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Food Security Information for Action

Food Security Information Systems and Networks
Information Sharing among Institutions and Organizations
(Annex  to the lesson “Improving Food Security Information Systems”)
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Information sharing among Institutions and Organizations

Responses to the following questions will help to characterize the specific country situation.

	List of questions

	Are there formal or informal arrangements for information sharing within and between institutions including Government, research institutions, UN agencies and civil society?



	Has a network (or sub-national networks) been set up to facilitate the exchange of information, planning and cooperation on an ongoing basis?



	What is the legal framework for information sharing?

	Is there a national statistical system that has the mandate to facilitate the flow of data and information (e.g. live database, web-sites)?



	Have protocols for standards in data collection been established and implemented (e.g. sampling frame, common coding for administrative units, and format for the exchange of data)? 



	Is meta information available? (i.e. information about what data and information exists)



	What are the means of sharing and communicating information? (e.g. reports, bulletins, newsletters, live data links, web-sites)



	How is information disseminated? (e.g. format, channels, periodicity, subscription?)



	What are the costs and benefits of information sharing?
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