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Food Security Information Systems and Networks
The Institutional Context 
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Exercise 1
	Health and Nutrition Information Systems collect clinical data and nutrition indicators, particularly for children and other vulnerable groups. This data is obtained from health centres, national nutrition surveys, and monitoring and surveillance systems. 

The collection of basic data is usually the responsibility of public health officials, who may be assisted by school teachers.

In your opinion, which of the following statements is correct?

1. If we have nutritional indicators then we do not need to collect agricultural production statistics to analyze food security.

2. Nutritional indicators are relevant for monitoring food security, but are not sufficient in isolation.

3. Food security information systems need to be responsible for the primary data collection 
     of nutritional indicators.



	Tick the correct option

· 1
· 2

· 3




Exercise 2

	In addition to the information systems of different line ministries, a number of dedicated information units also exist for specific food security related purposes. 

These units are often established for purposes of assessing the need for emergency assistance, targeting the delivery of this assistance and monitoring programme performance. Most of these information units have been established through donor financing, often in a disaster management unit, a Prime Minister’s office, or in a separate location outside of the government structure.
In your opinion, these information units focus more on...
1. Analysis and reporting
     2.  Data collection and management



	Tick the correct option

· 1
· 2




Exercise 3
	When talking about advantages and disadvantages of independent structures, which of the following sentences are correct?
1. Independent structures allow us to collect and analyze relevant information for a specific 
         purpose.
2. The costs for maintaining these structures are quite low.
3. Independent structures are designed to service the decision making needs of national 
         governments. 
4. Independent structures are designed to service the decision making needs of donors.


	Tick the correct options (two)
· 1

· 2
· 3

· 4




Exercise 4
	                 In your opinion, how can networks strengthen food security analysis?

1. By encouraging the sharing of information

2. By building consensus on the analysis of food security 

3. By ensuring that the government funds all data collection 

4. By Complementing the analytical capacity of the government with the resources of other partners



	Tick the correct options (two or more)
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4




 Solutions
Exercise 1

	Options
	Correct answer
	Comment

	1

	
	Incorrect. A comprehensive food security analysis requires information on a range of indicators in each of the sectors.

 

	2

	X
	Correct. Nutritional indicators are relevant but need to be analyzed in conjunction with other data to understand the causes of food insecurity.

 

	3
	
	Incorrect. The Food Security Information System may draw on secondary data that is collected by other line ministries.




Exercise 2
	Options
	Correct answer
	Comment

	       1

	x
	Yes. Such units may extensively utilize secondary data sources and collaborate extensively with the established information systems of line ministries.

	         2
	
	These information units focus on analysis and reporting and may have relatively light data collection and management functions.


Exercise 3
	Options
	Correct answer
	Comment

	1


	X
	Very good. High cost and weak relationship with local governments are the main disadvantages of independent structures.



	2


	
	Not correct. High cost and weak relationship with local governments are the main disadvantages of independent structures.

 

	3
	
	Not correct. High cost and weak relationship with local governments are the main disadvantages of independent structures.



	4
	X
	Very good. High cost and weak relationship with local governments are the main disadvantages of independent structures.




Exercise 4
	Options
	Correct answer
	Comment

	1

	x
	Correct. Networks encourage openness data sharing and improve information analysis. Governments can benefit from skills located in different institutions, e.g. analysts in the UN, in NGOs or in the private sector. 



	         2

	x
	Correct. Networks encourage openness data sharing and improve information analysis. Governments can benefit from skills located in different institutions, e.g. analysts in the UN, in NGOs or in the private sector. 



	3

	
	Not correct. Networks encourage openness data sharing and improve information analysis. Governments can benefit from skills located in different institutions, e.g. analysts in the UN, in NGOs or in the private sector. 



	4


	x
	Correct. Networks encourage openness data sharing and improve information analysis. Governments can benefit from skills located in different institutions, e.g. analysts in the UN, in NGOs or in the private sector. 
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