHO 
seminar No Time to Waste: Progress and Road Ahead for Care for Severely Malnourished Children. She 
also organized a seminar about The Changing Nutrition Landscape: Implications for Research at which 
several speakers from civil society, the private sector and the Global Nutrition Report provided their 
perspectives on the theme. Ms. Oenema also shared the latest work of UNSCN on identifying, tracking 
and address emerging issues related to nutrition.  
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She challenged participants by asking 
whether the current research covered by 
knowledge platforms and the academic 
research community are enough to support 
the intensification of sustainable actions 
and results to ultimately lead to the 
elimination of all forms of malnutrition in 
2030. The ultimate goal of this effort being 
to push the research community to come 
forward and fill these knowledge gaps.  
 
The IUNS-ICN International Congress of 
Nutrition is a four yearly meeting held since 
1946. Find out more about the event here. 

 
Global Nutrition Summit 2017 in Milan 
 
On 4 November, the Italian Ministry of Health and the City of Milan hosted the 2017 Global Nutrition 
Summit, a high-level event on nutrition and food for healthier futures. This event brought greater 
visibility to the progress that has been made to improve nutrition, and also to further that progress by 
bringing together donors, country governments and civil society to accelerate collective efforts. 
 
New financial commitments announced at the summit included US$640 million in new funding, US$1.1 
billion from non-governmental organisations and US$1.7 billion from the Work Bank for a total of 
US$3.4 billion for nutrition. 
 
Countries stepped up to show their political commitment as well. 

 Cote D’Ivoire committed to increase rates of exclusive breastfeeding in the first 6 months from 
23% to 72% by 2025 

 Brazil committed US$7 million in 2017 

 El Salvador committed to reduce the prevalence of stunting in children under five below 13% by 
2020 

 Ethiopia committed to reduce stunting from 40% to 26%; underweight from 25% to 13% and 
wasting from 9% to 4.9% 

 Madagascar committed to reduce the prevalence of chronic malnutrition in children under five 
to 38% by 2021 

 Rwanda committed to reduce stunting to 15% by 2020 

 Niger committed to reduce the prevalence of chronic malnutrition in children under five to 25% 
by 2020 
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Updates from members 
 
Joint IAEA-WHO-UNICEF Workshop on Analysis of Biological Pathways to Better Understand the Double 
Burden of Malnutrition and to Inform Action Planning 
The IAEA, WHO and UNICEF organised a workshop in Vienna in October 2017 to share the most recent 
knowledge on the state of the double burden of malnutrition in the world, the biological pathways 
underlying the double-burden, potential interventions to address it and the research gaps that remain. 
More than forty participants from Ministries of Health, UN agencies, academia, civil society and 
philanthropist organisations attended. Representatives from FAO participated in the event to emphasize 
a food system perspective. 
 
Themes from this event set the basis of a blog post which was published in The Lancet Global Health on 
24 November. In A Model for Integrated Action by IAEA, UNICEF and WHO, Ms. Cornelia Loechl (IAEA) 
wrote that nutrition-specific policies must consider all forms of malnutrition and be complemented by 
nutrition-sensitive policies across the sectors that govern the food supply and broader determinants of 
nutrition. Recommendations included the “reorientation of policies to create incentives for the 
production and consumption of healthy food, access to sanitation, and sustainable urbanization.” Ms. 
Loechl added that, key to this is “strategic engagement with sectors such as agriculture, trade, and 
education, as well as consideration of the existing policy environment and political context in these 
sectors.” 
 
Latest publications 
 
The World Food Crisis: The Way Out 
The 2017 edition of the Right to Food and Nutrition Watch marks the tenth anniversary of the 
publication by taking stock of the past decade and looking into the challenges and opportunities 
anticipated for the coming period. It will reflect the struggles of social movements and civil society 
organizations to transform food systems under the auspices of human rights, solidarity, social, climate 
and gender justice. Ten articles, ten images, illustrating ten crucial issues of the ongoing multifold crisis, 
will aim to contribute to the struggle for the realization of the right to food and nutrition and food 
sovereignty, and to finding our way out once for all. 
 
Nourishing the SDGs 
The Global Nutrition Report is the only comprehensive annual stock-take of the state of the world’s 
nutrition. The 2017 edition focuses on how improving nutrition can have a powerful multiplier effect 
across the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Indeed, it indicates that it will be a challenge to achieve 
any Sustainable Development Goal without addressing nutrition. 
 
The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World Report 
The 2017 edition of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) report highlights that, 
after steadily declining for over a decade, global hunger is again on the rise, affecting 815 million people 
in 2016. The global community runs the risk of failing to achieving SDG2 if the world continues along its 
current trajectory.  The increase is largely due to the proliferation of violent conflicts and climate-related 
shocks. The report is the result of 5 UN agencies collaboration (FAO, WFP, IFAD, UNICEF, WHO). Regional 
versions of the SOFI will be launched in the coming months, building off the momentum of the global 
report.  
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Upcoming Nutrition Related Events 
 

 27-29 November: 2017 UN Forum on Business and Human Rights, Geneva, Switzerland 

 27 November-1 December: 17th Session of the UNIDO General Conference, Vienna, Austria 

 28-30 November: 4th Global Science Conference On Climate Smart Agriculture, Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

 3-6 December: 3rd International Conference on Global Food Security: Global Challenges, Local 
Solutions and Connected Pathways, Cape Town, South Africa 

 4-5 December: FAO/WHO Regional Symposium on Sustainable Food Systems for healthy diets in 
Europe and Central Asia, Budapest, Hungary in collaboration with UNICEF and WFP 

 4-6 December: Third Meeting of the UN Environment Assembly, Nairobi, Kenya 
 11-13 December: Sustainable Food Systems for Healthy Diets and Improved Nutrition 

Symposium from the Near East and North Africa in Muscat, Oman, in collaboration with WHO, 
UNICEF, WFP, the League of Arab States, IFPRI 

 8 February: Investment for Healthy Food Systems, Washington, D.C.  
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