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Food Security Information for Action

Food Security Information Systems and Networks
KIDS
(Annex  to the lesson “The Institutional Context”)
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Building an integrated food security database: The Key Indicators Database System (KIDS)     
The Key Indicator Data System (KIDS) has been developed by the World Agriculture Information Centre (WAICENT) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

KIDS is a software framework that provides the ability to implement thematic information systems that collect, reference, visualize, exchange and disseminate statistical, survey and indicator data. Visualization is possible through tables, mapping, raster images and graphs. Basic GIS overlay and legend editing functions are available for non-GIS users. 

KIDS was developed originally for the purpose of collecting, mapping and disseminating food insecurity and vulnerability indicators that are relevant to FIVIMS. The Asia FIVIMS information system, using the KIDS framework, allows the analysis and visual display of data collected at different levels of aggregation, and can help the monitoring and surveillance of the food and nutrition situation over time. Moreover, the software contributes to improved food security information management and exchange at national, regional and international levels. 

KIDS is a free, open-source package available under the GNU General Public License.  The application along with sample projects, complete source code, Jakarta Tomcat and JRE can be downloaded from the download tab on the site as well as from SourceForge. 

For more information visit http://kids.fao.org[image: image2.png]
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