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Food Security Information for Action

Food Security Information Systems and Networks
Decentralizing information systems: 
FSAU Somalia
(Annex  to the lesson “The Institutional Context”)
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Decentralizing responsibility for information system activities: the example of the Food Security Analysis Unit (FSAU) in Somalia     
The 2002 mid-term evaluation of the FSAU (an EU funded and FAO managed FSIS) stated that field-based NGOs and local authorities will need disaggregated information to be able to identify ways of supporting local communities to reduce vulnerability to food and nutritional insecurity.

Since then, the FSAU has appointed ‘focal points’ in five areas that are responsible for cluster groups of field monitors. Members of the field team have been involved in leading joint assessment and analysis with partners and, on occasion, have supported cross-border activities as leaders and trainers themselves. 
This new field team structure has established the required platform to further expand dialogue with implementing partners, thus facilitating the wider application of FSAU information. 
The increased ability of partners to utilize FSAU analysis resulted in an increased demand to use this resource in medium-term rehabilitation as well as in strategic planning with communities of joint development interventions.
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